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. . .you also, like living stones, 
are being built in to a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, 

offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. . .1 Peter 2:5 

a publication of Living Stones Prison Congregation 

 Living in community 
by Pastor Chris Ode 

Blessings to you, and peace 
in Christ’s name. 
 

There are movies you watch and im-
mediately forget: “popcorn flicks” 
some might call them—vehicles for 
carb consumption and burning a few 
odd hours on a Friday night. Not to 
say they aren’t enjoyable - just that 
your life before and afterward isn’t 
appreciably different.  
 

For me, Nomadland (on Hulu) was not 
one of them.  
 

Ostensibly, the film follows a woman 
named Fern (portrayed by the incredi-
bly talented Frances McDormand) as 
she meanders her 
way about the 
Western United 
States in her camper 
van. Once a resident 
of  Empire, NV - a company town    
operated by the United States       
Gypsum Corporation - she and her 
neighbors lost their jobs (and homes) 
when USGC decided to close the local 
mine in 2011, evict their former     
employees, and surround their erst-
while community with chain link and 
barbed wire. It’s a semi-true story: 
while Fern is fictional (portrayed by 
an Oscar-winning actress) most of the 
cast are regular people doing their 
best to live regular lives (albeit some-
times playing semi-fictional versions 

of themselves). We follow Fern from 
state to state, temp job to seasonal 
work, as she skirts the edges of society 
and ekes out a marginal  living.  
 

I’m honestly not sure what the director 
intended for us to take away from the 
film. A morality tale about the effects 
of corporate greed? Respect for those 
who tenaciously survive in the face of 
life’s knock downs? Something else 
entirely? I don’t know. 
  

I know what I took away, though.  
 

For me, it was a piercing portrayal of 
how badly human beings need com-
munity. How powerless and vulnerable 

we are without a 
support system. I’ll 
skip potential spoil-
ers and simply say 
that —while I was 

impressed with Fern’s independence 
and grit—I was also saddened at her 
unwillingness (inability?) to form more 
than a superficial level of connection 
with those around her. We eventually 
learn some of the reasons for her     
behavior - but that doesn’t change the 
effect of it.  
 

Time and time again I have learned 
from the men of Living Stones that 
community is what makes surviving 
incarceration—let alone thriving      

(Continued on page 2) 

 

“Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it.” 

1 Corinthians 12:27 

http://www.livingstonesprisoncongregation.com
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Many of us have experienced the transforming 
time of worshiping with the men of Living 
Stones. In them we see Christ and come to 
know these men as our brothers. We also come 
to understand there is much to be learned 
about what has brought them to this place—
and that there are changes that need to       
happen in our criminal justice system. 
 

Even before the traumatic events of the past 
few years, the ELCA began to address the need 
for changing public attitudes and postures, and 
to call for dramatic reforms in policies and   
practices in this system. In 2013 the ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly adopted the ELCA social 
statement on “The Church and Criminal Justice: 
Hearing the Cries” which presents a comprehen-
sive perspective on these matters and the   
communities who are affected. While it affirms 
the principles of the U.S. criminal justice system, 
it also reveals the desperate cries that reflect 
the system’s serious deficiencies. It recognizes 
that many people in the system serve their   
professional vocations with competent and   

humane performance. It also recognizes that 
current approaches, such as the emphasis on 
mass incarceration, impose significant costs on 
all involved in the system and on society as a 
whole. These approaches are founded on an 
underlying punitive mindset and persistent    
inequalities based on race and class.  

 

We encourage your congregation to consider 
using the study “Called to Hear” to learn more 
about this issue. This scripture-based,  expert-
led, five-session study uses videos, handouts, 
Bible study, and discussion to explore this topic 
and be moved to action. Participants encounter 
a new way of listening to Why are we called to 
care about our broken system? Who is crying 
out? How does God guide us to seek justice? 
What are some models of ministry? How can 
we advocate for change? 
 

Our board is ready to help facilitate the study in 
your congregation (even by Zoom) —or you can 
do it on your own. Contact Sandi for details or 
go to https://tinyurl.com/2mwehc68 for more 
information. 

despite it—possible. Those who seek to stay  
distant and aloof have set themselves an        
impossible task, for strength is found in our  
identity as the Body of Christ.  
 

Ironically, I write these words nearly a year 
since our last gathering as the full Living Stones 
community (with visitors, volunteers, and the 
men together in the Chapel) and three months 
since I was  personally able to enter WCC (all 
programming was temporarily halted due to 
holiday-related outbreaks). And yet, despite 
that prolonged absence, I know that when we 
regain access to the facility we will find a group 
of men who’ve found ways to support one     
another and weather this latest storm together.  
 

 
 

Because the call to follow Christ might be  
something we encounter individually - but it’s 
something we live communally.  
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Chris 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

An invitation to dig deeper—Getting to the root causes of a broken system 
by Sandi Nolte 

https://tinyurl.com/2mwehc68
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At the beginning of last year we kicked off our 
new program, Living Stones Fellowship, as          
a way to support returning citizens as they   
transition back into the community. It was 
meant to be a monthly gathering for formerly 
incarcerated people and their families, as well 
as families of those still on the inside. During 
this time we would offer a simple meal, an     
informal worship, a community speaker who 
would share reentry resources, and a time of 
fellowship. The events would be held at Peace 
Lutheran Church in Tacoma, which is located in 
an area where many of our men are released. A 
crew of volunteers was ready to facilitate these 
get-togethers and area pastors were lined up to 
host. We met for the first three months of 
2020—and then COVID hit. Like everything else 
LSF was put on hold. 
 

Last fall our board and staff began to reimagine 
how we could provide this opportunity given 
that gatherings and community meals were still 
not happening. We applied for and received an 
ELCA World Hunger Daily Bread Matching 
Grant. Funds received will help support our 
new, reimagined Living Stones Fellowship. 
 

So what does the new LSF look like? Instead of a 
group gathering, we will now provide a “grab 
and go” bag filled with a devotional, community 

reentry resource information, handwarmer, 
COVID info (including a mask), first aid items 
(band aids and ointment), and socks. These will 
be distributed at Peace, along with the take-out 
food boxes their congregation gives out every 
Friday night to the community. 
 

How can you help? First of all, pray—for the re-
turning citizens and their families, for the health 
and safety of all, for people to hear about LSF 
(the biggest challenge is getting the word out to 
those we want to serve), for people to get their 
vaccines and for this pandemic to end. Second, 
you can help assemble and distribute bags. 
When gatherings and community meals can 
again safely take place, we will also need       
volunteers to help facilitate the monthly events. 
 

For more info or to volunteer, please contact 
Sandi, livingstonesassistant@outlook.com, 360-
907-4288. 

Our 2021 raffle to be held this fall—Plans are already underway for our annual fundraiser.  By 

popular request, cash and hand-created items by our men will again be the prizes. Be watching for more 
details in the next couple of months. Ticket packets will be mailed out late summer. 

Reimagining Living Stones Fellowship 
by Sandi Nolte 

Quilt supplies and 
books needed 
As they are able 
(depending on the 

COVID restrictions at the prison), 
there is a quilting group of WCC men 
who sew quilts and other items for 

the outside community. They have been working 
on a project for homeless people and are seeking 

donations of travel soap, shampoo, and hand 
sanitizer. They also need fabric, thread and good 
used sewing machines. 
 

Books (religious and secular) and Bibles (English 
and Spanish) are always welcome. The current 
stock is low. 
 

To arrange for delivery of donations, please con-
tact Sandi, livingstonesassistant@ outlook.com, 
360-907-4288. Thank you for your gifts! 
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Thank you for your support. . . we give thanks to God for each of you  
. . . to all the congregations and individuals who have continued to support the Living Stones 
ministry through your gifts of clothing, backpacks, and financial donations.  
. . . to all who have given of their time to write words of encouragement for our weekly news-
letter to the men. They have touched the hearts of our men and have been deeply appreciated. 

. . . to Faith Lutheran Church, Shelton for being our fiscal agent and for providing bookkeeping and other adminis-
trative support. 

 

Items needed for the Transition Program 
(click here for bulletin insert with more info) 
 

Freedom Backpack Program  
backpacks are given to men as they are released from 
the WCC.  This simple sign of care provides them with a 
few necessities as they return to society. 
✓ Toiletries/hygiene items (toilet paper, travel-size 

shampoo, soap, comb, brush, toothpaste, toothbrush, 
tampons, and feminine pads—feminine items will be 
given to the women’s prison) 

✓ Ponchos 
✓ Tarps (approx. 8'x9') 
✓ Hand towels 
✓ Socks & underwear 

 

Clothing Locker 
✓ Serviceable clothing (shirts, jackets,                     

pants, underwear, shoes, and socks)    

Please contact Sandi 
regarding transfer of 

donations to the prison. 

 

 

 

Ways to partner with us in ministry 
 
✓ Pray for our men and their families, for our leadership, 

for the WCC staff  
✓ Schedule Pastor Ode for a virtual experience—preaching, 

attending a prayer breakfast, leading a Bible study, to 
name a few ideas. Email him at LivingStonesPastor 

 @outlook.com. 
✓ Be ready to schedule a visit or preaching date when    

restrictions are lifted 
✓ Write a note of encouragement to our men for our    

special WCC newsletter. Email it to Sandi at Living-
StonesAssistant@outlook.com. 

✓ Consider making a financial donation to support this 
ministry.  Gifts may be made with Tithe.ly on our website 
(click here) or mailed to our fiscal agent (Living Stones 
Prison Congregation, c/o Faith Lutheran Church, 1212       
Connection St., Shelton, WA 98584.) 

“2M at 3 Check-in” 
the second Monday of  
every month at 3 p.m. 
 

As we continue to 
find ways to minister to our men in these isolated 
days, you are invited to a monthly check-in with other 
Living Stones supporters to hear the latest on what's 
happening inside, have questions answered, and join in 
prayer for this ministry. 
 

Zoom link info: 
Topic: Living Stones Update - 2nd Monday at 3 p.m. 
Time: 3:00 PM Pacific Time  
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86786969269?
pwd=eFdSdXJvRGtZVC9HMWo1OHpFdTVaQT09  

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For information about the Washington Depart-
ment of Corrections Covid-19 response, click here: 

DOC Covid Information.  Note that congregational 
visits probably won’t begin until Step 4.  We are cur-
rently in Step 1. 

 

Pastor Chris makes virtual and in-person  
appearances!  Thanks to the wonder of technolo-
gy, Pastor Chris can obviously be in more than 
one place at the same time! He will be glad to 
share the story of Living Stones and how God  
continues to change lives through this ministry. 
 

To schedule an appearance at your congregation, 
please email him at LivingStonesPastor@outlook.com. 
(You can check his availability at our online calendar:  
https://livingstonesprisoncongregation.com/calendar) 

Stay updated about what is happening with our men 

As our fiscal agent, Faith Lutheran Church, Shelton manages the finances for Living Stones Prison  
Congregation. Please send all financial gifts to Living Stones Prison Congregation, c/o Faith Lutheran 
Church, 1212 Connection St., Shelton, WA 98584. Thank you for your continued support! 

file:///E:/Living Stones/Flyers/Transition Program (Feb 2019 update)/Transition Program half-sheet flyer (color).pdf
https://livingstonesprisoncongregation.com/donate
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86786969269?pwd=eFdSdXJvRGtZVC9HMWo1OHpFdTVaQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86786969269?pwd=eFdSdXJvRGtZVC9HMWo1OHpFdTVaQT09
https://www.doc.wa.gov/corrections/covid-19/
https://livingstonesprisoncongregation.com/calendar

