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. . .you also, like living stones, 
are being built in to a spiritual 
house to be a holy priesthood, 

offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. . .1 Peter 2:5 

a publication of Living Stones Prison Congregation 

 What a year . . . 
by Pastor Chris Ode 

Blessings to you, and peace 
in Christ’s name. 
 

I hope and pray this newsletter finds 
you and your family safe and healthy 
amidst all that 2020 has brought to 
us. I write today with a pair of up-
dates - near opposites in their tone 
and content. 
 

Monroe (Washington State Reforma-
tory Unit): It is with great joy that I can 
relay to you that we have received  
permission from the Washington State 
Department of Corrections and the 
Northwest Washington Synod to      
develop a second site for Living Stones 
at one of the Monroe units! Monroe is 
a complex of 5 separate prison units 
(each with their own personalities and 
specific populations), and we are work-
ing with the staff at WSR to develop a 
worship body within that specific unit. 
If you or your congregation has consid-
ered involvement with Living Stones in 
the past, but found Shelton’s location 
challenging, this new expression of the 
body of Christ may prove more viable 
for you. Unfortunately, it will still be 
awhile before we can begin gathering 
inside, for reasons related to my      
second piece of news... 
 

Shelton (Washington Corrections 
Center) and elsewhere: Following the 
Thanksgiving holiday (and, presumably, 
various individual decisions around 

gathering size, masking, and similar 
such things), several of our state’s pris-
ons have seen their positive test results 
spike. Numbers across the Department 
of Corrections are available for public 
view at: https://www.doc.wa.gov/
corrections/covid-19/ (click on “Data”) 
 

At WCC, this means that I am no  
longer able to enter the facility as we 
return to a stronger lockdown with 
more restrictions around movement 
and access. Hopefully, this will change 
in early January. Unfortunately, the 
numbers are both high and increasing 
quickly: it’s impossible to know the 
exact timeline. 
 

I prefer to end these articles on a note 
of hope - something all too necessary 
when working within the prison system. 
And yes: God is with us. God is with the 
inmates of Washington State (and else-
where). God is with the men and volun-
teers and supporters of Living Stones.  
 

But I also want to say this: if for some 
reason you haven’t been, PLEASE take 
the pandemic seriously. Hundreds of 
thousands of Americans have died 
this year directly or indirectly due to 
COVID-19 (my own brother-in-law  
included), and millions have died 
across the planet. Friends my own age 
(or younger) are still dealing with   

(Continued on page 2) 

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, 
be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12 

http://www.livingstonesprisoncongregation.com
https://www.doc.wa.gov/corrections/covid-19/
https://www.doc.wa.gov/corrections/covid-19/
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 We have entered into my favorite 
time of the church year: Advent, the 
time of preparing for Christ’s coming 
again. Have you ever noticed how 
particularly beautiful sunrises are at 
this time of the year?   
  
 Many years ago I worked for a    
Christian organization in downtown 
Portland and would ride the bus   
every day to work. Staff would take 
turns leading a daily devotion and 
this day it was my turn. It was dark 
when I boarded the bus early that 
December morning. As I read my   
Bible, trying to search for a passage 
to share, I came across one from 
Luke’s telling of the Christmas story. 
It was from Zechariah’s prophecy of 
Jesus coming: “By the tender mercy of 
our God, the dawn from on high will 
break upon us, to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace.” Luke 1:78-79. In that 
moment I looked out the bus window 
to see one of the most brilliant and 
colorful sunrises ever. Ever since that 

morning, sunrises—especially those 
at this time of the year—have been a 
visual reminder to me of how Jesus, 
God’s dawn from on high, comes 
each day to break into our darkness 
and bring light. 
 

The days of this pandemic have been 
some of the darkest many of us have 
ever experienced. The isolation and 
loneliness bears down on us and we 
often sit in gloom and darkness. And 
yet our hope and confidence are in 
our God, the One who comes new 
each day to us, breaking into our 
darkness and bringing light into our 
day. We are reminded that we are 
not alone on this journey. Our God 
Emmanuel is with us all always. 
 

Take a moment the next time you see 
the sunrise, and be reminded of 
God’s great love for you. Be remind-
ed that God is with you. Know that 
you are God’s precious child always.  
 

May God’s Dawn, Jesus Christ, break 
into your darkness this day and be 
your light. And may God be your 
hope and your peace in this time. 

reduced lung capacity and other symptoms   
dating back for months since their “recovery.” 
And those are people with access to good 
healthcare and support: the same cannot       
always be said for “our guys.” At this moment,   
I already know of a handful of Living Stones 
“regulars” who’ve tested positive - so far, 
they’ve all been men in fairly good health. But I 
can think of so many for whom this virus could 
easily prove fatal - and there was no reason 
they ever should have been exposed to it. 
 

 
The isolation and self-denial that is required of 
us to end this disease is hard, yes - but it is 
nothing compared to what these men must now 
endure. 
 

For additional regular updates on goings-on  
inside, please join us for our monthly check-ins 
on Zoom (usually 30-60 minutes) at https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/82419255251?
pwd=aXlOUlRIYnF6VW9jWWtoNGVxb1lZUT09 - 
(Dec. 14 and Jan. 11 at 3 p.m. Pacific) 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Chris 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Heaven’s dawn is about to break upon us 
by Sandi Nolte 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82419255251?pwd=aXlOUlRIYnF6VW9jWWtoNGVxb1lZUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82419255251?pwd=aXlOUlRIYnF6VW9jWWtoNGVxb1lZUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82419255251?pwd=aXlOUlRIYnF6VW9jWWtoNGVxb1lZUT09
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Thank you for supporting our fall 2020 raffle 

And the winners are . . . a drum roll please!   
 

It is our joy to announce the winners of our "$2,020 in 2020" raffle!  Bishop Rick Jaech drew the win-
ning tickets at the synod office on Nov. 17. Board members joined the festive time, some physically 
present and others via Zoom.  

 

Grand prize ($2,020)- Carol Swoyer, St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Vancouver, WA 
2nd prize ($202)- George Shanafelt, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Olympia, WA 
3rd prize (handmade quilt)- Verna Westman, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Centralia, WA 
4th prize (handmade child-size quilt)- Judy Miller, St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Vancouver, WA 
5th prize (handmade Seahawks apron)- Holly Cattin, St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Vancouver, WA 
6th prize (handmade tote bag)- Ann Jaeger, Christ Lutheran Church, Federal Way, WA 

Note: the non-cash prizes were all created by the men of Living Stones. 
 

Our deep and heartfelt thank you to all who participated. Even in the midst of a pandemic, you found 
creative ways to conduct the raffle. Almost $7,000 was raised through this fundraiser. Funds go to 
our general budget, which includes the support of our pastor and ministry assistant and provides the 
spiritual care for our men. 
 

We are grateful for your support and give thanks to God for your continued commitment to caring for 
our men. Our brothers behind the walls, the Living Stones board members, and our staff thank you 
for your partnership with us in this ministry. 
 

You are making a difference in the lives of our men!  Thanks be to God!  

Each person who has worshiped with our men, all 
who have prayed for this ministry, each individual 
and congregation who has contributed financially 
or gathered clothing and backpack donations, each   
person who has purchased a raffle ticket—all of 
you have been part of the Living Stones story.  We 
give thanks to God for your partnership with the 
Living Stones prison ministry. Your support helps 
to strengthen and grow this ministry. There are a  
variety of ways to do this. They include: 
 

Your prayers—Join in praying for the men of     
Living Stones, for those returning to the outside 
community, for support of this ministry, for the 
vision of Stepping Stones to Re-entry, for Pastor 
Chris and the board members. 

Your donations—Clothing, books, and Bibles are 
always appreciated, as well as sewing items and 
equipment for our quilters. Please contact Sandi, 
livingstonesassistant@outlook.com, for more info. 
 

Your financial gifts— 
 Tithe.ly (online giving through our web site) 
 Mail—gifts may be sent to Living Stones Prison 

Congregation, c/o Faith Lutheran Church, 1212 
Connection St., Shelton, WA 98584. 
 Fred Meyer Community Rewards (see our web 

site to sign up) 
 Thrivent Choice Dollars 

 AmazonSmile - Sign up at https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/27-1564948.   

 

AmazonSmile and the AmazonSmile logo are trademarks of Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates. 

YOU help sustain the Living Stones ministry 
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Thank you for your support. . . we give thanks to God for each of you  
. . . to all the congregations and individuals who have continued to support the Living Stones 
ministry through your gifts of clothing, backpacks, and financial donations.  
. . . to all who have given of their time to write words of encouragement for our weekly news-
letter to the men. They have touched the hearts of our men and have been deeply appreciated. 

. . . to Faith Lutheran Church, Shelton for being our fiscal agent and for providing bookkeeping and other adminis-
trative support. 

 

Items needed for the Transition Program 
(click here for bulletin insert with more info) 
 

Freedom Backpack Program  
backpacks are given to men as they are released from 
the WCC.  This simple sign of care provides them with a 
few necessities as they return to society. 
✓ Toiletries/hygiene items (toilet paper, travel-size 

shampoo, soap, comb, brush, toothpaste, toothbrush, 
tampons, and feminine pads—feminine items will be 
given to the women’s prison) 

✓ Ponchos 
✓ Tarps (approx. 8'x9') 
✓ Hand towels 
✓ Socks & underwear 

 

Clothing Locker 
✓ Serviceable clothing (shirts, jackets,                     

pants, underwear, shoes, and socks)    

Please contact Sandi 
regarding transfer of 

donations to the prison. 

 

 

 

Ways to partner with us in ministry 
 
✓ Pray for our men and their families, for our leadership, 

for the WCC staff  
✓ Schedule Pastor Ode for a virtual experience—preaching, 

attending a prayer breakfast, leading a Bible study, to 
name a few ideas. Email him at LivingStonesPastor 

 @outlook.com. 
✓ Be ready to schedule a visit or preaching date when    

restrictions are lifted 
✓ Write a note of encouragement to our men for our    

special WCC newsletter. Email it to Sandi at Living-
StonesAssistant@outlook.com. 

✓ Consider making a financial donation to support this 
ministry.  Gifts may be made with Tithe.ly on our website 
(click here) or mailed to our fiscal agent (Living Stones 
Prison Congregation, Faith Lutheran Church, 1212       
Connection St., Shelton, WA 98584.) 

“2M at 3 Check-in” 
the second Monday of  
every month at 3 p.m. 
 

As we continue to 
find ways to minister to our men in these isolated 
days, you are invited to a monthly check-in with other 
Living Stones supporters to hear the latest on what's 
happening inside, have questions answered, and join in 
prayer for this ministry. 
 

Zoom link info: 
Topic: Living Stones Update - 2nd Monday at 3 p.m. 
Time: 3:00 PM Pacific Time  
Join Zoom Meeting 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82419255251?
pwd=aXlOUlRIYnF6VW9jWWtoNGVxb1lZUT09 
 Meeting ID: 824 1925 5251; Password: 058162 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For information about the Washington Depart-
ment of Corrections Covid-19 response, click here: 
Safe Start Corrections - DOC phases.  Note that con-
gregational visits probably won’t begin until Step 4.  
We are currently in Step 1. 

 

Pastor Chris makes virtual and in-person  
appearances!  Thanks to the wonder of technolo-
gy, Pastor Chris can obviously be in more than 
one place at the same time! He will be glad to 
share the story of Living Stones and how God  
continues to change lives through this ministry. 
 

To schedule an appearance at your congregation, 
please email him at LivingStonesPastor@outlook.com. 

Stay updated about what is happening with our men 

As our fiscal agent, Faith Lutheran Church, Shelton manages the finances for Living Stones Prison  
Congregation. Please send all financial gifts to Living Stones Prison Congregation, c/o Faith Lutheran 

Church, 1212 Connection St., Shelton, WA 98584. Thank you for your continued support! 

file:///E:/Living Stones/Flyers/Transition Program (Feb 2019 update)/Transition Program half-sheet flyer (color).pdf
https://livingstonesprisoncongregation.com/donate
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82419255251?pwd=aXlOUlRIYnF6VW9jWWtoNGVxb1lZUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82419255251?pwd=aXlOUlRIYnF6VW9jWWtoNGVxb1lZUT09
file:///E:/Living Stones & Stepping Stones/COVID-19/Safe Start Corrections - DOC phases.pdf

