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-Trinity as the impulse to dependence on the self-revelation of God- 

Date:  May 30, 2021 (Pentecost 1) 

1.  Texts:  Isaiah 6:1-8; Ps. 29; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17. 

2.  Subject:  the Trinity. 

3.  Topic:  reliance on the self-revelation of God. 

4.  Aim:  guide. 

5.  Proposition:  “We cannot remake God in our image using our theology.  We can only accept and be transformed 

by his self-revelation.” 

 

NOT TRINITY SUNDAY—AGAIN! 

 

 Trinity Sunday:  It’s a very strange holy day.  Today is dedicated to the 

deepest mystery of the Christian faith, the divine nature of God as the Three-In-

One.  The Bible doesn’t teach this.  The Church struggles to understand it.  No 

one knows how to really communicate it.  In the end, God can only reveal himself 

as he is, and we have only to accept or reject it. 

 

 Orthodox Christianity, of which the Anglican Communion is part, accepts 

the Trinity as fact.  We accept that God exists as one God with three Persons 

sharing the same substance, essence, nature and purpose.  What he is, is God.  

Who he is, is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  That’s a fact for Christians. 

 

 Our acknowledgment of this fact arises from God’s revelation of himself.  

He is God and he has shown he exists as he is.  That self-revelation is hinted at in 

the Bible.  And it took the Christian Church about 300 years to work it out.  At 

this stage in our development, we individual believers can either accept or reject 

it.   

 

 Accepting God as Trinity means that we are part of the one, holy, catholic 

and apostolic Church universal.  Rejecting it means that we are not part of that 

Church.  I don’t think that rejecting it puts our salvation at risk.  After all, we 

could still believe in Jesus as the God-Man whose life, death and resurrection save 

us.  But you can’t be an Anglican Christian or a member of the universal Christian 

Church without accepting the mystery of the Trinity.   

 

 Trinity Sunday is a complicated feast day.  The primary way we can 

celebrate this day is not by trying to understand Trinitarian theology.  Rather, the 
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best we can do is commit ourselves to depending more on God.  This, I think, 

could be important. 

 

 Trinity Sunday is our annual reminder that God is greater than our ability 

to understand or comprehend.  God is far beyond rational thought, theology and 

argument.  We cannot box God in by the use of our scholarship or theology.  We 

cannot remake God in our own image through the use of reason.  Trinity Sunday 

reminds us that God says, “I am who I am and I reveal myself as I am, not as you 

want me to be.”  That’s important.  That’s actually good news.   

 

 In the past people used God as a justification for warfare and persecution.  

God was used to justify antisemitism, pogroms and lynchings.  God was used to 

justify white supremacy and European colonialism.   

 

 On Trinity Sunday we are reminded that God is who God is, not who we 

make him out to be.  On Trinity Sunday we are reminded to rely on his self-

revelation.   

 

 You and I have to work out how we will apply this good news.  If Trinity is 

gospel truth—and inside the Christian Church it is—then this truth must serve 

the abundant life to which Christ is calling us.   

 

 Let’s start with craving more of God’s self-revelation.   

 

 The primary source of God’s self-revelation is Scripture.  For the next 

month, whenever we read Scripture, let’s look for God’s self-revelation.  In the 

prophetic books we see him as a God who speaks to and through people.  In the 

psalms he is a God who listens to and has sympathy for his people.  According to 

Jesus God is the great I AM who is our way, truth and life.  Look for the self-

revelation of God in Scripture. 

 

 Look also to experience God’s self-revelation in prayer.  Ask God—beg 

God—to reveal himself to you.  “Lord, let me know more of you.  Draw me closer 

into your presence.  Shake up my understanding, so that I may let loose of its 

control over my faith.  Prove to me who you are for me.”   
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 Of course, you may worry that you’re not hearing God just right.  Well, 

compare what you’re hearing with what Scripture says.  Let Scripture win out 

every time.   

 

 Then, with whatever revelation we have received through Scripture and 

prayer, let’s work to remodel our lives according to it.  Rather than remake God 

in our image because of what we know, let’s remake our lives according to the 

revelation we have received from him.   

 

 God has revealed himself in self-sacrificing love in creation, in Jesus and in 

our salvation.  So we use his self-sacrificing love as the template for our own 

loves. 

 

 God has revealed that he is the one who accompanies us through all that 

happens to us, around us and through us.  We accompany others as they 

experience the realities of the pandemic. 

 

 God proves time and time again that he is the God who reveals himself in 

love to all.  We reveal that loving God to others.   

 

 We beg God to reveal himself to us in Scripture and in prayer.  We employ 

that self-revelation to our daily lives.  That process is good news all on its own.   

 

 But this process also teaches us reliance on God’s self-revelation.  This, too, 

is good news.  We depend on God to reveal himself and not on our ability to 

comprehend him.  We depend on that self-revelation to be an ongoing reality in 

our daily lives.  Depending on God for revelation means depending on God for 

daily support and guidance. 
 

 Ultimately, Trinity Sunday teaches us to rely on God for our daily spiritual 

food and drink.  “Give us this day our daily bread,” we pray.  Trinity Sunday 

teaches us what this actually means.  Trinity Sunday may be a nearly 

incomprehensible feast day, but it teaches us a most fundamental lesson. 

 

 AMEN.   


