


Contagious Faith in 
Disastrous Times



When things get tough:

 Do you have a faith that 

scatters? 
Or a faith that spreads?



How do we get a faith that 
spreads during              

awful times?



Acts 5:36: 

“Theudas appeared, claiming to be 
somebody, and about four hundred 
men rallied to him. He was killed, all 
his followers were dispersed, and it 
came to nothing.”



How do we get a faith that spreads 
during awful times?

A trust rooted in Jesus,              
not what pleases us.



A trust rooted in Jesus, not what 
pleases us:

• A trust based in what God treasures not our 
pleasures


• A trust based in God’s gift of grace not our 
giftedness


• A trust based in God’s acclaim not our fame



“He thought he was 
something... and he came 

to nothing.”



Acts 5:37 

“After him, Judas the Galilean 
appeared in the days of the 
census and led a band of people 
in revolt. He too was killed, and 
a l l h i s f o l l o w e r s w e r e 
scattered.”




How do we get a faith that spreads 
during awful times?

A hope rooted in eternity,            
not enmity.



James 4:1–2, 4

What causes fights and quarrels among 
you? Don’t they come from your desires 
that battle within you? You desire but do 
not have, so you kill. You covet but you 
cannot get what you want, so you quarrel 
and fight... You adulterous people, don’t 
you know that friendship with the world 
means enmity against God?



Galatians 6:7 (NLT)

 “Don’t be misled, you 

cannot mock the justice 
of God. You will always 
harvest what you plant.”



A hope rooted in eternity, not enmity:

• A hope based in God’s justice, not our 
justice.


• A hope based in God’s righteousness, 
not our self-righteousness.



Acts 5:38-39

“For if their purpose or activity is 
of human origin, it will fail. But if 
it is from God, you will not be 
able to stop these men; you will 
only find yourselves fighting 
against God.”



Acts 5:42

“Day after day, in the temple courts 

and from house to house, they 
never stopped teaching and 

proclaiming the good news that 
Jesus is the Messiah.”




Before God, I am both 
nothing and something.


And there is nothing like being 
something special to God.



If I root my life in just        
One thing [Jesus], 


then I can trust God to 
make something out of 

nothing.



The only question we have to ask: 

Am I rooting my life in 

Jesus & God’s 
purposes?




