
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

“The Lord has appointed me” is a powerful 
declaration of praise and an affirmation of God’s 
authority. There may be no greater truth in the 
universe than the reality that God is in authority 
over all things. It is not only a truism, but it is 
among the most comforting of all thoughts. For 
those of us who serve God, we are on the side of 
the One who is in authority over all things. That is 
a deeply comforting reality that gives us confidence 
to live with extreme optimism and even happiness. 
A faithful Christian, even through moments and 
days of difficulty, should assume a general posture 
of optimism toward the world and the future. 

Are you frightened about the 
future? How might confidence in 
God’s authority change your view of 
the future?

Day 1

Ezra 
1:1-11
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Nearly everyone wants to be remembered. Whether 
it be something as inescapable as a tombstone, or 
something more rare like a biography, remembering 
the lives of the those who have gone before us 
is a significant part of nearly every culture, and 
a desire that most of us wish for our own lives. 
We want to know that our lives mattered. This 
passage seems easy to pass over, until you realize 
that this list is God’s way of remembering those 
who had faith in God’s promise, and were the first 
to return after exile. This listing, while seemingly 
insignificant, is a marker for the Israelite people 
of the faith of those who went before them, and 
even more importantly, of the promises of God 
that were fulfilled. When we read passages like 
this, we should be stirred to remember their lives, 
and we should be reminded that God knows every 
one of us. And although history itself may never 
remember us, God will always remember. This is 
a picture of God’s covenant-keeping love and His 
affection for His people. 

Do you wonder whether you will be 
remembered in the future? How 
might your confidence in God’s love 
and His remembrance of you serve 
to motivate your obedience and 
your faithfulness?

Day 2

Ezra 
2:1-67

Did you notice the omission in verse 68? There’s 
something that should be there that isn’t. The 
passage tells us that some of the family heads 
gave freewill offerings to the Lord. This matters 
because God almost always funds his activity 
through freewill offerings. This is the picture across 
Scripture. And yet, in this instance, although God 
had been faithful to accomplish His promise, and 
although the Israelites had followed Him in faith, it 
appears that some had already moved on and were 
forgetting God’s faithfulness. Only some gave the 
freewill offering, but not all. 

It’s easy to fall into that same forgetfulness, isn’t it? 
We move along in the business of our lives and we 
quickly forget about how good God is to us. We are 
tempted to have confidence in ourselves, and forget 
what God has previously done. 

In what ways has God blessed you 
in the past? How might you need to 
take some time to remember and 
thank God for His faithfulness in 
your life?

Day 3

Ezra 
2:68-70
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In verse 1, we see something remarkable for any 
large group of people, but especially for the 
Israelites. The passage says that the people “gathered 
as one”. This is remarkable unity. So often when 
groups of people are in proximity to one another—
and all the more in our current cultural climate—
we too often try to divide based on our differences 
instead of unify around our commonalities. Not so 
in this moment. The Israelites had experienced the 
goodness of God, and they were working toward 
the purposes of God, and they unified together in 
that moment. It is true that, among the people of 
God, there will always exist reasons for us to be 
divided. Personality conflicts, theological conflicts 
(within the bounds of orthodoxy), methodological 
conflicts, and so on, all exist. And yet the work of 
God must triumph over those things. We need to 
unify to see God’s work accomplished. 

What Christians do you find it 
difficult to partner together with? 
Could God be calling us to work 
intentionally with more believers to 
see the work of God accomplished?

Day 4

Ezra 
3:1-7

As the Israelites were celebrating, and some were 
experiencing sorrow, their cries were incredibly 
loud. They were so loud, they were heard from “far 
away.” There’s a lesson in this, isn’t there? God had 
been working, keeping His promises, showing them 
His faithfulness, and now they were celebrating, 
and their celebration caught the attention of many 
from far away. 

This is exactly how God calls each of His children 
to be. He works redemptively in our lives, He 
transforms us by His grace and our celebration of 
Him ought to be so clear and so powerful that it 
catches the attention of many. Yet for too many 
of us, our celebration is nearly non-existent, or 
we attempt to keep it to ourselves. Too often we 
have forgotten just how significant God’s grace is 
in our lives. God has done much in each of our 
lives, and our response to His grace, especially in 
the eye of the public, speaks to our confidence and 
gratefulness for His grace. 

With whom have you shared the 
celebration of God’s work in your life? 
With whom might you need to share?

Day 5

Ezra 
3:8-13
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