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When I start my sermon preparations, normally I am about three days out, meaning that it’s 

Thursday or Friday, and my procrastination has taken over me. I have some ideas swirling 

around in my head about what I’m going to do, what I’m going to talk about, but nothing really 

formalized. This is how I ran my entire life before I met my wife. I was doing homework at the 

last possible minute. Done one day, due the next. Or sometimes due at 11:59:59, and sent at 

11:59:58.  

 

As I was preparing for this Sunday, I decided to start early. I printed off a layout of the entirety of 

Hebrews Chapter 9, and I had it ready to go for this week. I started my full preparations last 

week, reading through the chapter, underlining and circling points I found important and 

interesting. Once that was done, I took a break. I read some commentaries, which were 

somewhat dull, but provided crucial context to the passage. Once I was done all that, I sat down 

on Tuesday in front of my computer, Word open, fingers ready to type. 

 

The little line on the screen blinked, waiting for me to begin typing up the grandiose sermon 

which was to come. However, nothing came.  

 

Normally, I have a ton of ideas that are swirling around. I have a super cool anecdote, or really 

neat illustration that goes along with the passage. Pastor Tom even has a book, in his office, of 

7700 different illustrations that go along with different passages in the Bible. (Don’t tell him I told 

you!). These offered some aid, but nothing centralized around a main point in my mind. I was 

completely blanking. I had just told Pastor Serge earlier that day how excited I was to preach. 

And yet here I was; the full chapter to work from, and nothing to say.  

 

In that moment of watching time tick away, and Microsoft Word’s little writing baton blink, I felt 

God simply say; Worship Me. It was a strange feeling. I felt compelled to just leave the 

computer for a moment, and just worship God. I have recently watched a DVD by Paul Baloche 

about becoming a more connected and vibrant worship leader. One of the biggest things Paul 

does is that during the week, he goes to the sanctuary at his church, hooks up his guitar to the 

system, and just sings and plays worship songs to God. He becomes himself, a worshipper. 

Sometimes he invites others to join him, sometimes he plays alone. But his whole purpose is 

just to worship God. To praise and honour Him. I felt God calling me to the same thing. I picked 

up my guitar, and I opened Planning Centre, and I went through 3 songs. I sang them loudly 

and proudly. I then sat down, and I read over the Scripture again. I wanted to hear what God 

really had to say about His Word that I could relay to you that is crucial. What He said was 

Worship Me.  

 

I know that without that time of quieting my heart, God would not have revealed what He wanted 

to say to me. Kaelyn has just lead us in some amazing songs of worship and of praise. We have 

proclaimed God’s attributes, and we have announced our desire for his closeness. Reading the 



Word of God, in tandem with singing songs to His glory, are supreme ways of worshipping God 

and giving Him the reverence due His name.  

I came away from that time with something that struck deeply within my soul. And it’s this point; 

Jesus Christ is absolutely unique. (Pause, smile). 

 

What do I mean by that? Let’s dig into the Word and let’s let God reveal His son’s perfect 

uniqueness to us.If you’ll open with me to Hebrews Chapter 9, we’ll be ready the whole chapter 

together, and then we will work through what God is going to say to us. I am reading from the 

English Standard Version.  

1 Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of holiness. 2 

For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and the table and the 

bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a second 

section called the Most Holy Place, 4 having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the 

covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden urn holding the manna, and 

Aaron's staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 5 Above it were the cherubim of glory 

overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. 

6 These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into the first section, 

performing their ritual duties, 7 but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a 

year, and not without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of 

the people. 8 By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the holy places is not yet opened 

as long as the first section is still standing 9 (which is symbolic for the present age). According 

to this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the 

worshiper, 10 but deal only with food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body 

imposed until the time of reformation. 

Redemption Through the Blood of Christ 

11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through 

the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he 

entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by 

means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and 

bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification 

of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive 

the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 

transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For where a will is involved, the death of 

the one who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not 

in force as long as the one who made it is alive. 18 Therefore not even the first covenant was 

inaugurated without blood. 19 For when every commandment of the law had been declared by 

Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and 

hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the 



covenant that God commanded for you.” 21 And in the same way he sprinkled with the blood 

both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is 

purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but 

the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ has entered, not 

into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, 

now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, 

as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, 26 for then he would 

have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared 

once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is 

appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been 

offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save 

those who are eagerly waiting for him. 

A few weeks ago when Brian preached, he said something along these lines, “isn’t something 

unique absolutely unique by it’s nature?”. And i agree. It does appear to be redundant, but with 

Jesus, it fits perfectly.  

 

Luckily for us, the author of Hebrews absolutely grasps Christ’s uniqueness, and he wants to 

relay that uniqueness and perfection to us. When I went over this on Tuesday, right after I had 

finished worshipping God in song and reading, I didn’t immediately burst into tears, or feel this 

overwhelming sense of what was to come. Truthfully, what I wanted was for God to draw me a 

roadmap of my sermon during that worship time. Instead, at the end of the song Here’s My 

Heart, I sang the words; Speak what is true. Speak-what-is-true. And this is what I have been 

praying through for this sermon. That each of you listening, regardless of your stance with God 

would be seeking what is true.  

 

So, what is the truth of Christ’s uniqueness according to chapter 9? Here’s our main point. 

 

Jesus Christ’s blood is perfectly sufficient, and absolutely required, in order to redeem 

us from our sins, and nothing past, nor present, nor future; not the law of Moses, not the 

Prophets of the nation of Israel, nothing at all can bring the same redemption as His 

blood brought.  

 

It’s simple, friends. We need blood on our hands. Now that’s a pithy title if I’ve ever made one.  

It brings to mind the wages of war; when soldiers kill another man, and in the process they 

literally spill the blood of the person onto their hands. They are forced to bring that blood with 

them throughout the battle, heading back into the camp in order to wash the blood away. For 

these soldiers, the blood of their enemies and their friends alike became a metaphor. When they 

speak of these things, they speak in a sort of parable. Often soldiers wrought with guilt have 

been “unable to wash away the blood”, meaning they feel as if they can never forget what they 

have done; they cannot escape the killing. 

 



As Christians, we desperately need the blood of Jesus on our hands. If you don’t know the Lord, 

this might sound insane; know that I am speaking metaphorically. The blood is imagery, but it is 

deeply rooted in the customs of the Israelite ancestors, and at that time, it was all but 

metaphoric.  

 

Right now, we’re going to roll back the sands of time, and if you’ll journey with me, we’re going 

back to the 13th century before Christ. Moses was at the helm during this time. This is long after 

the Red Sea crossing, and the 10 Commandments at Mount Sinai. We are wandering the desert 

now with the Israelites. They need leadership from God, and their remembrance of what He has 

done is waning.  

 

In the book of Leviticus, what is required from the High Priest of the Israelites at the time, Aaron, 

is clearly explained. Leviticus 16, “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall 

make atonement for himself and for his house. [...] And he shall take some of the blood of the 

bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of 

the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times.” The passage 

goes on to discuss the sacrifice of the goat in a similar manner, and then explains Aaron’s 

entrance procedures into the tent of meeting. This tent was laid out clearly by our author in 

Hebrews here.  

 

Aaron had to enter with two dead animals, their meats separated, and their blood in bowls, 

prepared to spread upon the mercy seat. The mercy seat is the lid of the ark, for those who 

didn’t know that term. This is graphic imagery. It was not something simple to do, or a place 

easy to access. Aaron had to enter this place only once per year. It is stated in tradition that a 

rope was tied to his feet, so that if he, or any succeeding high priests were to die in the 

presence of God, the priests outside the inner tent would be able to drag out his body.  

 

Doesn’t sound much like how we atone for our sins, does it? 

 

Once Aaron had atoned for himself, his family, and the people of Israel, he could then leave the 

inner tent, only to return after another year. Aaron was selected by God for this task that would 

lend itself to a lineage of nearly 1300 years of blood sacrifices, whether in a tent, or in a Temple. 

 

This system was imperfect. It could not accomplish what God wanted to accomplish. In fact, it 

was imperfect by design. No sinful man could ever be the perfect high priest, no blood sacrifice 

could ever make the true atonement for the sin, all while being housed in a tent made from 

stretched canvas, and articles made of wood and gold, all built by man’s hands. Nothing about 

the physical aspects of this situation is divine.  

 

The most important thing it had was intent. Aaron being Israel’s intercessor is an image of Christ 

being our intercessor.  Intercessor here means a stand-in. The blood in the bowls which Aaron 

brought into the inner tent is an image of the blood which Christ brought, the blood of Himself to 

the altar.  

 



Someone who takes the place of someone else. Christ is our High Priest. We do not have a 

High Priest who is sinful, and must enter the Holy of Holies in order to purge His life of sin. He 

does not sin at all, and therefore never needs to enter on behalf of Himself, but only on behalf of 

us. Just as in some way, Aaron entered on behalf of Israel. If Christ is our High Priest, we do not 

need another High Priest. We do not need to rely on another man to go into a physical tent, built 

upon the deeds of man on earth, but instead we have Jesus Christ, the sinless perfect High 

Priest entering into the Holy of Holies in the heavens to intercede on our behalf. That separation 

is key here. Aaron, the bulls, the tent, it was all earthen, and bound by the realities of the 

requirements of the time. When Christ came, that changed completely. We no longer had a 

High Priest who could not even stand in God’s presence, we suddenly had God standing in 

God’s presence in perfection, not on earth.  So that is important takeaway #1 - Jesus is the 

absolutely unique sacrifice because He is the perfect High Priest 

 

What about the sacrifice itself then? What about that blood we mentioned earlier? 

 

This is the truly beautiful imagery of Christ’s death. Those sacrifices of the bulls and the goats, 

we’re all images of the blood that Jesus Christ would shed on the cross. Christ’s death is the 

image of the blood. Obviously, Jesus’ physical blood that was in his veins on earth is not what 

cleanses us from eternal sins; His blood is the visual for us to show that His death and 

resurrection lead us to eternal life. When Jesus went to His death on the cross, He knew what 

was to come. He understood that it was the only way to achieve perfect redemption, without 

constant need for animal sacrifices. The access was granted through his blood, vs. 12 of 

Hebrews 9; “He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and 

calves but by means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.”  

 

The sacrificial system of the Old Covenant was enough to get the Israelites by in this regard. 

The blood of bulls and goats sprinkled onto the mercy seat of the ark was just enough to get the 

Israelites by for another year, and another year, and another year, all leading up to the point 

when our Perfect High Priest walked into the heavenly tent of meeting. At the true ark of the 

covenant, and sprinkled his own blood from the bowl onto the seat, and marked each edge of 

the mercy seat with His own blood. There are so many images in this section it is difficult for me 

to focus on even one, but the one I just mentioned really took me aback. As Aaron marked the 

edges of the mercy seat, perfectly closed upon the Ark, so does Christ mark the edges of mercy 

with His own blood; and that mercy seat perfectly fitted to cover the law.  

 

The difference between the blood of Christ, and the blood of these rams and goats is not only 

significant because of its location, the tents being on earth and in heaven, but it’s also incredibly 

significant that Christ did this one-single-time. Aaron was entering yearly, every other High 

Priest in the lineage of succession was entering once a year, but Christ did not enter once a 

year to offer Himself up. He entered one time. Offering up His blood once, sprinkling us once. 

And that once sprinkling is our salvation. Christ’s death occurred once, on one cross at one 

time. He went into the grave once, and 3 days later rose again once for our redemption, proving 

His worthiness to be our mediator. 

 



When we are “sprinkled with His blood”, what does that mean for you logically, out there in the 

congregation today? It means you are offered salvation. It means that Christ is the one standing 

in the place of the High Priest, standing in front of the Ark of God, sprinkling His own blood not 

for His sins, but for our sins. The sins of those He loves and cares for and desires total 

atonement for.  

 

All that is in our court is to do, is accept what He has already done for us. We don’t need to 

choose from the flocks of animals that most of us don’t have, and pilgrimage 10000 kilometers 

to offer up these sacrifices, because Christ did it all, one single time, 2000 years ago.  

 

Why did He do it? Because He loves you. Because He loves us. 

 

That’s point #2 - Jesus is the absolutely unique sacrifice because His sacrifice is eternal, 

once and for all, and never ending.  

 

So what more could we possibly desire than to have full atonement before God, not have to give 

consistent blood sacrifices, or have an intercessory human high priest offer sin sacrifices for us? 

Sounds like we got off pretty scot-free and down easy street, doesn’t it! 

 

I believe the truth is that we want a relationship. What we want is for Christ to come into our 

lives, and give us meaning, purpose and direction. For Christ to come and atone, to remove, our 

sins is amazing. This is what sets us free. His blood breaks the chains of oppression. But that 

cannot be all it is, because while Christ atoned for us, He actually took things one step further 

than what was ever possible by the original line of High Priests. 

 

You see, High Priests of the Old Covenant simply cleansed the people before God. They 

brought them from their negative point of stature (aka sinful state) back to a normal state (0). 

They lived their entire lives, going on for generations in this way. Going from negative to 0, 

negative to 0, every year, for over a thousand years. Then Christ comes, and not only does He 

bring you out of this cycle of “sin reparations” but He actually brings you into a relationship with 

God Almighty. His intercession is so fulfilling that He brings you into a positive standing position 

with God.  

 

Without that Christly intercession, there would be no hope of ever gaining any foothold with 

God. Because of that all-important blood shed on the cross, Jesus becomes not only the 

Saviour, but the bridge over the canyon of sin into new life. He prepares the way forward for us 

to meet in right standing with God. vs. 15; “Therefore He is the mediator of a new covenant, so 

that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has 

occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant”.  

 

The door is opened to us in relationship to God because Christ was our stopgap. He ended the 

separation. He mediates a new covenant between God and His people, rather than duct taping 

up an Old Covenant every year until the perfect tradesman comes to fix it once and for all.  

 



That is why our final point here today is a reality: #3 Jesus is the absolutely unique sacrifice 

because He brings us into relationship with God.  

 

Jesus Christ’s blood is perfectly sufficient, and absolutely required, in order to redeem 

us from our sins, and nothing past, nor present, nor future; not the law of Moses, not the 

Prophets of the nation of Israel, nothing at all can bring the same redemption as His 

blood brought. 

 

This is why we need Jesus’ blood on our hands. He is the perfect connection, the perfect 

mediator, between ourselves and God Himself. God brought forward the laws of the Tanakh, the 

Old Testament, as a forerunner for Jesus Christ’s sacrifice. His death on the cross was exactly 

what was required to satisfy God’s requirement for atonement. The animal sacrifices were a 

consistent reminder of Israel’s childship under Yahweh. They were His children, just as we now 

are His children.  

 

When in Hebrews 9, the author writes; “ For where a will is involved, the death of the one 

who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death, since it is not 

in force as long as the one who made it is alive.” Christ’s death had to be established in 

order to for the legal transition to be made between the covenants. That is my greatest 

joy. Our Saviour’s death was horrific, and yet absolutely unique in its requirement.  

 

Let us be reminded of that today. Let us rejoice in that truth today; the blood of Christ is 

sufficient. The blood of Christ covers all, and leads us into an everlasting relationship 

with Him. Thank You Lord Jesus. Thank you for your sacrifice for us in the inner tent of 

the heavenlies.  

 

You alone are worthy of true praise. You are worthy of our worship. As Kaelyn and the 

team come up to lead us in our closing songs, let us be reminded of this worthiness and 

of this praise. Let us bring honour and glory to the name of Christ for what He has done.  

 

 


