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Through the Storm 
“Seeing God’s Face” 

Genesis 33:1-10; 2 Corinthians 7:5-7 
Delivered during the COVID-19 pandemic via Livestream  

at Central Baptist Church on May 16, 2021 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE 01) We are doing a series entitled Through the Storm.  The idea here is 
that we all face storms in life.  We wish we could avoid them, but we cannot.  When we 
are in a storm we wish it would go away, but so often it does not.  Most of the time, the 
only thing we can to do is to go through the storm. This series is about a few ways to get 
through the storms in your life. 

o Today I want to talk about a very specific way that God meets us in the storm.  
Yet, we often miss it and wonder where God is because we are looking for 
something too dramatic and spectacular. 

 For instance, you find yourself in a storm where you have to make a difficult and life-
altering decision.  What you need is God’s guidance.  So often Christians look for God to 
guide them through dramatic and spectacular ways.  We look for signs from heaven. We 
talk about fleeces.  We ask God to speak directly to us.   

o Yet, I’ve met many Christians who feel disillusioned because they don’t feel that 
God has guided them.  They can’t hear his voice.  There hasn’t been any sign.   

 And yet, I want to suggest to you that we may very well have missed how 
God spoke to us because it was so ordinary and obvious.   

 Or, let’s say you find yourself in a storm where the waves of grief and sorrow feeling like 
they are going to sink you.  You struggle with loneliness or depression.  Your marriage 
fell apart.  You miscarried.  Or your spouse died.  

o And so you ask God to meet with you, but it feels like he is not in the storm with 
you.  You cry out in frustration like Job did in his grief, (SHOW SLIDE 02) “Oh, 
that I knew where I might find him.” (Job 23:3) 

 Again, I want to show you we might be missing how God is comforting us, 
because he is doing it in such plain and ordinary ways. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 03) So what is this ordinary and obvious way that God meets with 
his people?  Is it through Bible reading? Is it through prayer?  Is it through creation?  He 
certainly meets us through these ways, but what we are going to look at today is even 
more ordinary. 

o So, this morning I want to show you this way God meets with us and then apply 
it to three areas: our need for God’s guidance, God’s comfort, and God’s 
forgiveness. 

 
HOW GOD MEETS US IN THE STORM 

 So, in the first place let me show you (SHOW SLIDE 04) The undramatic, unspectacular, 
wonderfully ordinary way God meets us in the storm. 
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o How’s that for the longest wording you’ve ever heard a preacher make for a 
main point?  Let’s get to it by looking at how God met with Jacob in the midst of 
a big storm in his life.   

 The background is that Jacob is a twin brother to Esau.  Twenty years before the events 
Genesis 33 Jacob had cheated his brother out their father’s blessing.  Esau had vowed to 
kill Jacob and so Jacob fled.  For twenty years Jacob lived under the threat of this vow. 

o During this time Jacob got married, had twelve sons, gained tremendous wealth, 
and had many servants.  But a day came when he was forced to return to Esau’s 
territory.  Jacob could see the storm coming and it was a big one.   

 And so Jacob sent messengers ahead to ask Esau’s favour. They returned 
and said that Esau was coming with four hundred men. And so Genesis 
32:7 says, “Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed.” (Gen 32:7). 
He divides his people into two camps so at least some will survive.  He 
asks God to rescue him from the storm.  He sends three caravans of gifts 
ahead of him to Esau in an attempt to appease Esau.  

 But Esau keeps coming.  The hurricane is drawing near.  In Genesis 33:1 we read (SHOW 
SLIDE 05) “And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau was coming, and 
four hundred men with him.” (Gen 33:1)   

o 400 fighting men?!  Surely Esau is out for blood and is going to wipe out his 
entire family for what Jacob did to him. 

 Esau and the army are now perhaps 800m away.  Jacob leaves his family starts walking 
all alone toward Esau.  As he walks, he stops every few steps and bows to the ground 
desperately trying to show Esau that he is sorry.  Verse 3 says, (SHOW SLIDE 06) 
“[Jacob] went on before them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he 
came near to his brother.” (Gen 33:3) 

o Esau is getting closer now, perhaps 300m away.  It is then that Jacob looks up in 
terror to see that Esau has broken from the 400 men and is running straight 
toward him.   

 Is this how Jacob’s life will end?  With his brother beating him to death in 
front of his family and 400 men cheering Esau on?   

 But Jacob never could have guessed what would happened next.  Verse 4 says, (SHOW 
SLIDE 07) “But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and fell on his neck and kissed 
him, and they wept.” (Gen 33:4) 

o Did Jesus have this scene in mind when he told the famous story about the 
prodigal son returning home and said, (SHOW SLIDE 08) “But while he was still a 
long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced 
him and kissed him.” (Lk 15:20) 

 What a moment!  Jacob knows how wrong his actions were.  He sinned against God and 
against his brother.  He knows he doesn’t deserve acceptance and mercy.  Yet, God has 
clearly been at work in Esau’s heart over the years.  Far from seeking revenge, Esau is 
not even holding a grudge.  Esau gives Jacob more than just forgiveness – he full 
embraces and accepts him. 
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o In that moment Jacob’s heart is overcome with God’s grace toward him. He had 
asked God to rescue him, but God has granted him much more than rescue.  God 
has provided complete reconciliation between these estranged brothers. 

 Jacob saw God at work in all of this.  When Esau tries to give back all of 
Jacob’s gifts, Jacob insists that he keep them.  And then we come to the 
main point.  With deep emotion we read in verse 10: (SHOW SLIDE 09) 
“Jacob said, ‘No, please, if I have found favor in your sight, then accept 
my present from my hand. For I have seen your face, which is like 
seeing the face of God, and you have accepted me.’” (Gen 33:10) 

 Do you see it then?  What is this undramatic, unspectacular, wonderfully ordinary way 
God meets us in the storm. Answer: God meets us through other people.   

o Jacob is seeing God’s face in the face of Esau.  God is meeting with Jacob through 
Esau.   

 It was through Esau’s acceptance that Jacob encountered the acceptance 
of God.  

 It was through Esau’s forgiveness that Jacob encountered the forgiveness 
of God.   

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 10) Too often we create categories for how God meets with us.  We 
believe God meets us in prayer or Bible reading.  That is true!  We also believe that 
people can helps us and that we can help them.  That is true!  But here we learn that we 
must bring together what we often separate.  Here we see that God meets us through 
other people so that we can say to another person, “I have seen your face, which is like 
seeing the face of God.” 

o Sometimes God meets us in the storm through dramatic ways like miracles.  Yes!  
Praise God!   

o Sometimes God meets us in the storm through his word and personal prayer.  
Again, yes!  Praise his name!   

o And sometimes God meets us in the storm by making us stand in awe of his 
creation.  Yes!  Thank you, Lord! 

 But one of the most common ways that God meets us in the storm is 
through ordinary people, through everyday conversation, through simple 
words that others speak, or through a hug.  It is all so undramatic and 
unspectacular, but when it happens it is exactly what you need.  You’ve 
been strengthened to face the storm and you can look at that person and 
say, “I have seen your face, which is like seeing the face of God.” 

 
HOW GOD COMFORTS US THROUGH OTHER PEOPLE 

 So let’s go deeper into this and talk about some specific areas where God meets us 
through other people.  So, in the second place let’s talk about (SHOW SLIDE 11) how 
God comforts us through other people. 

o So imagine you are in that dark storm and you pray to God to come and help 
you: “Lord, I am so lonely.  I am so sad.  I just don’t know how I can even go on.  
I need your strength and so am asking that you would meet with me.”   
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 Now, how do you expect God will answer that prayer?  He could answer 
it in many ways but let’s think about a time when the apostle Paul prayed 
that exact prayer. 

 He writes in 2 Corinthians 7:5, (SHOW SLIDE 12) “. . . when we came into Macedonia, 
our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear 
within.”  Paul might be an apostle but he is human.  This storm is so bad it seems like 
the ship of his life is breaking apart. Afflicted at every turn.  Nothing good happening.  
Opposed by others.  Fear consuming his heart.  What Paul needs is comfort. 

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 13) How did God answer Paul’s prayer?  Well, the door 
opened and an angel walked in the room.  We might say, “yes, that’s what I am 
talking about. I want an angel to walk through the door.  That would comfort 
me, but God does not meet me like that.”   

o Well, to be more accurate, it was not an angel, it was actually God who walked 
through the door.  We say, “I don’t know what that means, but that is exactly 
what I have asked for and yet God never walks through the door when I need 
comfort.” 

 Listen, it was God who walked through the door.  It was also an angel 
that walked through the door, for an angel is simply a messenger of God.  
Well, what was it?  God, or an angel?  Yes.  In Paul’s darkest moment the 
door opened and in walked a perfectly ordinary man named Titus.  He’s 
just a normal guy who was Paul’s friend.  We don’t know what he said, 
but within a short while Paul realized his prayers had been answered.  
Paul felt comforted and strengthened.   

 You might say, “Okay, so it wasn’t really an angel or God who walked through the 
door.”  Yes it was.  Listen to what Paul writes,  

o (SHOW SLIDE 14) “5 For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had 
no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear within. 
6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus.” 

 So who comforted Paul?  God did.  (SHOW SLIDE 15 ). 6 But God, who 
comforts the downcast, comforted us.” How did God meet with Paul to 
comfort him?  (SHOW SLIDE 16) “by the coming of Titus.”   

 So God himself comforted Titus.  And God did it through his messenger Titus.  Think of 
all the times when you have been comforted by another person.  That is God comforting 
you through that person.  He’s meeting with you all the time.  That email that 
encouraged you? That was God!  That phone call that came at just the right time? That 
was God!  The evening with friends that lifted your spirits?  That was God! 

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 17) We often wonder why God doesn’t meet with us in the 
storm.  But he’s been meeting with us continually through others.  When you 
feel comforted by someone you can look at them and say, “I have seen your 
face, which is like seeing the face of God.” 

 So pay attention to where God is meeting with you.  And then also ask 
how you can be God’s comfort to others.  Pray he will lead you to help 
someone.  Encourage someone.  God will work through you. 
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HOW GOD GUIDES US THROUGH OTHER PEOPLE 
 Next let’s talk about (SHOW SLIDE 18) how God guides us through other people. 

o Another storm that we often face is not knowing what path to walk in life.  We 
need to make a major decision about a job, choosing a marriage partner, or 
some other decision.  So often Christians look for God to speak to them in 
spectacular ways.  I am not downplaying for a moment that he can and does 
meet with us in dramatic ways in these moments. 

 But one of the greatest ways he helps to guide us is through the wisdom 
of trusted people.  

 The classic passage on the will of God is Rom 12:2. 
o (SHOW SLIDE 19) “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of 
God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Rom 12:2) 

 So many things could be said about knowing God’s will, but there is one 
thing that is often missed in this verse.  It is the simple fact that Paul is 
writing this to a church community.  This entire process of renewing your 
mind so you can discern God’s will is a community thing.  It is not just you 
and your Bible and God.  The direct context is living out your Christian life 
in a local church.  In community with others.  So God uses other people to 
help renew your mind to discern God’s will.  That is why Proverbs 15:22 
says, (SHOW SLIDE 20) 

 “Without counsel plans fail,  
but with many advisers they succeed.” 

 So when you have a major decision to make, one of the ways to discern what God wants 
is to talk to wise and godly people.  Each one may contribute one more thought on what 
you should do. 

 
HOW GOD MEETS US IN FORGIVENESS 

 Finally, let’s look at (SHOW SLIDE 21) how God meets us in forgiveness. 
o We sometimes find it hard to believe that God forgives us.  A storm of guilt and 

shame fills our hearts.  Of course, we should trust the promises of scripture that 
declare God’s forgiveness to those who trust in Christ.   

 But here as well, God meets us through other people.  Jacob experienced 
the forgiveness and acceptance of Esau and saw God in it all.  God’s 
forgiveness was made real through Esau’s actions. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 22) Have you ever been forgiven by someone?  I mean that kind of 
forgiveness where you know you do not deserve it, but they grant it.  Like Jacob, you 
weep when they embrace you.  The burden just falls away and you are filled with peace. 
That person’s forgiveness is a mirror of God’s forgiveness to you through Christ. 

o Think of another story in Paul’s life.  Before Christ saved him he was persecuting 
Christians.  His other name is Saul.  Contrary to popular opinion he never 
changed his named.  His Jewish name is Saul.  His Roman name was Paul.  Two 
different languages and so two different names and he used both after his 
conversion..  Anyways, Saul persecuting the early Christians and dragging them 
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off to prison.  But then the risen Jesus met Saul on the road to Damascus.  Saul 
was blinded by the light of Christ.  He was led into the city and was in a house.  I 
can only imagine what those days were like for him.  He realized that in 
persecuting Christians he had been attacking the risen Jesus himself.  He saw 
how wrong he had been in all that he had done.  He knew his guilt.  He felt the 
shame. 

 But then God opened the door and came in the room.  Only it was a 
Christian man named Ananias.  God had told Ananias to go and see Saul 
and God told Ananias how he had saved Saul and would now use him to 
spread the good news of Christ to the world.   

 So imagine Saul sitting there in the darkness.  Talk about a storm.  He can’t see.  He is 
overcome with guilt and shame.  He can’t go back to his old life for they will not have 
him.  And yet, he can’t join the Christians because he is responsible for their 
imprisonment and deaths.   

o And then Ananias walks through the door.  He walked up to him and placed his 
hands on him.  Do you know the first words that he spoke to Saul?  He said, 
“Brother Saul.”  And when he said that immediately something like scales fell 
from Saul’s eyes and he regained his sight.  “Brother Saul.”  Oh what forgiveness 
and grace are in those words. 

 Saul, you did wicked things, but Jesus is a merciful Saviour.  You are not 
only forgiven, you are welcomed as a son into God’s family.  You are 
loved.  You belong.  And you, Saul, are now my brother.   

 God’s forgiveness and grace met Saul through Ananias embracing him as a brother.   
o God’s forgiveness is made real in our lives when others forgive us.  And God’s 

forgiveness is made real other people’s lives when we forgive them.  God’s 
acceptance of us through Christ is made real when we accept others after they 
have sinned and when we grant acceptance. 

 God’s forgiveness through other people. 
 All of this brings us to the very heart of Christianity.  The Christian message is not just 

words about how God exists, words about how he is merciful, words about how he loves 
us, or words about how we can be forgiven.  Oh yes, those words are there and they are 
wonderful words.  Ah, but the words have been made flesh.  The concepts that God says 
about who he is are all made real in the person of Jesus Christ. 

o The invisible God has been made visible in Jesus Christ.  So we do not just talk 
about how loving God is – we point at Jesus washing his disciples feet, Jesus 
caring for the outcast, Jesus giving his very life on the cross and we say, “There is 
God’s love for us in a person.” 

o We do not just talk about how merciful and forgiving God is – we point to Jesus 
forgiving people of their sins and pouring out his blood as the sacrifice on the 
cross for us. 

 When we look upon the face of Christ, we say far more than Jacob did.  
Jacob said, “I have seen your face, which is like seeing the face of God” 
But we can now strike out the word “like” and say of Jesus, “I have seen 
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your face, which is like seeing the face of God.”  To see Christ is to see 
God.  God has come to us in person.   

 God comes to us supremely in Christ.  And God comes to us in other people.  Do two 
things this week: 

o First, (SHOW SLIDE 23) recognize when God meets you through other people.   
 You may not always get it right or see it perfectly, but if after meeting 

with someone you feel encouraged, or you feel more drawn to Christ, 
more led to follow him, then give praise to God for he has met you 
through that person.  When you recognize this, you will see that God is 
meeting with you far more than you think. 

o Second, (SHOW SLIDE 24) be God’s hands, voice, smile, and feet to other 
people.   

 God does not have to use any of us.  He could speak directly to anyone he 
likes.  But God has chosen to meet with other people through you.  Titus 
was God’s comforting voice to Paul.  Ananias was God’s forgiving hand to 
touch Paul.  Jesus said that when we care for people by giving them food, 
or water, or welcoming them, we are literally doing it for him. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 25) Begin each day and say, “Father, I offer 
myself to you.  Be pleased to use me today to love others.”  Then 
think about and watch for opportunities where you can speak an 
encouraging word to someone, where you can use your hands to 
help someone, where your feet can walk to go and assist 
someone.  Who knows but that you are God’s instrument in that 
moment and that person says to you, “I have seen your face, 
which is like seeing the face of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 


