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May 16, 2021
Ascension Sunday

Church of St. John the Divine



St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the
Lekwungen speaking people.

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of
this community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive
and serving community which is open to all.

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long
history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and
opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community.

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage)
are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we.

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. For the time being due to the instructions from
the Provincial Health Officer in-person attendance at services is not possible.

The Sunday morning service will be held virtually on Zoom. Please check our website on how to

attend: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or contact admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca

Sunday Evensong will continue livestreamed weekly on the church website and Facebook pages.

Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website.
Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking phone messages
and answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive
prayer for yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their
prayers. Please contact: the church office at the above email address.
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don't.
Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like.

Officiant: The Ven. Alastair Singh-McCollum

Music: The MacRae Choral Scholars; Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar;
David Stratkauskas, Director of Music

Videographer: Karen Coverett

In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder — realising that any
language about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God
as male, or in terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not
to restrict or define our understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about
the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of
the God beyond all words.

COVER IMAGE: Window, St John the Divine, Victoria
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Music: William Smith (1603-1645)

O Lord, open thou our lips.

And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us.

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.

Psalm 8

1 O Lord our Governor, how excellent is thy Name in all the world *
thou that has set thy glory above the heavens!

2 Out of the mouth of very babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength, because of
thine enemies *

that thou mightest still the enemy, and the avenger.

3 For | will consider thy heavens, even the works of thy fingers *
the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained.

4 What is man, that thou art mindful of him *

and the son of man, that thou visitest him?

5 Thou madest him lower than the angels *

to crown him with glory and worship.

6 Thou makest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands *
and thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet;

7 All sheep and oxen *

yea, and the beasts of the field;

8 The fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea *

and whatsoever walketh through the paths of the seas.

9 O Lord our Governor *

how excellent is thy Name in all the world!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen.



2 Kings 2.1-15

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the
Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you
yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know
that today the Lord will take your master away from you?’ And he said, ‘Yes, |
know; keep silent.

Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they came
to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and
said to him, ‘Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from
you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, | know; be silent.’

Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he
said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So the two of
them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at
some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah
took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the
one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what | may do for you,
before | am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.” He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as | am
being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them,
and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying
out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could
no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and
stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from
him, and struck the water, saying, ‘Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” When he
had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and
Elisha went over.

When the company of prophets who were at Jericho saw him at a distance, they
declared, ‘The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” They came to meet him and bowed
to the ground before him.



Text: Lk. 1:46-55 Music: William Byrd (2" Service)

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath
magnified me; and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him
throughout all generations. He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the
mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek. He hath filled
the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. He
remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel; As he promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Text: Rev. 5

Then | saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the
inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and | saw a mighty angel proclaiming
with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one
in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it.
And | began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or
to look into it. Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and
its seven seals.’

Then | saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a
Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went and took the
scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne. When he had
taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the
Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of
the saints. They sing a new song: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its
seals, for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God saints from
every tribe and language and people and nation; you have made them to be a
kingdom and priests serving our God, and they will reign on earth.’

Then | looked, and | heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the
living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, singing with full voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honour and glory and
blessing!” Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth
and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, ‘To the one seated on the throne and
to the Lamb be blessing and honour and glory and might for ever and ever!” And the
four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’ And the elders fell down and worshipped.
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Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Byrd

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For
mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all
people; To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people
Israel.

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

| BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He
descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended
into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy
Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of
sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord be with you;

And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us
not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;

And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen;

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;

And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;

And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us;

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.



First Collect, of the day:
O ALMIGHTY GOD, whose blessed Son our Saviour Jesus Christ ascended far above
all heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that,
according to his promise, he abideth with his Church on earth, even unto the end
of the ages; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with
thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. The Episcopal Church

Second Collect, for Peace:
O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we
being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and
quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Third Collect, for Aid Against All Perils:
LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend
us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Music: Thomas Weelkes (1576-1623)

All people, clap your hands, sing loud unto the Lord with a joyful voice.

God is gone up with triumph, e'en the Lord with the sound of the trumpet.
Praise the Lord with harp, sing unto him with viol and instruments of music.
Let us rejoice in the living God from this time forth for evermore. Amen.

Music: Amy Beach (1867-1944)

Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto you.
Not as the world giveth give | unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled.



(NEP 613) Text: M. Sayward (b. 1932). Music: GUITING POWER, John Barnard (b. 1948)
© The Jubilate Group. All rights to text and music reserved; used under Onelicence.net #A-719606.

1 Christ triumphant, ever reigning,
Saviour, Master, King!
Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining,
hear us as we sing:

Yours the glory and the crown,

the high renown, the eternal name.

2 Word incarnate, truth revealing,
Son of Man on earth!
power and majesty concealing
by your humble birth:
Yours the glory...

3 Suffering servant, scorned, ill - treated,
victim crucified!
death is through the cross defeated,
sinners justified:

Yours the glory...

4 Priestly king, enthroned for ever
high in heaven above!
sin and death and hell shall never
stifle hymns of love:

Yours the glory...

5 So, our hearts and voices raising
through the ages long,
ceaselessly upon you gazing,
this shall be our song:

Yours the glory...

The Anglican Church of St John the Divine
(Diocese of British Columbia / Anglican Church of Canada)

1611 Quadra Street Victoria BC VW 2L5 250.383.7169
stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
facebook.com/musicSJD



