
 

GATHERING: The Spirit Calls Us Together 
Prelude 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us 
give thanks for the gift of baptism.  

We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have created all, and you water the earth 
abundantly. Oceans, rivers and streams bless you. 

 

All life is sustained by you, our Source.  
We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin and raises us up to 
new life. Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life. Here, death is washed away 
forever. 
 

Here, we are grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the healing of the world.  
Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, and throughout all creation. 
Cleanse us from our fears and drown our divisions. Grant that all may drink of your mercy and 
peace. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Council at Jerusalem 
7th Sunday in Easter 

May 16, 2021—9:30 am 



 

Opening Hymn                                 “You are Holy (Prince of Peace)” 
 

(Chorus)  You are holy.  (You are holy.) You are mighty. (You are mighty.) 
You are worthy, (You are worthy,) worthy of praise. (worthy of praise.) 

I will follow. (I will follow.) I will listen. (I will listen.) I will love you. (I will love you.) 
All of my days.  (All of my days.) 

 

(Verse 1)  I will sing to and worship the King who is worthy. 
I will love and adore you.  I will bow down before you.  

I will sing to and worship the King who is worthy. 
I will love and adore you.  I will bow down before you. 

You’re my Prince of Peace, and I will live my life for you. 
 

(Verse 2)  You’re the Lord of lords, You are King of kings, 
You are mighty God, Lord of ev’rything. 

You’re Emmanuel, You’re the Great I AM, 
you’re the Prince of Peace who is the Lamb. 

You’re the Living God, You’re my saving grace. 
You will reign forever; You are Ancient of Days. 

You are Alpha Omega, Beginning and End. 
You’re my Saviour; Messiah, Redeemer and Friend. 

You’re my Prince of Peace, and I will live my life for You. 
 

(Chorus), (Verse 1), (Verse 2) 
 

Greeting  
Alleluia!  Christ is risen.    
 Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all.    
 And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise                                                    “Take My Life, That I May Be”                                                          ELW  583 
 

Refrain: Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
 take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 
 take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain 

 

Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold; 
 take my intellect and use ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain  

 Take my voice and let me sing always, only for my King; 
 take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee.  Refrain  

 

Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine; 
 take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.  Refrain 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Lord of all, In Jesus you have made us all one family in Christ. There is no distinction between 
Gentile and Jew. There is no separation that can remove any from fellowship in Christ’s community. 
Blind us to our differences so that in unity we may proclaim your truth to all, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ in whom there is harmony and peace. Amen.  
 

Special Music                                                                  “Because He Lives”                                                Gwen Wellsandt 



 

WORD: We Hear God in Scripture & Preaching 
 

Acts 15:1-18…Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, 
"Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." 2And after 
Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of 
the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the 
elders. 3So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia 
and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the 
believers. 4When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and 
the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. 5But some believers who belonged 
to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, "It is necessary for them to be circumcised and 
ordered to keep the law of Moses." 6The apostles and the elders met together to consider this 
matter. 7After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "My brothers, you 
know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that I should be the one through whom 
the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become believers. 8And God, who 
knows the human heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; 9and in 
cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction between them and us. 10Now therefore 
why are you putting God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our 
ancestors nor we have been able to bear? 11On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will." 12The whole assembly kept silence, and 
listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all the signs and wonders that God had done through 
them among the Gentiles. 13After they finished speaking, James replied, "My brothers, listen to me. 
14Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the Gentiles, to take from among them a 
people for his name. 15This agrees with the words of the prophets, as it is written, 16'After this I will 
return, and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; from its ruins I will rebuild it, and I 
will set it up, 17so that all other peoples may seek the Lord —  even all the Gentiles over whom my 
name has been called. Thus say the Lord, who has been making these things 18known from long ago.'  
 

 Word of God. Word of life.    
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Message  Pastor Heather Grell 
 

Hymn of the Day                                                   “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                                                          ELW 759  
 

My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine! 
Now hear me while I pray, take all my guilt away, 

Oh, let me from this day be wholly thine! 
 

May thy rich grace impart strength to my fainting heart, my zeal inspire; 
As thou has died for me, oh, may my love to thee 

pure, warm, and changeless be, a living fire! 
 

While life’s dark maze I tread and griefs around me spread, be thou my guide;  
bid darkness turn to day, wipe sorrow’s tears away,  

nor let me ever stray from thee aside.   
 

When ends life’s transient dream, when death’s cold, sullen stream shall o’er me roll;  
blest Savior, then, I love fear and distrust remove;  

oh, bear me safe above, a ransomed soul! 
 

Prayers 
 

As each petition concludes: “Hear us, O God.” please respond: “Your mercy is great.” 
 



 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

Graduating Seniors’ Recognition 
 

Jonah Adams, Kailyn Grunke, Michael Howatt, Cole Kreber, Hannah Westenburg 
 

Parent’s Blessing 
 

(Child's name), we give thanks to God for the gift you have been to us. You have given our lives a 
deeper meaning and a deeper calling. Through you, we have come to better understand the gifts of 
God: the gifts of love, joy, patience, and forgiveness.  Wherever you go, you will always be a part of 
us. Wherever you go, our love goes with you. Whatever you do, you will always have a place in our 
hearts. 
 

We bless you in Jesus' name. May this quilt be a reminder of our love, the warmth of this faith 
community, and God's  unconditional claim upon your life. And on those lonely nights when we 
cannot wrap you in our arms, may you wrap yourself in this quilt and know that in God's family you 
are never alone. 
 

Graduate’s Blessing  
 

(Mom, Dad), I give thanks to God for the gift you have been to me. You have loved and cared for me, 
even when it was difficult. Through you, I have experienced and learned the gifts of God: the gifts of 
love, joy, patience, and forgiveness.  Wherever I go, you will always be a part of me. Wherever I go, 
my love remains with you. You will always have a place in my heart. 
 

I bless you in Jesus' name for the sacrifice you made to give me life and raise me to adulthood. I 
thank God for the power and selflessness of your love. Wherever I go, I will always be your child and 
I thank God for blessing my life with you.  
 

Sharing God’s Peace  
The Peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 
 

MEAL: God Feeds us with the Presence of Jesus 
 

“Remember Me” 
 

On the night he was betrayed, he took the bread. 
After giving thanks, he broke it and said, 

‘This is my body, broken for you, and as you eat it, remember Me. 
This is my body, broken for you, And as you eat it, remember Me.’ 

 
On the night he was betrayed, he took the cup. 

After giving thanks, he lifted it up. 
‘This is my blood, poured out for you, and as you drink it, remember Me. 
This is my blood, poured out for you, And as you drink it, remember Me.’ 

 
So, we thank you for the wine and for the bread, 

For we see the life you gave and the blood you shed. 
And we remember, your wondrous love. you gave your body, you shed your blood. 
And we remember, your wondrous love, you gave your body, you shed your blood. 



 

Communion  
The body of Christ given for you.   The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 
 

Communion Blessing  
 
 

Post-Communion Prayer  
 
 

SENDING: Being Loved, God Sends Us to Love 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor, and give you resurrection joy! 

 
 

Sending Hymn                                                              “Send Me Out” 
 

Jesus, Lord of my salvation, Savior of my soul;  
Send me out to the world to make You known.   

Jesus, King of ev’ry nation, this world’s only hope;  
Send me out to the world to make You known.  Send me out to the world. 

 

(Chorus)  I wanna be Your hands and feet, I wanna be Your voice ev’ry time I speak.  
 I wanna run to the ones in need in the name of Jesus.   

I wanna give my life away, all for Your kingdom’s sake.  Shine a light in the darkest place 
 in the name of Jesus, in the name of Jesus.   

 

Carry to the broken hearted mercy You have shown. 
Send me out to the world to make You known.  

To the ones in need of rescue, lead me, I will go.  
Send me out to the world to make You known.  Send me out to the world. (Chorus)  

 

Here am I; I will go. Send me out to make You known. 
  There is hope for ev’ry soul.  Send me out, send me out.   

Here am I; I will go. Send me out to make You known. 
  There is hope for ev’ry soul.  Send me out. (Chorus 2x’s)                            

 
 

Dismissal 
Be safe….Embrace grace.  
Christ is risen! Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 

 

Postlude 
 
 

 



 

Announcements  
 In-Person Worship will continue as long as the “Positive Cases per 100,00 per Day” in Douglas County 

remains under 20. We will continue Facebook Live Worship each Sunday.     

 Senior Recognition Sunday Today we celebrate the following seniors as they  graduate from High School, 
Jonah Adams, Kailyn Grunke, Michael Howatt, Cole Kreber and Hannah Westenburg. 

 Food Pantry  Our third Thursday of the month Pantry is May 20.  If you would like to assist with pantry 
prep on Wed. May 19 or the day of the pantry, Thurs., May 20, please CLICK HERE. 

 Prayer Requests If you have prayer requests for Sunday worship, email PASTOR JIM. 

Prayer Requests from our Church Family 
 

Member Concerns 
Phyllis Beam as she recovers from surgery. 
Irene Schnack as she recovers from knee replacement surgery. 
 

On-Going Member Concerns 
Eddie Nabity at Hillcrest Papillion 
 

Friends and Relatives 
Ronald Gulbranson & Sharon Kelley, Julie Noteman’s brother & sister; Aaron McDonald, McDonald’s 
grandson; Larry Rolles, Linda Kohrs’ daughter-in-law’s father; Diane Aden,  friend of  Linda Kohrs. 
 

Grieving 
Jim Schneider and his family as they mourn the death of his father. 

Sunday, May 16 
 9:30 am Worship  In-Person & Facebook Live  
                   Graduating Sr. Recognition   

Monday, May 17 
 6:30 pm Boy Scouts  
 9:00 pm CMA Meeting 
 

Tuesday, May 18 
 10:00 am   Staff Meeting (Zoom) 
 6:30 pm   Council Meeting (Zoom) 
 7:30 pm A.A. Meeting 
 

 Wednesday, May 19 
 6:00 pm Pantry Prep 
 

 Thursday,  May 20 
Cross Currents Due 
 1:30 pm Centering Prayer Group (Zoom) 
   5:00 pm Food Pantry 
 7:00 pm Alanon 
 

 Sunday, May 23 
 9:30 am Worship In-Person & Facebook Live  
    

Calendar for Upcoming Week 

Music Credits 
† “You are Holy (Prince of Peace)”   Words and Music by Mark Imboden and Tammi Rhoton © 1994 Imboden Music | Martha 
Jo Publishing.  Used by permission of CCLI #1453636   
 

† “Take My Life, That I May Be ”   Text:  Frances R, Havergal, 1836-1879, adapt; Spanish text:  Vicente Mendoza, 1875-1955.  
Music: William Dexheimer Pharris,  b. 1956; arr. hymnal version. Music © 1999, 2007 Augsburg Fortress  Used by 
permission of OneLicense.net License #A-707185 

 

† “Because He Lives”  Words by William J. Gaither and Gloria Gaither.  Music by William J. Gaither.   © 1971 William J. 
Gaither, Inc.  Used by permission of CCLI #1453636.   

 

† “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”  Text:  Ray Palmer, 1808-1887.  Music:  Lowell Mason, 1792-1872.  Public Domain 
 

† “Remember Me”   Text: Gerrit Gustafson.  Music:  Martin Nystrom.   © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by 
permission of CCLI #1453636   
 

† “Send Me Out”   Words and Music by Steve Fee   © Worship Together Music | Six Steps BMI Designee. Used by permission 
of CCLI #1453636   
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20418. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4BA8AD2BA13-pantry1
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