
1-2 Kings                                                                            Study Notes 
Lesson 17 - 2 Kings 6:8-8:29 

Introduction

This section of 2 Kings contains a number of fascinating, tragic and somewhat comedic 
stories. It continues the ministry of Elisha the prophet but also gives great insight into the life of 
the kings and their continued disobedience towards  Jehovah. In all of this God continues to 
show himself to be the one  true God who works all things for the glory of his own name. As 
you study, look for ways to see yourself in the midst of this drama. That is to say, in what ways 
do we see God at work that we should also expect to see in our day?


Study Questions


1. In 6:8-23, God protects Elisha from an army of Aramean horses and chariots. What do the 
details of this story reveal about God’s gracious character and protection of his people?


2. The king of Israel scoffs at the Lord and intends to kill Elisha (6:12-14) What has caused his 
hardness of heart?


3. What contemporary application might Elisha’s statement in verse 16 (“Those who are with 
us are more than those who are with them”) have for Christians experiencing persecution 
today?


4. In 6:24-7:20, the Aramean siege of Samaria under Ben-hadad results in a terrible famine. 
How is the truthfulness of Elisha’s word proven through the events of the this story (see 
especially vv.17-20)? What conclusion about “the word of the Lord” do you think the reader 
is intended to draw from this story?


5. What types of people might be considered unworthy, like the four lepers, of carrying the 
good news (7:9-11)?


6. The miraculous provision of God to his people turns out to be a rod of judgment for the 
unbelieving captain (7:17-20). How do God’s mercy and justice function in this story?


7. Why do you think God included this story of the Shunammite woman (8:1-6) within the 
larger narrative of 1 and 2 Kings? What does this story reveal about God’s care for 
outsiders?




8. What role did the obedience of the Shunammite  woman play in her life? What role does 
our obedience play in shaping our lives today?


Theological Soundings 
1

Angels. Twice in military conflict with Syria (Aram), God’s people are rescued by horses and 
chariots of fire (6:17; 6:6 [implied]). Earlier, when Elijah was taken to heaven, he was separated 
from Elisha by these same chariots and horses of fire, who Elisha called “the chariots of Israel 
and its horsemen” (2:12). This seems to refer to God’s divine (angelic) army — elsewhere in the 
Old Testament, angels are depicted using similar horse/chariot imagery (e.g., Zech. 1:7-17), 
and fire is often associated with God’s presence throughout Scripture. Although angels are not 
typically visible to human eyes (Elisha has to pray for his servant to see them; 2 Kings 6:17), 
they nonetheless act within this world and work toward God’s purposes (e.g., Hey. 1:14;13:2).


Personal Reflection


There are a number of different responses to God in the text we have studied; stubborn 
superficial, skeptical and, int he case of the Shunammite woman, a soft heart. As you 
consider this, ask yourself what kind of heart you have.


Meditate on the following texts from the New Testament which all refer to our hearts. 
Consider where your heart might be today.


• Matthew 5:8


• Matthew 6:21


• Matthew 22:37


• Colossians 3:23-24


• 1 Peter 1:22


In what ways might we apply this message to our lives in very practical ways?
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