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Worship on May 16, 2021   (Ascension) 
Why Are You Looking Up? 

First United Church, Waterloo 
 

 

We Are Gathered into a Caring Community     
 
 
WELCOME & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT    
 
 
PRELUDE         

 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE    
 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE     
 
 
OPENING HYMN A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  (Tune: VU 217)     

 
1. A hymn of glory let us sing; 
new songs throughout the world shall ring: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Christ, by a road before untrod, 
ascends unto the throne of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
2. The holy apostolic band 
upon the Mount of Olives stand; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
and with his followers they see 
Jesus' resplendent majesty. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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3. To whom the angels, drawing nigh: 
"Why stand and gaze upon the sky?" 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
"This is the Savior," thus they say. 
"This is his noble triumph day. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
4. "Again shall you behold him so 
as you today have seen him go, 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
in glorious pomp ascending high, 
up to the portals of the sky." 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
OPENING PRAYER       

 
Today we will listen louder than we speak. 
 
As we listen to the scriptures, we will look for the places 
where God is turning things upside down. 
In the Hebrew scriptures we have heard that  
our God has carved words of wisdom into tablets of stone. 
 
Our God has led people fleeing oppression by a pillar of smoke, 
and guided them through wilderness times to places of new starts. 
Our God was present and made known to them in the still, small voice, 
In the middle of the storm and turbulence. 
 
And our God was present where people rejoice. 
 
And if our God showed them the way through chaos, confusion, and uncertainty. 
Then we are confident, that our God is here today — and will be leaving us signs 
and hints and clues to help us through the maze of our days  
and bring us to a place of peace and solace and renewing grace.  
 
Let us rejoice today as we worship our God. Amen 
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We Are Enlightened by Scripture and Sermon     
 
 
SCRIPTURE: Acts 1:1-11 (The Inclusive Bible)      

 
In my earlier account, Theophilus, I dealt with everything that Jesus had done 
and taught, from the beginning until the day he was taken up, after he had given 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After the 
Passion, Jesus appeared alive to the apostles—confirmed through many 
convincing proofs—over the course of forty days and spoke to them about the 
reign of God. On one occasion,  
 
Jesus told them not to leave Jerusalem.  

“Wait, rather, for what God has promised, of which you have heard me 
speak,” Jesus said. “John baptized with water, but within a few days you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  

 
While meeting together they asked, “Has the time come, Rabbi? Are you going to 
restore sovereignty to Israel?”  
 
Jesus replied,  

“It’s not for you to know times or dates that Abba God has decided. You 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; then you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and even to 
the ends of the earth.”  

 
Having said this, Jesus was lifted up in a cloud before their eyes and taken from 
their sight. They were still gazing up into the heavens when two messengers 
dressed in white stood beside them.  
 

“You Galileans—why are you standing here looking up at the skies?” they 
asked. “Jesus, who has been taken from you—this same Jesus will return, 
in the same way you watched him go into heaven.” 
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SERMON Why Are You Looking Up? (Reflections on an Ascension Hymn)  
 
Please Sing Along (Tune from VU 421)      

 
O Christ, when you ascended, you took your rightful throne;    
Your time on earth had ended — yet we weren't left alone. 
You reign o'er earth and heaven; your Spirit guides our way. 
Your prayers uphold your people; you lead your church each day. 

 
Reflection       

 
We look at earthly rulers and see what they command: 
We note their years of power, the borders of their land. 
Yet, Lord, you are not bounded by things like time and space; 
Your reign is never-ending, you rule in every place. 
 

Reflection       
 
We're tempted. Lord, to leave you in stories nicely told;  
Sometimes we don't believe you and say your ways are old. 
Sometimes we feel so lonely and live in doubt and fear — 
But your ascension means, Lord, you're present with us here. 
 

Reflection       
 

It's often quite a challenge to follow in your Way;   
We're easily distracted! It's hard, Lord, to obey. 
Sometimes we give you Sundays — an hour, maybe two — 
But your ascension means, Lord, all life belongs to you. 
 

Reflection       
 
One day, O Lord, we'll know you, as we are fully known;  
One day this world of sinners will bow before your throne. 
One day, God's whole creation will sing and praise your name; 
On earth as now in heaven, we'll celebrate your reign. 

 
Reflection       
 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY         
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We Respond with Offerings and Prayers    
 
 
OFFER OUR GIFTS        
 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION       
 
 
READING OF EXCERPTS FROM AN ECUMENICAL LETTER   
 

This week a letter was sent to Global Affairs Minister the Hon. Marc Garneau to 
ask that the Canadian government intervene with the Israeli government about 
the evictions and demolitions of Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem. I am 
sharing a portion of that letter with you today: 
 
"We represent Christian denominations, church agencies, ecumenical 
organizations and networks who work with long-standing Palestinian and Israeli 
partners towards a just and lasting peace. Our concerns are based on our long-
term engagement in the region, our many church-to-church partnerships, and our 
longstanding relationships with both Palestinians and Israelis working for peace.  
 
We urge that Canada:  

1. publicly condemn the evictions from, and demolitions of, Palestinian 
homes in East Jerusalem and call on Israel to immediately reverse the 
rulings on the intended evictions and halt its settlements policy;  

2. live up to its obligations and commitments to protect and promote human 
rights and international law without exception; and 

3. together with the international community, denounce this impunity and the 
ongoing human rights violations.  

 
We look forward to your reply, and to working with you toward a just and lasting 
peace for all the peoples of the region." 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  A Song of Faith    
 

The Risen Christ lives today, 
 present to us and the source of our hope. 
In response to who Jesus was 
 and to all he did and taught, 
 to his life, death, and resurrection, 
 and to his continuing presence with us through the Spirit, 
we celebrate him as 
 the Word made flesh, 
 the one in whom God and humanity are perfectly joined, 
 the transformation of our lives, 
the Christ. 
 
We sing of a church 
 seeking to continue the story of Jesus 
 by embodying Christ’s presence in the world. 
We are called together by Christ 
 as a community of broken but hopeful believers, 
 loving what he loved, 
 living what he taught, 
 striving to be faithful servants of God 
 in our time and place. 
 
Our ancestors in faith 
 bequeath to us experiences of their faithful living; 
 upon their lives our lives are built. 
Our living of the gospel makes us a part of this communion of saints, 
 experiencing the fulfillment of God’s reign 
 even as we actively anticipate a new heaven and a new earth. 
 
The church has not always lived up to its vision. 
It requires the Spirit to reorient it, 
 helping it to live an emerging faith while honouring tradition, 
 challenging it to live by grace rather than entitlement, 
for we are called to be a blessing to the earth. 
 
Please sing along More Voices 75 (Sing through twice) 

 
Holy Spirit, come to us,     
Kindle in us the fire of your love. 
Holy Spirit, come to us. 
Holy Spirit, come to us. 

 



First United Church, Waterloo - The Rev. Rose Ann Vita - May 16, 2021 7 

We Go to Share God’s Love    
 
SENDING HYMN Christ  Has No Body  MV 171   
 

Refrain 
Christ has no body now but yours, 
No hands, no feet but yours. 
Here on this earth, yours is the work, 
to serve with the joy of compassion. 

1 No hands but yours to heal the wounded world, 
no hands but yours to soothe all its suffering, 
no touch but yours to bind the broken hope 
of the people of God.    Refrain 

2 No eyes but yours to see as Christ would see, 
to find the lost, to gaze with compassion; 
no eyes but yours to glimpse the holy joy 
of the city of God.     Refrain 

3 No feet but yours to journey with the poor, 
to walk this world with mercy and justice. 
Yours are the steps to build a lasting peace 
for the children of God.    Refrain 

4 Through ev'ry gift, give back to those in need; 
as Christ has blessed, so now be his blessing, 
with ev'ry gift a benediction, be 
to the people of God.    Refrain 
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COMMISSION  A Song of Faith     
 

We sing of God’s good news lived out, 
a church with purpose: 
 faith nurtured and hearts comforted, 
 gifts shared for the good of all, 
 resistance to the forces that exploit and marginalize, 
 fierce love in the face of violence, 
 human dignity defended, 
 members of a community held and inspired by God,  
 corrected and comforted, 
 instrument of the loving Spirit of Christ,  
 creation’s mending. 
We sing of God’s mission. 

 
BLESSING          
 

ALL: More Voices 75 (x2) 
Holy Spirit, come to us, 
Kindle in us the fire of your love. 
Holy Spirit, come to us. 
Holy Spirit, come to us. 

 
POSTLUDE          
 
CREDITS: 
 
Opening Hymn: From the Trinity Psalter Hymnal #370 
 
Prayer of Illumination:  Inspired by "Today I Will Listen"  by Rev. Sarah Are from the 
Again & Again poetry collection by A Sanctified Art LLC. 
 
Scripture: The Inclusive Bible by Priests for Equality. Sheed & Ward, pp. 2442-2443.  
 
Sermon Hymn: Text: Copyright © 2007 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
Copied from Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God and Neighbor by Carolyn Winfrey 
Gillette (Upper Room Books, 2009). 
 
Ecumenical Letter: Retrieved from https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/2021-
04/ecumenical-letter_palestinian-evictions.pdf 
 
Prayers of the People and Commission: From the United Church of Canada, A Song of 
Faith (2006)  


