
GATHER
Breathe, center, 

make space to 
receive.

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 16th, 2021 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  
Silence 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water is poured into the font 

We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 

THANKSGIVING 
FOR BAPTISM  

Just as God has 
worked through 
water in history, 
God’s liberation 
from death and 

sin meets us 
anew here today. 

The font is our 
womb, the place 

where we are 
born again into 

new life through 
God’s promised 

salvation.



GATHERING 
SONG 

Lord, Be 
Glorified 

Sung aloud at 
home; hummed 
or sung quietly 

in-person at 
SVLC 

Like notes 
blending into 
harmony, the 
Spirit of God 

pulls us in and 
makes us one.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.

GREETING 
Worldly 

hierarchy is 
challenged as 
the assembly 

exchanges the 
gift of God’s 

peace.

PRAYER OF THE 
DAY 

A prayer to 
collect us up into 

God’s Word.

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful 
name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your 
beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING 
Acts 1:15-17, 

21-26 

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture 
had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, 
who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered 
among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 21So one of the men who 
have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Rev. Marcus Lohrmann 



God’s Word is 
balm for a 
broken world, 
with power to 
birth the us anew 
in each hearing.

SECOND 
READING 
1 John 5:9-13 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 17th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord 

[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from 
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the 
words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am 
asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of 
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours 
are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given 

9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the 
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son 
of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have 
made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning 
his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does 
not have life. 
  13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that 
you may know that you have eternal life. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL 
John 17:6-19 

The Gospel text 
is the heart of 
our worship 
together each 
week. 

among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken 
up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So 
they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us 
which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they 
cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 
apostles. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.



SERMON Rev. Marcus Lohrmann 

HYMN OF THE 
DAY 

To Be Your 
Presence 

The assembly 
responds to the 
proclamation of 
the Good News 
as one voice in 

song. 

Sung aloud at 
home; hummed 
or sung quietly 

in-person at 
SVLC 

me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be 
lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I 
speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I 
am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them 
from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into 
the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.



I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

APOSTLES 
CREED 
None of us can 
hold all these 
mysteries on our 
own. A piece of 
the creed that 
one person 
believes 
wholeheartedly, 
another may 
struggle with or 
outrightly deny. 
By saying it 
together, despite 
individual 
uncertainties, we 
believe 
completely.

PRAYERS OF 
THE PEOPLE 
The community 
thickens as your 
prayer becomes 
our prayer.

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before 
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in 
your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your loving 
people, ready to testify to your Spirit at work. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.  

Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas 
teem with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in the 
soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures. Lord in your 
mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near streams 
of water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your grace and truth. 
Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have abundant life. Lord in your 
mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, 
rejected, or sick. Grant healing and love to all in need, and give them tangible signs 
of your steadfast love. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and 
supporting one another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are 



The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.

PEACE 

OFFERING  
Go to svlc.org/give to use our online giving platform. Offering envelopes may be 
dropped in the plate after communion beside the basket.

Offering is 
collected to 
support the 

mission of the 
church.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

unique to us and keep us from being envious of others with different gifts. Lord in 
your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the 
witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. Lord in 
your mercy. Hear our prayer. 

For who else or what else do the people of God pray? (at this time you are invited to 
offer a prayer, ending petitions in, “Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.”) 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OFFERING 
PRAYER

God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive 
our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering 
world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

DIALOGUE 
“Lift up your 

heart”; leave it 
vulnerable and 

exposed to a 
loving God.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

MEAL
We come to God 
with arms open, 

waiting to 
receive God’s 

promises in 
bread and wine.



The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.

THE LORD’S 
PRAYER 
Christ’s prayer 
becomes our 
own. It is SVLC’s 
practice to sing 
this prayer with 
hands held or 
extended 
upwards. You are 
invited to either 
speak or sing as 
you feel called.

BENEDICTION 
& DISMISSAL 
Worship is never 
an end in itself. 
We are sent in 
the direction of 
the world. 

SEND

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

HOLY 
COMMUNION 
In this meal we 
become Christ’s 
body, poured 
out and broken 
for the life of the 
whole world.

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. Amen. 

Go in peace, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God!

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION 
Worshippers at home are invited to sing the attached hymns as communion is distributed.



SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Welcome Statement 

We at Shepherd of the Valley invite all into the fullness of God’s love. This invitation 
is inclusive of people of every ethnicity, national origin, immigration status, sex, 

sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age, physical or mental ability, or 
station in life. We pledge to use our differences as gifts for our work together. 

THIS WEEK AT SVLC 
Sunday 5/16 Worship, 9:30 P.M. (www.svlc.org/live) 
 Bookworms 12:30 P.M. (Zoom) 
Wednesday 5/12 Dialogues on Race (Zoom) 6:00 P.M. 
 Women’s AA Group, 7:30 P.M.   
Friday 5/14  Centering Prayer (Zoom), 9:00 A.M. 
Sunday 5/23 Worship, 9:30 P.M. (www.svlc.org/live)

CHURCH STAFF 
Pastor      Rev. Marcus Lohrmann - pastormarcus@svlc.org  
Minister of Music   Ms. Gina Seashore – music@svlc.org  
ABC Barn Preschool Director   Mr. Ron Blake – abcbarn@svlc.org  
Parish Administrators   Ms. Linne Wienke - linne@svlc.org 
     Mr. Eldon Andersen - eldon@svlc.org 

10842 Fury Ln. | La Mesa, CA 91941 
www.svlc.org | 619-670-7656 

Extending God’s welcome to all we meet along the way

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Lector, Flowers, & Altar Guild  Mary Oestreich 
Assisting Minister   Lori Schweighauser 
Preaching & Presiding Minister  Rev. Marcus Lohrmann 
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copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America.  All rights reserved. Unless otherwise noted, all other music and text reprinted and broadcast live under permission 
of OneLicense.net A-738780, CCLI #11037085 (print) and #21084219 (streaming). 
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