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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  It is our prayer that this will be a time of worship and renewal for you, when you 
will encounter the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
 
INTRODUCTION   

“…a witness with us to his resurrection” (verse 22):  On this final Sunday in the Season of Easter, we conclude 
our series on the Book of Acts and the early church, by returning to the very first chapter, to a pre-Pentecost 
church with a core purpose:  witness. 
Before his ascension Jesus has already declared, “You will be my witnesses.”  The term will surface again in 
Peter’s Pentecost sermon. The role of the early church is to live into this “witness” vocation, even at the cost of 
its life. The replacement of Judas, we hear about today, therefore, is not primarily about the church’s self-
maintenance. It is about the church’s urgent need to be witnesses to Jesus risen and alive for the life of all.  
Witness … Could this be the primary purpose of the church in our day too? 
 
GATHERING AND THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

Alleluia!  Christ is Risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
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GATHERING HYMN     "All Heaven Declares"  

 

 
 
 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
 
 

We 

We Our knee 
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The pianist plays ACS 955 through once, instrumental only, while the water is poured. 

 
“Come to the Water of Life” ACS 955 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
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We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
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Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    PKC 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. Let us pray. 

Gracious and God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from 
evil.  Transform us by your Spirit.  Place in us an urgency; that with your whole church we would be witnesses 
to your resurrecting life and love among us and for all of the world; through Jesus your Son; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING   Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty 
persons) and said, “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—for he was numbered among us and was 
allotted his share in this ministry.” So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up 
from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph 
called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know 
everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell 
on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 
God’s story, your story. 
Thanks be to God. 
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“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” ELW 172 

 

 
 

SECOND READING   1 John 5:9-13 

If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he has 
testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not 
believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 
And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life; 
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have 
eternal life. 
 
God’s story, your story. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” ELW 172 
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GOSPEL  John 17:6-19 

The Holy Gospel according to John the 17th Chapter.   
Glory to you O Lord. 

[Jesus prayed:] “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me 
is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in 
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given 
me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture 
might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my 
joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they 
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the 
world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong 
to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent 
them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  "The Peace of the Lord"  ELW 646 

 

 
 

 
APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear 
us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in your Word and unify us as 
Christ’s body. Deepen our desire to witness to your love and grace, and send us out into the world, confident 
that you go with us and eager to share the good news of Jesus, our risen Lord. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Sovereign Lord, fill the leaders of nations and all in authority with your love and grace. May your love and hope 
abound in those who are weary and still need to deal with COVID every day, especially doctors and nurses and 
all medical personal. As you call us to love one another, may we be united in showing care for our another. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate God, in love you meet us where we are, and promise to always be with us. Grant healing and 
love to all in need, especially we lift up Myrtle, Sharla, Debi, Renee, Marion, Arne, Eva, Olai, Dave and Trudy, 
Olivia , Lyle and Marlene, Syd, Corrie, Pastor Dick and Jan, Patrick, Klaus, Shirley, Eowyn, Catherine, Grace, 
Lilian, Margaret, Clayton, Mary, Brad, Clayton, Rosemary, Shellene, Judy and Ron, and Miriam. Give them 
tangible signs of your steadfast love and grace. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Comforting God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Let this promise bring hope and 
healing to all who are grieving, especially Millicent, Rose and Brian and family, Anna and family, and everyone 
who loved Ed. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Shepherding God, we give thanks for this community of faith. Thanks that we share the gifts of worship, 
prayer, learning, and support. Be with Murray and Marilyn Jacobson, and Danielle, Asher and Lily Jensen this 
week, and watch over the students and those involved in Sunday school. Open all our hearts to your Holy 
Spirit moving around us and between us and within us, and as we are witnesses to your love and grace, send us 
out to tell others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven,   
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,   
your will be done,      
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,    

as we forgive those     
 who sin against us;        

Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.    

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

  

SHARING THE PEACE 

Jesus stood among the disciples and said to them, "Peace be with you." This word of peace is for us, too. 

Peace be with you. And also with you.  

A video loop will invite people to participate in sharing the peace. 

BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN   "Lord, Be Glorified"   (vs. 1,3,4)     ELW 645 
  

 In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in my life, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
 In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in your church, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
 In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 
 In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 
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SENDING 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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