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As Jesus’ courageous disciples,  

living God’s grace, we strive to: 

◼ Worship faithfully 

◼ Welcome openly 

◼ Grow spiritually 

◼ Care passionately 

◼ Serve generously 
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unused for a year.  As we  

anticipate a more normal fall, we 

will need a church van to continue 

our current ministries.  Below 

please find some details about the 

Church Van Campaign.  

Q:  Do we really need a church 

van?    

A:  Yes!  In fact Stacy says on 

Wednesday afternoons when we 

pick up kids for Wednesday 

School, we could use two church 

vans!  The church van is used to 

pick up Wednesday Schoolers, 

take our youth on trips to Feed  

My Starving Children, retreats   

and monthly trips.  The van is 

driven back and forth to Back   

Bay Mission in Biloxi, Mississippi 

for our annual mission trips saving 

us many dollars in baggage fees.  

We also hope to resume senior 

lunch trips in the fall.   

Q:  What kind of van are we 

looking for?  

A:  Church Council has authorized 

a small team to research options 

for a used 15 passenger van that is 

safe, has about 50,000 miles on it 

and will be easy for both youth  

and seniors to enter and exit.  

Right now we are looking at both 

Sprinters and Transits in the used 

car markets.   

Q:  Can we get an electric or 

hybrid church van?   

A:  After carefully looking into   

this option, the short answer is no.  

While there are some exciting  

new possibilities for hybrid vans, 

they would have to be bought   

new which would double our 

price.  An all electric van would 

not allow us to use it on trips to     

Back Bay.   

Q:  How much will it cost?  

A:  We estimate it will cost 

between $30—32,000 dollars   

used.  The used car market is 

really hot now, driving up costs    

so we are starting a Church       

Van Campaign to raise $32,000   

to purchase a slightly used    

church van.   

Q:  When will we get it? 

A:  When we raise the money!  

We hope we can quickly raise the 

money in the next 8 weeks so we 

can purchase it, have it lettered 

with our church name and be 

ready for us by September.   

Please make checks out to  

‘Church Van Campaign.’  You  

can also make donations on the 

church website under the ‘give’ 

option.  No gift is too big or too 

small!  

Pastor Chris 

Pastor’s Page 
New Church Van Needed 

Perhaps the most hopeful sign    

we are nearing the end of the 

pandemic is the need for a new 

church van.  You may recall that 

when the pandemic began we sold 

our old church van (an aging 2004 

Ford Econoline 15 passenger van 

that was rusting and had high 

mileage) rather than have it sit 



 

 

Martin Copenhaver according    

to this schedule: 

 May 12: Chapter 5 

 May 19: Chapters 6 & 7 

Meetings are Wednesdays from 

1:00–2:30 pm via Zoom. Please 

contact the church office for a 

Zoom link to participate.  

Bible Study will resume on 

September 15, 2021. 

 

While there are still many 

unknowns, our congregation    

will have Vacation Bible School 

during  the week of August 2–5.  

Please mark your calendars 

either so your children will   

attend or to volunteer to help. 

Adult Bible Study 
The weekly Adult Bible Study is 

winding down for the year. The 

group will finish Living Faith 

While Holding Doubts by  
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Three Ways to Worship:  In Person, Online and Radio 
We are now successfully offering worship in three different ways—in person and online at 10:00 am, and on  

the radio at 11:00 am.  Our plan during the summer months is to offer in-person, outdoor worship on the 

church lawn unless the weather looks rainy in which case we will move inside to the Fellowship Hall.  Starting 

Memorial Day Weekend, the worship service time will move to 9:30 am and continue that way through   

Labor Day.   

We are closely monitoring best safety practices from the CDC, health department and the Wisconsin Council 

of Churches.  For now we still ask worshippers to:   

 Register ahead of time for worship (registration will open Wednesday mornings) 

 Limit the size of our gatherings to 150 people outside and 100 people inside 

 Wear masks, social distance and wash hands 

 Allow the song leaders to sing while you enjoy their sounds 

 If you are feeling ill for any reason or have been exposed, please stay home and enjoy worship via 

the livestream or radio 

We know that recommendations will be shifting soon and will adjust our protocols in a safe and faithful way.  

Please look to the Weekly Word for updates.    

As a reminder, the church Fellowship Hall and Office have new bipolar ionization technology that cleans the 

air and refreshes the room every fifteen minutes.  Please continue to pray for our pastors, worship leaders, 

musicians and webteam as we try to safely and faithfully worship together.   

New Choir Director 
We are thrilled to announce we have a new choir director!  Starting late this summer, we 

welcome Sarah Plum as our new Chancel Choir Director.  Sarah is the choir directors at 

River Falls High School and Meyer Middle School.  A graduate of UWEC, she also has 

experience leading worship in multiple churches.  She wrote in her application:   

It is a personal mission of mine to insist that those around me know they are always 

welcomed openly. I believe that we are all continuing to grow spiritually, no matter where 

we began our faith journeys. I will always give my best effort to foster spiritual growth 

through music and worship for the singers and myself. 

Sarah has also participated in nine mission trips and sees her music as part of her call to love and serve others.  

She is married to Alex who is a High School Band Director in Balsam Lake, WI.  We hope to have Sarah 

lead one of the summer Sunday choir gatherings.  Please stay tuned for more details.  After a year of not being 

able to gather together as a choir to sing, this is another step on the journey back to normal.  Hallelujah! 
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The Last Day of Sunday School: Pentecost Celebration 
Sunday School students and families are invited to worship in-person on Pentecost Sunday, May 23.   

Following worship, there will be a special art activity on the church lawn (weather-permitting or in the gathering 

space if it is rainy). Please come. For planning purposes, please register.  The sign up sheet is available on the 

church website and here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-last 

Looking to Fall: Family 
Conversations on the Lawn 
Every so often it is a good idea to stop and 

take stock of where we are and what we do. 

After a year of COVID, it is time to reflect 

on our congregation’s faith formation 

program in general and Sunday School in 

particular. To help the Christian Education 

Committee and pastoral staff make  

decisions, we need your input. We ask 

parents of students age 3 through church 

interns to come for a one-hour conversation 

in June. While we know families are tired 

and stressed, we truly hope parents will  

come and help envision what we want to 

keep and what we hope to change.  

Please come to one of these conversations:  

• Wednesday, June 16, 6:30–7:30 pm on 

the church lawn (Fellowship Hall if rainy) 

• Tuesday, June 22, 6:30–7:30 pm on the 

church lawn (Fellowship Hall if rainy) 

Please sign up on the church website or here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-family 

 

Memorial Garden Dedication  
On Sunday, May 30, Memorial Day 

Weekend, we will dedicate the new Memorial 

Garden inside the existing church garden.      

A small team of Pastor Chris, Lu Lueck,  

Susan Walden and JoAnne Friedell are 

working to quickly establish policies and 

procedures so that we can inter the ashes of 

the saints of our church in this beautiful garden.  Thanks to the 

Filkins family there will be two new eco-friendly benches that will 

grace the area in memory of Dan Filkins.  Please look to the 

newsletter for future updates.   

Calling All Softball Fans! 
It appears that the River 

Falls Church Softball 

league will happen this 

year! Please stay tuned 

for more information or  contact 

Matthew Thurston at 715-781-3626   

or Deb Hoffman at 612-308-4945 

debhoffman234b@gmail.com.  

Hooray!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-last
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-family
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054BA9AD29A4FF2-family
mailto:debhoffman234b@gmail.com


 

 
May 15, 2021                   4 

Indoor and Outdoor Church Clean Up 
Thank you to our Trustees, Church Interns and church members who 

cleaned both inside and outside the church building recently.  We raked, 

edged and cleaned up the church lawn on the outside.  We also repainted 

the ramp railing.  

Inside we cleaned 

bathrooms, the 

kitchen, Sunday 

School classrooms, 

Fellowship Hall and 

our sanctuary in the 

belief that we will be 

using our church 

building more and 

more in the coming 

months.  A BIG 

thanks for our 

Trustees and all  

who helped!   

Investment Committee News 
The Investment Committee reflected on and wanted members to be informed as to what this committee has 

chosen as our mission statement which is listed below. If you should have any questions, please feel free to 

contact any one of us.  Members include: Kris Roen, Roland Roe, Mike Danielson, Suzanne Hagen, Jean 

Smith, Pastor Chris Myers, Joel Larsen/Moderator and Financial Assist, Freddie Trautmiller. 

Article I: Mission Statement  
The Investment Committee will assist the Church Council of the First Congregational United Church of  

Christ—River Falls, WI Inc., in fulfilling its oversight responsibility for the invested assets of the Church. The 

Committee is responsible for formulating the overall investment policies of the Church, subject to approval by 

the Church Council, and establishing investment guidelines in furtherance of those policies. The Committee 

monitors the management of the portfolio for compliance with the investment policies and guidelines and for 

meeting performance objectives over time.  

The members of the Investment Committee are fiduciaries of the Portfolio with respect to all responsibilities 

allocated to them. The members will discharge their duties solely on behalf of the First Congregational United 

Church of Christ—River Falls, WI Inc., in accordance with its specific terms.  

All members shall have a basic understanding of investments and be able to read and understand various 

investment reports. If possible have at least one member of the committee have investment and related 

investment management expertise.  

Youth Ministry Search Team  
After the departure of JaNae Westrich this past April, a small Youth Ministry Search Team has been 

appointed by Church Council comprised of Pastor Chris, Diane Crist (Personnel), Kathy Rausch (Moderator 

Elect), Scott Elsesser (parent of teens), Melissa Wilson (parent of teen) and church interns Jenna Lawrence, 

Evan Luedtke and Jada Trautmiller.  They are currently revising our job description and thinking creatively 

about future tasks and ministry ideas.  We hope to have a new Youth Minister in place by the fall. Please 

continue to pray for guidance for them.   
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People in the Pews:  Dianne Barnes 
1. Where did you grow up?  I would have to say I grew up in two places…. 

first Sheboygan, Wisconsin where my parents owned and ran two     

Dairy Queens, one on the north side and one on the south side of    

town.  I was too young to work inside but my younger brother and I  

were helpful in policing the parking lot, picking up the discarded trash 

people threw out their car windows. (This was before “Give a Hoot, 

Don’t Pollute!”) My two older brothers were trained in making the curly 

cones and loved working there.  Then we moved to Hopkins, Minnesota 

where I graduated from high school and went on to college at the 

University of Minnesota majoring in Home Economics.  

2. How did you come to be a member of First Congregational Church?     

Al and I were looking for a new church home; Terry Lundberg and Jan Hansen both invited us to visit.  

We were sold on our first Sunday and I believe it’s been over 10 years that we have been members.  The 

number one attraction was the welcoming and inclusive spirit of our congregation! (And Chris’ spot on 

message each Sunday!) 

3. What other things about our church keep you coming back?  The organization of our church with the 

many church boards which keep everything running smoothly; the opportunity through the boards to get to 

know other members as you work and serve together; our Bell Choir and Chancel Choir which add greatly 

to the worship experience; the excellent educational opportunities through adult and youth Sunday School, 

Bible study, Vacation Bible School, Wednesday School; and the many social opportunities such as the 

Easter Breakfast, the Giving Thanks Meal, the Christmas Luncheon, Wednesday Night Meals and more!  

There is always something for everyone! 

4. Tell us about your family.  Al and I have three adult children, one daughter and two sons.  Thank 

goodness for FaceTime, as we keep in close contact with them even though we are far apart; especially 

during this time of COVID-19.   

5. What is your favorite pastime?  Being part of our grandchildren’s lives.  We have five granddaughters and 

one grandson (due in August), ranging in age from 21 - 0.  I thought being a parent was fun and challenging 

— but being a grandparent:  pure heaven!  Our 19 year old granddaughter just finished her freshman year at 

UW-RF and it was a privilege to be her home away from home.   

6. What are you looking forward to in the future?  Al and I have decided we need to live well into our 90s as 

we don’t want to miss watching these grandchildren grow into the future leaders of this wonderful world 

God created for us.    

Donations for Shut In 

Bags Needed 
One of the good things to come out 

the pandemic are the 25 shut in bags 

that are delivered each month by 

volunteers.  We are looking for donations of small 

gifts or handmade items that can be put in these gift 

bags. Home baked cookies, small handmade items, 

even seasonal dollar store items are all great additions 

to this ministry, but there must be 25 of them. 

Contact the church office for more info.   

  Sunday, May 30 Memorial Garden Dedication  

  Sunday, June 6    Graduation Sunday  

  Saturday, June 19 Ruth Reilly Memorial Service  

  Sunday, June 20 Sitz Baptism  

  Sunday, June 27 Fuller Baptism  

  August 2—5 Vacation Bible School  
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Engaging the Word, Engaging the World… 
Upcoming 

Tuesday, May 18, 5:00–6:00 pm—Mission Education Committee Meeting  

Updating 

Hope for Creation is rolling on, strong as ever!  And it needs you!  The second Thursday of every month at 

6:30 pm leaders from H4C’s nine churches, UWRF, and other partners meet to plan its work, strengthen its 

impact, and grow its commitments. Its three subcommittees—Spiritual/Relational, Practical Solutions, and 

Systemic Change—plan and carry out H4C events and activities.  Conversations are underway now for a 

possible fall event to celebrate and reconnect in person all the hundreds of area residents who have been     

part of Hope for Creation and its good work. 

If you would like to join in, or if you would like the H4C newsletter, please contact 

hope4crationRF@gmail.com.  The newsletter is a great way to keep up with all H4C activities and events.  

Mission Partner: Wisconsin Conference, UCC , and its Commitment to the Environment 

First Congregational is one of over 200 churches in the Wisconsin Conference of the United Church of  

Christ, with headquarters in De Forest and a deepening commitment to addressing the “gravely challenging 

environmental developments” before us, along with many other commitments across a broad range of 

concerns (https://www.wcucc.org/). 

The Conference’s Creation Care Team is playing a key role in supporting churches 

statewide as they grapple with these developments. Mike Noreen of our congregation 

is a vital part of that Team and its “Kairos Call to Action,” a ten-year plan of the 

national United Church of Christ to inspire and guide faithful action to heal the 

sacred earth. The denomination has a long, rich history of engaging environmental 

challenges, including its 1987 landmark environmental justice report, Toxic Wastes 

and Race.  

The word “kairos” has been adopted by the UCC for addressing the urgent state of 

our planet. “Kairos” is a word that connotes an extraordinary time of great meaning 

and awareness, challenging us to relate our concerns and responses to our faith.  

The Care for Creation Team provides an exceptionally informative bi-monthly publication that lifts up the 

amazing work of UCC congregations across Wisconsin, including First Congregational.  The Team has 

sponsored a webinar featuring Hope for Creation leaders and the River Falls sustainability story, along with 

other webinars about creation care initiatives around the state.  Nearly $10,000 in Creation Care Grants to     

10 congregations and United Church Camps, Inc. has been awarded by the Care for Creation Team for     

local sustainability projects.  

Link to the Kairos Call to Action Newsletter:  https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Kairos-Call-to-Action-

Newsletter---Earth-Day-resources-and-more.html?soid=1102675987700&aid=7YzLrE9hMXM 

Concerning People 
• For Catherine Engstrom and Steve Papp who are the proud parents of Margaret Jean Papp born April 29 at 

7 lbs 5 oz & 20.5 inches long with happy siblings Brandon, Wes and Trudy—may she grow in love and trust! 

• For Mike Noreen, member of our church and conservation officer for the City of River Falls who has made 

River Falls second in the nation in its use of renewable energy.   

• For Sawyer Sitz, son of Heather and Dan Sitz to be baptized on June 20 and Weston Fuller, son Kahla and 

Farnum Fuller to be baptized on June 27—that they may grow in grace and years 

• For the gift of Solvi Ramona born to Trisha and Scott Perau on April 19—7 pounds 10 ounces and 20 inches 

long, may she and siblings Hazel and Silas grow in faith, love and years! 

• For Mikayla Peterson, one of our church interns, who successfully organized a blood drive at our church 

recently that was completely filled—God bless you! 

 

mailto:hope4crationRF@gmail.com
https://www.wcucc.org/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Kairos-Call-to-Action-Newsletter---Earth-Day-resources-and-more.html?soid=1102675987700&aid=7YzLrE9hMXM
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Kairos-Call-to-Action-Newsletter---Earth-Day-resources-and-more.html?soid=1102675987700&aid=7YzLrE9hMXM
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Two Church Lawn Mowers Needed!  
Our team of two lawnmowers is now down to one. We REALLY need two more 

people to join the three-person church lawn mowing team.  Training provided, we 

work with your schedule and the team signs up for weekly shifts making sure our 

church lawn looks its best for Sunday mornings.  Interested?  Want more info?  

Contact the church office 715-425-2052 or office@firstchurchrf.org 

Church Staff 
You can contact them via their email and cell numbers  

which are below. 

Chris Myers—chris@firstchurchrf.org - 715-441-2497 

Missy Luedtke—missy@firstchurchrf.org - 715-222-5427 

Stacy Myers—stacy@firstchurchrf.org - 715-338-6406 

Dave Ostendorf—dave@firstchurchrf.org - 715-441-6559 

Jamie Mills—degolierjamie@gmail.com - 715-419-0850 

Dave Mountain—focusfan2001@yahoo.com - 715-245-6854 

Tim Bylander—timthefixitguy@gmail.com - 715-808-2900 

 

Little Books 
Available each month during the 

school year is a Little Book 

featuring Picture the Bible images, 

Bible stories, and a question to 

discuss.  The final Little Book is 

God’s Way.  If you are interested in a copy, pick one 

up in the    Little Church or contact the church office.  

Church Yoga 
Jan Hansen's church yoga group meets on 

Tuesday and Thursdays in person with a small 

group of people in the Fellowship Hall from 

9:00-10:00 am and via Zoom.  Please call the 

church office to receive the Zoom link.  

Free Money for  

Church Ministries 
The church has created an Amazon Smile account 

through which the church can receive a portion of the 

price of each purchase you make though Amazon.  It is 

important to know that you need to do two things for   

the church to receive this money.  First, go to Amazon 

Smile by typing in smile.amazon.com and then add    

First Congregational Church River Falls to your   

Amazon Smile.  Second, every time you order you    

must order through your Smile account by going 

to smile.amazon.com. Once you do this, the church    

will receive 0.5% of each eligible order.  Please contact 

the church office if you have questions.   

Simpson Shelter Supply Needs 
• Twin, full, and queen size blankets and  

sheet sets—new 

• Pillows—new 

• White t-shirts—new, sizes small and  

medium 

• Large tubs of Country Time Lemonade   

and Kool Aid mixes (we use these in     

Igloo containers for meals)  

• Hot sauce 

• Coffee—ground, caffeinated 

• Products for textured and natural hair 

• New shower curtains and shower rings 
 

There is a box at the church for donations.  

Thank you! 

     Week of     

  May 2, 2021   Year to Date 

General Fund Income*    $   8,275     $ 213,795 

General Fund Operational Needs   $   9,262     $ 166,716 

A full accounting of all income and expenses is available in the 

church office. 

*Includes annual and monthly gifts. 

mailto:office@firstchurchrf.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Phone:  715-425-2052 

E-mail:  office@firstchurchrf.org 

Website:  www.firstchurchrf.org 

STAFF 
Chris Myers, Pastor 

Dave Ostendorf, Minister for Community and Outreach 

Stacy Johnson, CE Minister 

Missy Luedtke, Office Coordinator 

Joel Larsen, Moderator 

Jamie Mills, Music Coordinator and Bell Choir Director 

Marsha Pearson, Organist 

Terry Mithun, Organist 

Tim Bylander, Building Supervisor 

Dave Mountain, Custodian 
 

Pastor’s home phone number:  

Chris Myers 715-426-2075 

chris@firstchurchrf.org 
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Sign Up Sheets:  All of the current sign-up sheets are on the church website. Click on the “Connect” button at the 

top of the page and then select “Sign Ups/Forms.” 

Quarantining:  With the spread of COVID-19, more and more families are having to quarantine at some point. 

Please know that your church stands ready to support and help you as we can. We have volunteers who can run 

errands, pick up medicine or food, even deliver your Sunday School materials if you are quarantined.  Please also 

know church staff are here to  help you navigate the intense emotional pressures these situations bring with them. 

Contact the church office for more information at 715-425-2052 or office@firstchurchrf.org 

 

Ways to Reach Out to Others 
All of us want to do something to help and be Jesus’ loving disciples in the present moment.  Below are some 

specific things you can do at home:   

Shut-ins/Seniors:  We have connected our seniors/shut-ins with church families who send them notes, small parcels 

and kid’s artwork.  If you want to be matched with a shut-in, contact the church office. 

Compassion Fund:  There are families in our church who have been furloughed, fired, and laid off.  We will be 

able to offer some modest assistance to these families through our church Compassion Fund.  Gifts should be 

mailed to the church and marked ‘Compassion Fund.’  Families who need assistance, please contact Pastor Chris. 

Prayer:  Prayer connects us with God and our neighbors.  Pray for the helpers.  Pray for your families.  Pray for 

people losing their jobs.  Pray for students learning online.  Pray for families learning new routines.  Pray for people 

cooped up inside.  Each week there is a prayer list of people, situations and thanksgivings that is sent out by email to 

help people in their prayer life.  You can sign up by contacting the church office.  

mailto:chris@firstchurchrf.org

