
Core Christianity
Session 5: God Made the World But We Made a Mess of It

READ: Genesis 3:1–24

ASK: Why do you think sin is treated as such a bad word both among Christians and
non-Christians?

WATCH: https://vimeo.com/167288595/4c92ea516130

LESSON:
The Bible tells us that God made the world very good (Gen. 1:31). If that’s the case,
why do people face so many struggles in life? To understand the world as it is today, we
need to learn about the biblical account of creation and where we fit into the story.

God’s work in creation:

God made humans his royal representatives.

Adam and Eve committed treason against their King.

What is sin?



Where does sin come from?

For more on this subject, read pages 81–97 in Michael Horton’s Core Christianity.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
1 . What comes to mind when you read these words: “To be human is to hold a high
office, maintaining God’s good order of love, righteousness, holiness, and justice.
Everyone is intrinsically aware of this divine calling: all people have God’s moral law
etched on their conscience” (Rom. 1:20)? What are some things we can do to begin to
look at people as “made in the image of God” on a day-to-day basis?

2 . In Matthew 22:34–40, Jesus taught that the entire law of God can be summarized as
loving God and loving your neighbor as yourself. And in Matthew 23:23 Jesus said,
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin,
and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness.
These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.” What are some of the
weightier matters of the law in our situation that challenge us?

3 . Genesis 1 reveals God as the author of creation. A God who is powerful enough to
create the world out of nothing is definitely powerful enough to work in our lives and to
save anyone who would come to him. When you think about God’s power to save, how
does that give you hope for the people you know who don’t yet know Jesus as their
savior?

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
1 . When you think about being made in the image of God, how does that make you
feel? It’s especially true that victims of violent crimes could lose a sense of value as
human beings. What might you want to tell someone who has lost a sense of human
dignity?

2 . Genesis 3 records the story of the fall when Adam and Eve sinned against God.
When you think about sin and misery in the world, what comes to mind? What would
you pray for people who are experiencing that kind of sin and misery?


