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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Christ is risen! Alleluia! Good morning, and welcome to this service of worship on 
the Seventh Sunday of Easter, and Ascension Sunday.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am 
the interim priest-in-charge at the Church of The Advent during this time of transition.   
As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose 
traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship 
of the land and water, the plants, and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—
the community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us greet one another with words 
and signs of welcome.  
Come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves 
us all and all are welcome in this space. We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer 
leaders, music director and choir members, along with our technical team, as we offer prayer 
and praise to our Creator.   
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: Scripture shares with us, “Go and make disciples of all nations, 
says the Lord; I am with you always, to the close of the age.” 
 
Opening Hymn: CP 380 “O Worship the King   
(Text: Robert Grant {1779 -1838}, Music: Melody and bass William Croft {1678 -1727}; Public Domain.) Verses 1, 3, 
4, 6. 

  O worship the King, all glorious above, 
  O gratefully sing his power and his love, 
  Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
  Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 
 
  The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
  Almighty, thy power hath founded of old, 
  Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
  And round it hath cast like a mantle the sea. 
 
  Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
  It breathes in the air, it shines in the light, 
  It streams from the hills, it descends from the plains, 
  And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 
  O measureless Might, ineffable Love, 
  While angels delight to hymn thee above, 
  The humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
  With true adoration shall sing to thy praise. 
  
 
 



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer from the Lutheran prayer book. 
Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for us. 
Receive our prayers for all your children. By your saving power, bring all creation into your 
glory, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as Lord. Keep your Church in the unity of the Spirit, and in 
the bond of his peace. Bring all creation to worship him, who is alive and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: “Jesus in the Morning” (Words and Music: African American Folk Song © Public Domain.) 
   

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus in the morning, 
  Jesus in the noontime; Jesus, 
  Jesus, Jesus when the sun goes down! 
 
  Praise Him, Praise Him, Praise Him in the morning, 
  Praise Him in the noontime; Praise Him, 
  Praise Him, Praise Him when the sun goes down! 
 
  Love Him, Love Him, Love Him in the morning, 
  Love Him in the noontime; Love Him, 
  Love Him, Love Him when the sun goes down! 
 
  Serve Him, Serve Him, Serve Him in the morning, 

Serve Him in the noontime; Serve Him,  
Serve Him, Serve Him when the sun goes down! 
 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus in the morning, 
Jesus in the noontime; Jesus, 
Jesus, Jesus when the sun goes down! 



Psalm: 47 (BAS Pg. 764) 
1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; * shout to God with a cry of joy. 
 
2 For the Lord Most High is to be feared; * he is the great king over all the earth. 
 
3 He subdues the peoples under us, * and the nations under our feet. 
 
4 He chooses our inheritance for us, * the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
 
5 God has gone up with a shout, * the Lord with the sound of the ram’s-horn. 
 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; * sing praises to our king, sing praises. 
 
7 For God is king of all the earth; * sing praises with all your skill. 
 
8 God reigns over the nations; * God sits upon his holy throne. 
 
9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered together * with the people of the God of Abraham. 
 
10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, * and he is highly exalted. 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what 
is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according 
to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head 
over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day: CP 278 “Jerusalem the Golden”  
(Text: Bernard of Cluny {12th Century}; tr. John Mason Neale {1818 – 1866}, alt. Music: Alexander Ewing {1830 - 
1895}. Public Domain.) 

   
Jerusalem the golden, with milk and honey blessed, 

  Beneath thy contemplation sink heart and voice oppressed. 
  I know not, O I know not what joys await us there, 
  What radiancy of glory, what bliss beyond compare. 
 
  They stand, those hills of Sion, all jubilant with song, 
  And bright with many an angel and all the martyr throng. 
  The Prince is ever in them, the day light is serene, 
  The pastures of the blessed and decked in glorious sheen. 
 
  There is the throne of David, and there, from care released, 
  The shout of them that triumph, the song of them that feast, 
  And they who with their leader have conquered in the fight, 
  For ever and for ever are clad in robes of white. 
 
  O sweet and blessed country, the home of God’s elect, 
  O dear and future vision, that eager hearts expect, 
  Even now by faith we see them, even here thy walls discern, 
  To thee our thoughts are kindled, for thee our spirits yearn. 
 
Gospel: Luke 24:44-53 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus 
it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my 
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’  
 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he 
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they 
worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God.  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 



Sermon: Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People – May 16, 2021 
 

In the power of the Risen Lord who intercedes on our behalf, let us pray. 
I will end each petition saying We pray. 
Please respond with Lord, have mercy. 

 
We pray we might be your faithful witnesses, even to the ends of the earth,  

we pray: Lord, have mercy. 
 

We pray Christians everywhere might ask the Spirit of God to rule their lives,  
we pray: Lord, have mercy. 

 
We pray that repentance and forgiveness of sins might be preached to the nations, 

we pray: Lord, have mercy. 
 

We pray for those who are paralysed by fear or doubt might be healed and renewed,  
we pray: Lord, have mercy. 

 
We pray for all who are destitute and all who are ill especially Bill, Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, 
Barb, Jamie, and Dimas that they might share in God's good life,  

we pray: Lord, have mercy. 
 

We pray we might learn to trust in the immeasurable greatness of God's power at work in us 
who believe, 

we pray: Lord, have mercy. 
 



God of our Lord Jesus Christ, as we celebrate the ascension of your Son, teach us to trust that 
he lives to intercede on our behalf, now and forever. AMEN. 
 
Prayer for Jerusalem Sunday 
O God, we give thanks that your dear Son has gathered us in the embrace of his redeeming love 
and sent us to make that love known to the ends of the earth. 
We pray your continued blessings on the steadfast witness of the Church in Jerusalem and 
throughout the Middle East. 
Give your deep joy to those who welcome the pilgrims seeking to know this land and its many 
peoples. Grace those who proclaim the Gospel. 
Guide all who teach a new generation of young people. Draw near to those who are sick and 
bless those who tend them. Sustain the hope in all who long and labour for a just and lasting 
peace in the land of The Holy One. And may the companions of Jerusalem be many and faithful. 
We pray in the name of our merciful Saviour, Friend, and Brother, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 
And now, may Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins through the grace 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 



Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 
 
Commissioning Hymn: CP 383 “Jesus Shall Reign”  
(Text: Isaac Watts {1674 - 1748}, alt. Music: John Hatton {? - 1793}. Public Domain.) 

   
Jesus shall reign where ‘er the sun 

  Doth its successive journeys run, 
  His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
  Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
  People and realms of every tongue 
  Dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
  And infant voices shall proclaim 
  Their early blessings of his name. 
 
  Blessings abound where ‘er he reigns, 
  The prisoners leap to lose their chains, 
  The weary find eternal rest, 
  And all the who suffer want are blest. 
 
  Let every creature rise and bring 
  Peculiar honours to our King, 
  Angels descend with songs again, 
  And earth repeat the loud Amen. 
  
Commissioning: Almighty and Merciful God, by the gift of the Holy Spirit, you gathered the first 
Christians in Jerusalem. Grant that, like the first church of Jerusalem, we may come together, 
and with courage, we may preach and live the Word, and the good news of truth, 
reconciliation, and peace. Alleluia! Amen! 
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TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Anglican Church of Korea. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for S. Mary the Virgin, Oak Bay, & Diocese of Yukon. 

In the Selkirk Region for S. Peter, Lakehill. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Christopher, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Barb, Jaimie,  
Dimas, Joan, Barb, Carol Ann, Garry, Bill, & Lorraine. 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   
 
 


