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THE ORDER FOR EVENING PRAYER 

Beginning on page 21 of the Book of Common Prayer 
  

Prelude: Evensong, Willan 
 

Minister. O LORD, open thou our lips; 
People. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Minister. O God, make speed to save us;  
People. O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 
Here, all standing up, the Minister shall say: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
People. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
Minister. Praise ye the Lord; 

People. The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 

PSALM 45 Eructavit cor meum 

My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: 
my tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 
2 Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath 
blessed thee for ever. 
3 Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty. 
4 And in thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth and meekness and righteousness; and 
thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 
5 Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the king's enemies; whereby the people fall under 
thee. 
6 Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 
7 Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed 
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 
8 All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they 
have made thee glad. 
9 Kings' daughters were among thy honourable women: upon thy right hand did stand the 
queen in gold of Ophir. 



 
 

10 Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and 
thy father's house; 
11 So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him. 
12 And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the people shall 
intreat thy favour. 
13 The king's daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. 
14 She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: the virgins her companions 
that follow her shall be brought unto thee. 
15 With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought: they shall enter into the king's palace. 
16 Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth. 
17 I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations: therefore shall the people praise 
thee for ever and ever. 

The First Lesson is written in the Book of the Wisdom of Jesus, Son of Sirach (also known as 
Ecclseiasticus) the forty-third chapter, beginning at the twenty-seventh verse. 
 
The pride of the higher realms is the clear vault of the sky,  
   as glorious to behold as the sight of the heavens.  
The sun, when it appears, proclaims as it rises 
   what a marvellous instrument it is, the work of the Most High.  
At noon it parches the land, 
   and who can withstand its burning heat?  
A man tending a furnace works in burning heat, 
   but three times as hot is the sun scorching the mountains; 
it breathes out fiery vapours, 
   and its bright rays blind the eyes.  
Great is the Lord who made it; 
   at his orders it hurries on its course.  
 
It is the moon that marks the changing seasons, 
   governing the times, their everlasting sign.  
From the moon comes the sign for festal days, 
   a light that wanes when it completes its course.  
The new moon, as its name suggests, renews itself; 
   how marvellous it is in this change, 
a beacon to the hosts on high, 
   shining in the vault of the heavens!  
 
The glory of the stars is the beauty of heaven, 
   a glittering array in the heights of the Lord.  



On the orders of the Holy One they stand in their appointed places; 
   they never relax in their watches.  
Look at the rainbow, and praise him who made it; 
   it is exceedingly beautiful in its brightness.  
It encircles the sky with its glorious arc; 
   the hands of the Most High have stretched it out.  
 
We could say more but could never say enough; 
   let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’  
Where can we find the strength to praise him? 
   For he is greater than all his works.  
Awesome is the Lord and very great, 
   and marvellous is his power.  
Glorify the Lord and exalt him as much as you can, 
   for he surpasses even that. 
When you exalt him, summon all your strength, 
   and do not grow weary, for you cannot praise him enough.  
Who has seen him and can describe him? 
   Or who can extol him as he is?  
Many things greater than these lie hidden, 
   for I have seen but few of his works. 

Here endeth the First Lesson. 

 THE OFFICE HYMN:  
Lord, in thy name thy servants plead, 

And thou hast sworn to hear; 
Thine is the harvest, thine the seed, 

The fresh and fading year. 
 

2 Our hope, when autumn winds blew wild, 
We trusted, Lord, with thee; 

And still, now spring has on us smiled, 
We wait on thy decree. 

 

3 The former and the latter rain, 
The summer sun and air, 

The green ear, and the golden grain, 
All thine, are ours by prayer. 

 
4 Thine too by right, and ours by grace, 

The wondrous growth unseen, 
The hopes that soothe, the fears that brace, 

The love that shines serene. 

5 So grant the precious things brought forth 
By sun and moon below, 

That thee in thy new heaven and earth 
We never may forego. 

Lincoln 
Thomas Ravenscroft 1592-1635 

John Keeble 1792-1866 



 
 

 

Magnificat. St Luke 1. 46. 

Y soul doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. 

For he hath regarded / the lowliness of his handmaiden.  
For behold, from henceforth / all generations shall call me blessed.  
For he that is mighty hath magnified me; / and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him / throughout all generations.  
He hath showed strength with his arm; / he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts.  
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, / and hath exalted the humble and 
meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things; / and the rich he hath sent empty 
away.  
He remembering his mercy / hath holpen his servant Israel;  
As he promised to our forefathers, / Abraham and his seed for ever.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. Amen.  

The Second Lesson is written in the Gospel according to St Matthew, the thirteenth chapter, 
beginning at the twenty-fourth verse. 
 
Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and 
bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said 
to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds 
come from?” He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you 
want us to go and gather them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would 
uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at 
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ 
He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it 

M 



is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests 
in its branches.’ 
He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’ 
Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told them nothing. 
Here endeth the Second Lesson. 
 
Nunc Dimittis. St Luke 2.29. 

ORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, / according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, / which thou hast prepared before 

the face of all people;  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, / and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end.  
Amen. 

 
Then shall be said or sung the Confession of the Faith, called the Apostles’ Creed. 

 BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, 
dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of 
Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life 
everlasting. Amen.  
 

And after the Creed these prayers following, all devoutly kneeling, the Minister first pronouncing: 
The Lord be with you; 

People. And with thy spirit. 
Minister. Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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UR Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass 
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.  

 
Then the Priest standing up shall say: 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
People:  And grant us thy salvation.  
Priest:  O Lord, save the Queen;  
People:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  
Priest: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;  
People:  And make thy chosen people joyful.  
Priest: O Lord, save thy people;  
People:  And bless thine inheritance.  
Priest:  Give peace in our time, O Lord;  
People:  And evermore mightily defend us.  
Priest:  O God, make clean our hearts within us;  
People:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
 

 LORD, from whom all good things do come: Grant to us thy humble 
servants, that by thy holy inspiration we may think those things that be good, 

and by thy merciful guiding may perform the same; through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The Second Collect, for Peace. 
 GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being 
defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.  
 

 
The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils. 

IGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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O 

O 
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THE ANTHEM: 
O sing joyfully unto God our strength; make a cheerful noise unto the God of Jacob. 

Take the song, bring hither the tabret, the merry harp with the lute. Blow up the 
trumpet in the new moon, even in the time appointed, and upon our solemn feast-day. 

For this was made a statute for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob. 
Adrian Batten 1591-1637 Psalm 81 

 
HYMN: 

To thee our God we fly 
For mercy and for grace; 

O hear our lowly cry, 
And hide not thou thy face. 

O Lord, stretch forth thy mighty hand, 
And guard and bless our native land. 

 
2 Arise, O Lord of hosts! 
Be jealous for thy name, 

And drive from out our coasts 
The sins that put to shame. 

O Lord, stretch forth thy mighty hand, 
And guard and bless our native land. 

 
3 Thy best gifts from on high 

In rich abundance pour, 
That we may magnify 

And praise thee evermore. 
O Lord, stretch forth thy mighty hand, 
And guard and bless our native land. 

 

4 The powers ordained by thee 
With heavenly wisdom bless; 

May they thy servants be, 
And rule in righteousness. 

O Lord, stretch forth thy mighty hand, 
And guard and bless our native land. 

 
5 Give peace, Lord, in our time, 

O let no foe draw nigh, 
Nor lawless deeds of crime 

Insult thy majesty. 
O Lord, stretch forth thy mighty hand, 
And guard and bless our native land. 

 
6 The Church of thy dear Son 
Inflame with love's pure fire, 
Bind her once more in one; 
And life and truth inspire. 

O Lord, stretch forth thy mighty hand, 
And guard and bless our native land. 

Croft’s 136th  
William Croft 1677-1727 

William Walsham How 1823-97 

 

LMIGHTY God, who hast blessed the earth that it should be fruitful and 
bring forth abundantly whatsoever is needful for the life of man: Prosper, we A 



 
 

beseech thee, the work of our farmers, and grant such seasonable weather that all 
may gather in the fruits of the earth, and proclaim thy great goodness with 
thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GOD, heavenly Father, who through thy Son Jesus Christ hast promised to 
them that seek first thy kingdom and righteousness all things necessary to 

their bodily sustenance: Send us, we beseech thee, such seasonable weather that 
we my receive the fruits of the earth to our comfort and to thy honour; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 LORD, support us all the day long of this troublous life, until the shadows 
lengthen and the evening comes, the busy world is hushed, the fever of life 

is over, and our work is done. Then, Lord, in thy mercy, grant us safe lodging, a 
holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom. 
LMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two 

or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil 
now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient 
for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to 
come life everlasting. Amen. 

2 Corinthians 13:14. 
HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
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