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Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

14531 Old Olga Road S.E.  
Ft Myers, FL 33905 

 Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM 
Sunday School & Bible Class: 11:30 AM 

Church Office: (239) 694-3878 
bethlehemlutheranfortmyers.org 
E-Mail: bethlehemlc@gmail.com 

 
Rev. Karl P. Glander, Pastor 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (239) 293-1489 
Pastor’s E-Mail Address: 

pastorkarlglander@gmail.com 
 Linda Kirsch, Church Secretary 

  
In the Bible, love is more than an emotion. Love is 
a commitment to care for others with our whole 
being. Conflict can get in the way of this love. 
Bringing God into our conflicted relationships can 
be a difference maker. This week think of those 
you have a conflict or tensions with and pray to 
God for a clean and loving heart to reconcile your 
relationships.  
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The theme this week is “Love one another.” May 9 
is observed as Mother’s Day in the United States. 
Reflect on the women in your life who have loved 
and cared for you. Think or talk about what you 
learned from them and how you show love to 
others. Pray: Dear God, thank you for your love. 
Thank you for [name women who have cared 
for you]. Give us courage to love all people as 
you have loved us. Amen. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 
we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 
our pastor or one of the ushers or elders. They 
would be happy to talk with you! Regardless of 
whether you join or not, we welcome you and your 
family to worship with us any time! Please sign our 
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guest register in the lobby and fill out the 
Communication Card in the bulletin and place in 
the offering plate in the Narthex. Please include 
your local contact information and email. 
Members, please fill in your name for attendance. 
Thank you! 
Should you have something we could privately 
pray about for you this week, we invite you to let 
our pastor or one of our members know so we can 
seek the Lord’s face together.  
Come visit us again sometime soon and may the 
Lord richly bless you! 

 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

May 9th, 2021 
 
PRELUDE   
 

T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 
 

HYMN OF INVOCATION 
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469 CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY 
 

1 “Christ the Lord is ris’n today!” 
Saints on earth and angels say; 
Raise your joys and triumphs high; 
Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply. 

 
2 Love’s redeeming work is done, 

Fought the fight, the battle won; 
Lo! Our Sun’s eclipse is o’er; 
Lo! He sets in blood no more. 

 
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 

Christ hath burst the gates of hell. 
Death in vain forbids His rise; 
Christ has opened paradise. 

 
4 Lives again our glorious King! 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Once He died our souls to save; 
Where thy victory, O grave? 

 
5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 

Foll’wing our exalted Head. 
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Made like Him, like Him we rise; 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 
6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 

Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 
Thee we greet triumphant now: 
Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 

 
(please rise) 

T CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 

faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
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C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 
by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 
Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to 

die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
(please be seated) 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
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INTROIT                           Psalm 98; antiphon: v. 2 
Make a Joyful Noise to the LORD 

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 
 for he has done marvelous things! 
His right hand and his holy arm 
 have worked salvation for him. 
 

C The LORD has made known his salvation; 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight 
of the nations. 
 

P He has remembered his steadfast love and 
faithfulness 
 to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen 
 the salvation of our God. 
 

C Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the 
earth; 
 break forth into joyous song and sing 
praises! 
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P Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 
 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
 

C With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 
 

P Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 the world and those who dwell in it! 
 

C Let the rivers clap their hands; 
 let the hills sing for joy together 
 

P before the LORD, for he comes 
 to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
 and the peoples with equity. 

(please rise) 
KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation 

let us pray to the Lord. 
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C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
♫GLORIA IN EXCELSIS♫ 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
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2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 
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O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy 
inspiration grant that we may think those things 
that are right and by Your merciful guiding 
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
FIRST READING                             Acts 10:34–48 
Gentiles Hear the Good News 
 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what 
is right is acceptable to him. 36As for the word that 
he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace 
through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you 
yourselves know what happened throughout all 
Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism 
that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. 
He went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
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him. 39And we are witnesses of all that he did both 
in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40but 
God raised him on the third day and made him to 
appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had 
been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42And 
he commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one appointed by God to be 
judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the 
prophets bear witness that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.” 

The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles 
 44While Peter was still saying these things, the 
Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45And 
the believers from among the circumcised who 
had come with Peter were amazed, because the 
gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the 
Gentiles. 46For they were hearing them speaking 
in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
declared, 47“Can anyone withhold water for 
baptizing these people, who have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48And he 
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commanded them to be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for 
some days. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                             1 John 5:1–8 
Overcoming the World 
 1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ 
has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 
2By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. 
3For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born of 
God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith. 5Who is it 
that overcomes the world except the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

Testimony Concerning the Son of God 
 6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus 
Christ; not by the water only but by the water and 
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the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, 
because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three 
that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; 
and these three agree. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                 John 15:9–17 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 

fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so 
have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
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abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to 
you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no 
one than this, that someone lays down his life for 
his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15No longer do I call you servants, 
for the servant does not know what his master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I 
have heard from my Father I have made known to 
you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 
and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever 
you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 
you. 17These things I command you, so that you 
will love one another.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
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655 LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR 

WORD 
 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

 
SERMON       

"See Love As God Sees and Loves" 
. . . Pastor Karl 

  
(please rise) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P   Lord, in Your mercy 
C   Hear our prayer. 

 
(please be seated) 

OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 

 
805 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL 

BLESSINGS FLOW 
 
(please rise) 

D 1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach 

us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
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     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 

660 STAND UP, STAND UP FOR JESUS 
 
1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

    Ye soldiers of the cross. 
Lift high His royal banner; 
    It must not suffer loss. 
From vict’ry unto vict’ry 
    His army He shall lead 
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Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 
    And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 
2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The trumpet call obey; 
Stand forth in mighty conflict 
    In this His glorious day. 
Let all His faithful serve Him 
    Against unnumbered foes; 
Let courage rise with danger 
    And strength to strength oppose. 

 
3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    Stand in His strength alone. 
The arm of flesh will fail you, 
    Ye dare not trust your own. 
Put on the Gospel armor; 
    Each piece put on with prayer. 
Where duty calls or danger, 
    Be never wanting there. 

 
4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The strife will not be long; 
This day the din of battle, 
    The next the victor’s song. 
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The soldiers, overcoming, 
    Their crown of life shall see 
And with the King of Glory 
    Shall reign eternally. 

 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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This Week’s Calendar 
 

TODAY, SUNDAY ~ MAY 9, 2021 
11:30 a.m. Bible Class and Confirmation 

Class 
 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ MAY 12, 
2021 10:30 a.m. Kings that followed Samuel in 

person or on Zoom 
 

SPECIAL NEWS & NOTES 
 
SUNDAY ~ May16, 2021 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 

11:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class and Confirmation 
Class 

 
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY ~ May 
19, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. Kings that 

followed Samuel in person or on Zoom 
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Flower Calendar: The 2021 Flower Chart 
is up in the narthex. The flowers decorating 
the chancel at Bethlehem are placed there 
as an act of worship and devotion to glorify  

God. They are also, an expression of the beauty  
and goodness of God. Members of the  
congregation may donate altar flowers as an  
expression of thanksgiving to God, in  
remembrance of departed loved one, on the  
occasion of a special event, such as a baptism,  
birthday, wedding anniversary, or simply to praise  
God. If you wish to donate flowers for use on the  
chancel, the cost is $40.00 for two vases, if you  
would like to just purchase 1 vase at $20.00  
that’s okay, but please put up there 1 vase and  
someone can sign up with you for the other. It is  
also tax deductible. Please place money in an  
envelope marked flowers in the offering basket. 

 
The Flowers at our altar this morning were 
given to the Glory of God by the members of 

Bethlehem 
 

Birthday Greetings!!  
5/15:Sam Harrison 
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Anniversary Greetings!! 
5/12: Joy and Don Kulbacki (49 yrs.) 

 
Stewardship & Attendance 

Monthly Giving              Weekly Attendance 
Offerings:  $8276    Worship Service – 39 
Expenses: $9490   Adult Bible Class – 13 

                Confirmation – 3  
     

Air Conditioning Fund: 
Air Conditioning Fund: The air conditioning 

units for the sanctuary were installed about 15 
years ago. They have required more frequent 
maintenance and repair in the last year. We have 
begun raising funds to replace these units. The 
estimated replacement cost is approximately 
$25,000.  We have raised $9490 so far. Please 
label your donations as “A/C Fund “. 
 
Prayer Chain: Life presents challenges to all of 
us, but sometimes those challenges can feel like 
it’s just too much. If you are experiencing 
situations, whether physical, emotional, or 
spiritual, you may give your prayer requests to 
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Linda Kirsch 239-693-5026 or e-mail: 
jlkirsch3@comcast.net or call or email Linda if you 
would like to become a part of our Prayer chain. 
“Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for 
mercy.” 
 

Bertha Bos 
Frederick Dreischerf 
Vi Hacker 

Harrison and Joyce Kimbrell 
Jan and Emy Larson 
 

 
 

Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 

Elder: Paul Rugenstein 
Altar Guild: Pam Rugenstein, Betty Willis 

Ushers: Terri and Richard Gerlach 
Reader: Raul Puga 
Acolyte: Raul Puga 

 


