
5-Acts 15 Discussion Questions 

 

“Spirit-Led Decision Making” 
Acts 15:1-31 

Introductory Question – Choose one 

Q1 – What controversial topics (in church or in culture) have you heard being debated during your 

lifetime? What authority(s) did you hear people appeal to in these debates?  

 

Q2 – What were some of the family rules you were expected to follow when you were growing up?  

  

Discussion Questions 

1) Read Acts 15:1-31. The church in Antioch was a multi-cultural church (of mainly Gentiles—Acts 1120-21) 

established 6-7 years before the events of Acts 15. What were the leaders from Judea saying they 

needed to do to be saved and why?  

 

2) If you were a Gentile Christian hearing this, how do you think you would have felt, and responded to 

them and their message?  

 

3) How did Paul and Barnabas respond to the leaders from Judea, and why? How did the church in 

Antioch respond (vv.2-3)? 

 

4) What did Paul and Barnabas say to the people they met along the way to Jerusalem and what kind of 

reception and response did they get? What kind of reception did they received in Jerusalem (vv.4-5)? 

 

5) What contribution did the following people make to the discussion:  

a) Peter (vv.7-11) –  

b) Barnabas & Paul (v.12) –  

c) James (vv.13-21) –   

 

6) What are the main points and tone of the letter? Why would a letter and representatives from the 

council be a good way to communicate their decision? 

  

7) What roles did experience, theology and practical considerations play in the decision-making process 

of this council? Is your church’s style of handling disagreements similar or different? 

 

8) Do you think adopting this kind of process would help your church (or denomination) resolve any 

current pressing issues? Why or why not? 

 

9) What additions to the Gospel might a new believer encounter in your church? What could/should be 

done about that? 


