
1-2 Kings                                                                            Study Notes 
Lesson 16 - 2 Kings 5:1-6:7 

Introduction

By making Israel his people, the Lord intended that they testify of his goodness to the world 
(1Kings 8:41-43; Gen 12:3; Ps 67:1-2). In a time when Israel’s kings are worshipping the gods 
of other nations; a young girl in exile points her foreign master to the Lord. After Naaman’s faith 
leads  to his healing, he proclaims Israel’s God  to be the only true God. By contrast, the 
prophets’s servant fails to believe God and receives the Arabian’s disease. 
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Study Questions


1. Why do you think God used a little girl to call Naaman instead of someone well known and 
powerful?


2. Why did the king of Aram send gifts to the king of Israel? Can God’s blessing be obtained 
through diplomacy?


3. Why did Naaman become so enraged at Elisha’ instructions (v.12)? Given Naaman’s status 
as commander of the army, how do you think this encounter was different from the way he 
was usually treated?


4. How do pride and humility function in the story of Naaman’s healing?


5. In 5:20-27, Gehazi uses Elisha’s miracle for monetary profit, and is accordingly punished for 
his greed. According to Gehazi’s words in verse 20, and Elisha’s in verse 27, how would 
you characterize the motivation behind his behaviour?


6. How does God demonstrate his sovereignty, grace and justice in the ways he deals here 
with both Naaman and Gehazi?


7. How does Naaman express his new faith in the one true God? How firm does that faith 
appear to be?


 ZSB Study Bible pg. 6621



8. Which is the most significant part of the story of the floating axe head, the miraculous 
physics or the mercy shown to an unnamed prophet? Why?


9. How might these two accounts of the little girl, Naaman, and the floating axe head offer 
comfort to someone in need?


10. How is Elisha’s ministry like the ministry of Jesus in his time on the earth?


Whole-Bible Connections 
2

Greed and Judgment. Gehazi’s greed in 5:15-27 reflects a tragically common pattern in the 
Bible of foolish attempts to use God’s miraculous work to gain wealth. “The love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evils”, Paul warns (1 Tim 6:10). In Joshua 7, Achan sins by stealing treasure 
devoted to the destruction, bringing guilt and judgment upon all Israel. The early church was 
tempted by greed and misuse of spiritual power, such as Ananias and Saphira’s dishonesty 
(Acts 5:1-11) or Simon the magicians attempted bribery (Acts 8:18-24). Most infamously, Judas 
Iscariot betrayed Christ, the precious Son of God, for a mere 30 pieces of silver (Matt. 
26:14-15).


Personal Reflection


In what ways are we just like  Naaman (and the other examples in the Bible)?


What do the following texts say about the grace of God to people like us?

• Romans 3:23-24


• Ephesians 1:4-6


• Ephesians 2:5-7


• 2 Timothy 1:9


Take time to pray asking God to show you the wonders of his grace and give you a heart to 
respond in obedient worship.
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