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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Sixth Sunday of Easter May 9, 2021 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude  

Welcome 

You may stand. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Pastor: Let us give thanks… ...like cups of cool water shared with strangers.  
All: Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.  
Pastor: Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
All: Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Pastor: Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. 
All: Shower us with life.  
Pastor: To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and 

forever. 
All: Amen. 

Gathering Hymn Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee #836 vs. 1, 2, & 4 

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are 
called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image of servanthood is 
too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the 
love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks be-
lieved that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian 
community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 
 God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 
 praising thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
 drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
 fill us with the light of day. 
 

2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 
 earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 

 stars and angels sing around thee, 
 center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
 flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
 call us to rejoice in thee. 
 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
 ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
 ocean-depth of happy rest! 
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Greeting 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
Pastor: Let us pray.  O God,  
All: you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish 

our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the 
fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Song of Praise Now the Feast and Celebration 

 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
 all who live in love are thine; 

 teach us how to love each other, 
 lift us to the joy divine! 
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WORD 

You may be seated. 

Children’s Word Pastor Tony Rhodes 

First Reading Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the 
Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives 
of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

Lector: A reading from Acts. 

Lector: Word of God, word of life.   
All:   Thanks be to God. 

You may stand. 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy 
Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 
45The circumcised believers who had come 
with Peter were astounded that the gift of 
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even 
on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. 

Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold 
the water for baptizing these people who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days. 



5 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel  John 15:9-17 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in 
the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love 
one another. 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to John..  
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

You may be seated. 

Message  Pastor Tony Rhodes 

Jesus said: 9“As the Father has loved me, 
so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If 
you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. 11I have said these things to you so 
that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you. 13No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my 

friends if you do what I command you. 15I 
do not call you servants any longer, be-
cause the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Fa-
ther. 16You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear 
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father 
will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. 17I am giving you these commands 
so that you may love one another.” 
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You may stand. 

Hymn of the Day Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love #708 

Prayers of Intercession 
You may stand, kneel, or sit for the prayers. 
After each portion of the prayers:   
Assisting Minister:  Hear us O God.  All:  Your mercy is great. 
The prayers conclude: 
Assisting Minister:  ...we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  All: Amen. 
 

MEAL 

Peace 
Pastor: The peace of the risen Christ be with you always.     
All:   And also with you. 
You are welcome to share Christ’s peace with those near you or using the comment 
section on YouTube. 

Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

Announcements 

You may stand. 

Offering Prayer 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  God of love, 
All:   you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives 

and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering 
world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Refrain 
 Jesu, Jesu, 

fill us with your love, 
 show us how to serve  

the neighbors we have from you. 
 

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
 silently washes their feet, 
 master who acts as a slave to them.  

Refrain 
 

2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, 
 varied in color and race, 

 neighbors are near us and far away.  
Refrain 

 

3 These are the ones we will serve, 
 these are the ones we will love; 
 all these are neighbors to us and you.  

Refrain 
 

4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
 silently washing their feet: 
 this is the way we will live with you.  

Refrain 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Pastor: It is our duty and delight… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Pastor: Holy, living, and loving God…  ...both now and forever.  
All:  Amen. 

Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Pastor: The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

You may be seated. We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God 
as we accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of 
Christ given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Communion Song One Bread, One Body #496 

You may stand. 

Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put 
gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 

Refrain 
 One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 
 one cup of blessing which we bless, 
 and we, though many throughout the 

earth, 
 we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
 

1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
 woman or man, no more.  Refrain 
 

2 Many the gifts, many the works, 
 one in the Lord of all.  Refrain 
 

3 Grain for the fields, scattered and 
grown, 

 gathered to one for all.  Refrain 
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witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. 
All:  Amen. 

SENDING 
 

Pastor: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom  to know and to love the 

risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 

All: Amen. 

Sending Song Let All Things Now Living #881 

Dismissal 
Assisting Minister: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All:   Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
All:   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude 

Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark Brown 
Preaching Minister—Pastor Tony Rhodes 

Musician—Desma Johnson 
Cantor—Jon Gerdes 

Assisting Minister—Nancy Opsata 
Audio—Jim Helgason 

Streaming Video—Jody Emerson 

1 Let all things now living 
 a song of thanksgiving 
 to God the creator triumphantly raise, 
 who fashioned and made us, 
 protected and stayed us, 
 who still guides us on to the end of our 

days. 
 God's banners are o'er us, 
 God's light goes before us, 
 a pillar of fire shining forth in the 

night, 
 till shadows have vanished 
 and darkness is banished, 
 as forward we travel from light into 

light. 

2 God rules all the forces: 
 the stars in their courses 
 and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
 the hills and the mountains, 
 the rivers and fountains, 
 the deeps of the ocean proclaim God 

divine. 
 We too should be voicing 
 our love and rejoicing; 
 with glad adoration a song let us raise 
 till all things now living 
 unite in thanksgiving: 
 "To God in the highest, hosanna and 

praise!" 
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Upcoming Commemorations 
Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, died 1760 
Sunday, May 9, 2021 
When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's land. 
He agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this communi-
ty. Zinzendorf participated in these missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns 
characteristic of his Pietistic faith. 
Matthias, Apostle 
Friday, May 14, 2021 
Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' resurrection, as a replacement 
for the dead Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the followers of Jesus throughout the 
Lord's ministry. Formerly commemorated on February 24, Matthias's celebration is 
moved to May 14 in agreement with most Western calendars. 
 
Gospel Message 
Sixth Sunday of Easter; May 9, 2021 
Eternal, Unconditional, and Unchanging 

To abide is to put down roots: to dwell in the same location and with the same people 
for the long term. Unlike in Jesus’ time, today few of us live in the same place in which 
we were born. Families are routinely scattered across the country and around the world. 
Yet Jesus invites us, “Abide in my love” (John 15:9). While so much else in our lives 
seems impermanent, Jesus’ love is eternal, unconditional, and unchanging. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus is on his way to the cross. Pressed for time and filled with ur-
gency, he can convey only the most important message. Of all the subjects he has ex-
plored during his ministry, he chooses to emphasize that which matters most: his own 
love. Jesus knows that love is eternal, that it transcends death and the grave. He knows 
that love is essential, that it must be at the core of our being. He knows that love is the 
embodiment of all his teachings, healings, and ministry. 

Jesus knows that Judas has already betrayed him. He knows that shortly, Peter will deny 
him. In preaching love, he shows us that the sort of love he has for each of us is stronger 
than our own very human shortcomings—and that his love for us, and for his disciples, 
is forever. As followers of Jesus, we are charged with loving one another with the un-
conditional, eternal love that he has for us. In a world of change, such a responsibility is 
challenging, yet living out that challenge is what gives our lives purpose. 

The secret to love is that it puts others first. Love is the only emotion that can defeat our 
instinctive self-centeredness. In charging us to love one another, Jesus issues an invita-
tion to be awake and aware, to see others as beloved children of God, and to reflect di-
vine love back onto everyone we encounter. In this way, Jesus lives in each of us. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 



11 

 Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Prayer Concerns 
Please remember in your prayers: 
The family and friends of Pat Coble, Jackie Shanteau’s neighbor. 
Glenda Tankersley, Ia Boelter’s niece, continues to need hospitalization for Covid 19.  
Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 
Stacey Himenes, undergoing cancer treatment. 
Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer treatment again. 
David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother of Lucille Pires, undergoing chemo 
therapy for prostate and bone cancer.  
Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, 171/2  months old diagnosed with a neuro-
degenerative disease.  
Dawn Stallings, daughter of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   
 
Healthcare workers on the front line of the pandemic and essential workers facing 
daily risk of disease. 
All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire  
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the world. 

Torie Hamilton 
Rodger Marty 
Bonnie Bennett 
Jim McMullins 
Bill Reynolds 
Mary Lee Slater 
Marjonie Gabriel 
Tom Brown 
Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 
Jacqueline Graham 
Gloria Llenaresas 
Riley Ann Holland 
Ronnie Lyons 
Irene McCloud 
Thomas Ansley 
Linda Henderson 
Beverly Schneideman 

Justice Gaudoin 
Peter Kracht 
Isabella Silva 
Randy Hoch 
Don Butler 
Mark Northcutt 
Helen Leikam 

Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
Liturgy: Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee, Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922 (public domain). 
Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love, Text: Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love © 1969 Hope Publishing Company.  
One Bread, One Body, Text: John Foley, SJ © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications. 
Let All Things Now Living, Text: Katherine K. Davis © 1993 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company.  
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 

To Friends of St. Timothy, 

Quite unexpectedly, I decided to relocate to Scottsdale, Arizona, and thus, will not be returning to 
Carmel, as originally planned.  At this time, I want all of you to know how much St. Timothy 
has meant to me.  Your many kindnesses expressed after Dawn’s stroke hold an indelible place in 
my mind and in my heart, and I thank you again for this Christian love.  Peace be with you. 

In Christ, 

Dolores Stallings 
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Notes and announcements 

• As we are now live-streaming worship, we can also accommodate a few people in the 
sanctuary each week, keeping well below the current guidelines of 25% capacity and 
maintaining safety protocols.  With this limited space, we ask you to call or email the church 
office (831)375-2042 or office@sttim.org) to let us know which Sundays you would like to 
attend and how many are in your household.   

• Study, pray, and discuss during the week: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: Wednesday 2 PM 
Bible Study, Thursday Adult Class at 6:30 PM, and the Pastors’ Forum on Sunday at 
11:15 AM. 

• Online Worship: All Sunday services online on sttim.org.   

• Social Hour: We have a social hour on Zoom Sunday at 10:45 am.  Information for worship 
and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you want to be on our email list or have 
questions, email/call/text Pastor Clark at pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

• Preparing for communion.  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please 
contact Ida Barber. 

• Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 
375-1043. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org. 

• Volunteer to help Thomas Carman Food Pantry provide food for needy households and 
individuals. YOU CAN HELP! Sign up to volunteer on the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 
3-6 pm loading and passing out bags in the church parking lot. Adults and children are 
welcome! Contact Debby Love-Sudduth at 408-499-4984 or email Rd-sudd@comcast.net  

Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
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