
Evening Prayer

Friday after 
Ascension

Participants in online group:
Please mute your microphone and 
respond audibly in your own space.

St. Matthias 
the Apostle



O God, make speed to save us.
All O Lord, make haste to help us.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us,
All and clothe us with power from on high. 

Alleluia.



1 Bless the Lord, O my soul ♦
O Lord my God, how excellent is your 
greatness!

2 You are clothed with majesty and honour, ♦
wrapped in light as in a garment.

3 The sun knows the time for its setting. ♦
You make darkness that it may be night.

4 O Lord, how manifold are your works! ♦
In wisdom you have made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures.



5 When you send forth your spirit, they are 
created, ♦
and you renew the face of the earth.

6 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; ♦
may the Lord rejoice in his works;

7 I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; ♦
I will make music to my God while I have my 
being

Psalm 104.1,2,21b,22a,26,32,33,35



Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 

All as it was in the beginning is now and 
shall be for ever. Amen.



That this evening may be holy, good and 
peaceful, let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,
so may your mercy come down upon us
to cleanse our hearts
and set us free to sing your praise
now and for ever.

All Amen.



Psalm 145

Refrain: Great is the Lord and highly to be praised.

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, ♦
and bless your name for ever and ever.

2 Every day will I bless you ♦
and praise your name for ever and ever.

3 Great is the Lord and highly to be praised; ♦
his greatness is beyond all searching out. R



4 One generation shall praise your works to 
another ♦
and declare your mighty acts.

5 They shall speak of the majesty of your glory, ♦
and I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.

6 They shall speak of the might of your 
marvellous acts, ♦
and I will also tell of your greatness.



Refrain: Great is the Lord and highly to be praised.

7 They shall pour forth the story of your 
abundant kindness ♦
and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful, ♦
long-suffering and of great goodness. R

9 The Lord is loving to everyone ♦
and his mercy is over all his creatures.

10 All your works praise you, O Lord, ♦
and your faithful servants bless you.



Refrain: Great is the Lord and highly to be praised.

11 They tell of the glory of your kingdom ♦
and speak of your mighty power,

12 To make known to all peoples your mighty acts ♦
and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; ♦
your dominion endures throughout all ages. R

14 The Lord is sure in all his words ♦
and faithful in all his deeds.



Refrain: Great is the Lord and highly to be praised.

15 The Lord upholds all those who fall ♦
and lifts up all those who are bowed down.

16 The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, ♦
and you give them their food in due season.

17 You open wide your hand ♦
and fill all things living with plenty. R

18 The Lord is righteous in all his ways ♦
and loving in all his works.



19 The Lord is near to those who call upon him, ♦
to all who call upon him faithfully.

20 He fulfils the desire of those who fear him; ♦
he hears their cry and saves them.

21 The Lord watches over those who love him, ♦
but all the wicked shall he destroy.

22 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord, ♦
and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and 
ever.

Refrain: Great is the Lord and highly to be praised.



King of the universe, you show the bright 
glory of your reign in acts of mercy and 
enduring love; raise the spirits of the 
downcast and restore those who have fallen 
away, that we may sing for ever of your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 

All as it was in the beginning is now and 
shall be for ever. Amen.



Exodus 35.30–36.1 (NRSV)

Then Moses said to the Israelites: See, the Lord 
has called by name Bezalel son of Uri son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah; 31 he has filled him with divine 
spirit, with skill, intelligence, and knowledge in 
every kind of craft, 32 to devise artistic designs, to 
work in gold, silver, and bronze, 33 in cutting stones 
for setting, and in carving wood, in every kind of 
craft.



34 And he has inspired him to teach, both him and 
Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. 35

He has filled them with skill to do every kind of 
work done by an artisan or by a designer or by an 
embroiderer in blue, purple, and crimson yarns, 
and in fine linen, or by a weaver—by any sort of 
artisan or skilled designer.



36 Bezalel and Oholiab and every skillful one to 
whom the Lord has given skill and understanding 
to know how to do any work in the construction of 
the sanctuary shall work in accordance with all that 
the Lord has commanded.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Canticle

All The Spirit of the Father, who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead, gives life to 
the people of God. Alleluia.

1 The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus ♦
has set us free from the law of sin and death.

2 All who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God; ♦
for we have received the Spirit that enables 
us to cry, ‘Abba, Father’.



3 The Spirit himself bears witness that we are 
children of God ♦
and if God’s children, then heirs of God;

4 If heirs of God, then fellow-heirs with Christ; ♦
since we suffer with him now, that we may be 
glorified with him.

5 These sufferings that we now endure ♦
are not worth comparing to the glory that shall 
be revealed.



6 For the creation waits with eager longing ♦
for the revealing of the children of God.

Romans 8.2,14,15b-19

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 

All as it was in the beginning is now and 
shall be for ever. Amen.

All The Spirit of the Father, who raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead, gives life to 
the people of God. Alleluia.



Galatians 5.13-26 (NRSV)

For you were called to freedom, brothers and 
sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love 
become slaves to one another. 14 For the whole law 
is summed up in a single commandment, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If, however, 
you bite and devour one another, take care that 
you are not consumed by one another.



16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the 
desires of the flesh. 17 For what the flesh desires is 
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is 
opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to 
each other, to prevent you from doing what you 
want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
subject to the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh 
are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, 
quarrels, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. 



I am warning you, as I warned you before: those 
who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God.
22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 
against such things. 24 And those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 



25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by 
the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 
competing against one another, envying one 
another.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



When you send forth your Spirit, we are 
created; you renew the face of the earth.

All When you send forth your Spirit, 
we are created; you renew the face of 
the earth.
O Lord, how manifold are your works;
in wisdom you have made them all.

All You renew the face of the earth.



Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit.

All When you send forth your Spirit, 
we are created; you renew the face of 
the earth.

from Psalm 104



Gospel Canticle:  The Magnificat (The Song of Mary)

All How excellent is your name in all the 
world, you have set your glory above 
the heavens. Alleluia.

1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;  ♦

he has looked with favour on his lowly 
servant.



2 From this day all generations will call me 
blessed; ♦
the Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his name

3 He has mercy on those who fear him, ♦
from generation to generation.

4 He has shown strength with his arm ♦
and has scattered the proud in their conceit,

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones ♦
and lifting up the lowly.



6 He has filled the hungry with good things ♦
and sent the rich away empty.

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, ♦
to remember his promise of mercy,

8 The promise made to our ancestors, ♦
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Luke 1.46-55



Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; 

All as it was in the beginning is now and 
shall be for ever. Amen.

All How excellent is your name in all the 
world, you have set your glory above 
the heavens. Alleluia.



Some or all parts of this form of intercession may be used. 
Specific petitions may be added, or silence may be kept, at suitable points.

Through Christ, who ever lives to make 
intercession for us, let us pray to the Lord.

Lift up our hearts to the heavenly places
and inspire us to serve you as a royal priesthood.
… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayers



Let all peoples acknowledge your kingdom and 
grant on earth the blessing of peace:
… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Send down upon us the gift of the Spirit
and renew your Church with power from on high:
… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
May peace abound and righteousness flourish, that 
we may vanquish injustice and wrong:
… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Prayers



Help us to proclaim the good news of salvation, 
and grant us the needful gifts of your grace:
… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Further prayers may be added.

Let us commend the world, for which Christ prays, 
to the mercy and protection of God.
Amen.

Prayers



Collect for St. Matthias

Almighty God, who in the place of Judas chose 
Matthias to be numbered in the twelve, 
preserve your Church from false apostles, and 
by the ministry of faithful pastors and teachers 
keep us steadfast in your truth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.



Collect for Thy Kingdom Come

O God the King of glory, you have exalted your 
only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to 
your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, 
leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy 
Spirit to strengthen us and exalt us to the 
place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, let us 
pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.



May the Spirit kindle in us the fire of God’s 
love.

All Amen.

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
All   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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