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Think you’re smart? Try this puzzle.   
 
If Ned takes eight full cans of beer hiking…how many empty beer 
cans should Ned bring back? 
 

A) None (because he will only get 80 cents in returns) 
B) Seven and one as a traveller (he is on foot)   
C) Eight (because 80 cents isn’t the point) 
D) Beer can’t hike so the question is not grammatically correct  
E) I shouldn’t have to wear a mask or answer this stupid 

question because I have the right to do anything I want. So 
does Ned.  

 
If your answer was anything but E, you might be open to engaging in 
honest debate and discussion about your choice.  
 
If it was E, well, maybe you took part in the local event on Saturday in 
Collingwood? Others were held in Peterborough and a few other 
small Ontario cities, like Barrie and Lindsay, as part of the recent anti-
mask protest marches.  These were led by Randy Hillier, Maxime 
Bernier and Derek Sloan.  At least a couple of hundred other people 
also attended.  
 
There were more than a few carrying rather alarming signs promoting 
White Supremacy and some wore red MAGA hats…wowzers. Let’s 
bring all our issues and axes to grind to every protest.  
 
I am going to attend the next rally, no matter the occasion, with a sign 
demanding the end of discrimination against Short, Slightly Pudgy 
and Balding Guys. The SSPBG movement. We have rights too- we 
just can’t quite reach them.         
 
Maybe we could take a lesson in communication from the 
Peterborough Mayor, Diane Therrien. She posted a note on social 
media telling the anti-masking protestors, she called the “Travelling 



Clown Show”, to “Stay TF Home”. (I’m not going to parse that 
because it would never make it past my editor and you can probably 
figure it out.  If you can’t, she also posted a picture of herself with a 
middle finger salute.)    
 
Problem is, that although she was as effective in her communication 
as the protestors, it ended rather than opened any dialogue.  
 
Not all clowns choose to be mute and lots of them are actually pretty 
smart. Granted, some can be pretty weird and slightly creepy too but 
they believe there is a good reason for what they are doing. (So, you 
might argue, does a two-year old child heading for Highway 401 on 
their tricycle.)   
 
I would fully support those who do not want to wear masks or practice 
social distancing, if they did so amongst themselves and promised 
not to show up at any hospitals if they do contract Covid. Maybe the 
whole protest-parade could be moved to a place like the Bare Oaks 
Naturalist camp over by Barrie. Never mind masks, they wouldn’t 
even have to wear pants over there. Total freedom!!! 
 
But to simply dismiss them all as lunatics, or really selfish and 
ignorant people, gets us nowhere. My hope is as always, that a day 
will come when we stop lobbing slogans and profanities at each other 
and talk about our differences.   
 
There’s more of a lack of civility and respectful listening than 
information in most disputes.        
 
We are facing a very strange chapter in working out what it means to 
live in a democracy. What unassailable rights and freedoms do we 
really have? What should we have? When is it ok to give them up? 
What is the guarantee they will be returned?  
 
We’ve gotten more accustomed to them now but remember when the 
lockdowns, and even curfews, in some provinces were unthinkable, 
or at least, rather surprising? Just how far are we to let government 
go?  
 



I remember Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau answering that question 
from a reporter during the FLQ crises…his answer “Just watch me.”  
 
It was surprising and heartening to me that Police forces all over 
Ontario said that, against the direction from our Ontario Government, 
they would not be stopping and questioning people at random. That, 
they said, was going too far.   
 
We are living in as an extraordinary time as we were in October 1970.   
Civil rights and liberties are being curtailed and even suspended in 
the name of the greater good. I support these suspensions because I 
believe they really are for the greater good and this is a life-and-death 
situation. But I also appreciate that there are people who are 
questioning them in the name of democracy and freedom.  
 
I believe they are largely misguided and should not be permitted to 
endanger others with their reckless behaviours, but some of what 
they are saying needs to be respectfully heard.  
 
So maybe there are other answers to the puzzle about Ned and his 
beer.  
 
We might have to pick up all his empties because litter is awful to 
look at and we all clean up for each other in one way or another 
anyway. 
 
And Ned might be drunk but he still needs our kindness and 
consideration anyway. Maybe someday, when he’s sober, he will be 
open to discussing what responsible and considerate drinking and 
hiking practices might mean for others.    
 
And isn’t opening communication with others with whom we disagree 
always a better scenario?  
 
Although…maybe the Freedom Marchers would be a lot happier if 
they could cavort around the locked grounds of the Bare Oaks 
Naturalist Camp as dressed or as undressed as they pleased.  
 
Until this pandemic has passed, that really would be a safer option for 
everyone.  



 
 


