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THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Saturday, May 8, 2021 at 5:30p --Live 
Sunday, May 9, 2021 at 8:00a/10:30a --Live 
Pastor/Leader = regular script    People = bold script  
 
GATHERING SONG: “The River Is Here” (Andy Park) –Praise Band 
 
WELCOME 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
-Silence for Reflection- 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 
his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE: “Here I Am To Worship” (Tim Hughes) 
Verse 1 
Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
 
Opened my eyes let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 
 
Chorus 
So here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
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Here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 
 
Verse 2 
King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came to the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 
 
Chorus 
 
Bridge 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
 
Chorus 
 
“Here I Am To Worship” CCLI Song # 3266032 Tim Hughes © 2000 Thankyou Music (Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI 
License # 505360 

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you 
above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 
desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his 
family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works 
inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these 
Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 
Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then 
Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them 



Page 3 of 8 

to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for 
several days. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 98 
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose right 
hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 
2O LORD, you have made known your victory, you have revealed 
your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, 
and sing.  

 
5Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 

 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before 
the king, the LORD. 

 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 

 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy 
before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 

 
9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with 
equity. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping 
God’s commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military 
might but through love and faith. 
 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we 
love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 
conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the 
water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that 
testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Celtic Alleluia” ELW 174 
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Alleluia, Alleluia 
Alleluia, Alleluia 

 
GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said 
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call 
you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known 
to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose 
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 
last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I 
am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE FOR CHILDREN and YOUTH 
     
SERMON 
 
SERMON SONG: “Good Good Father” (Chris Tomlin) 
Verse 1 
I've heard a thousand stories 
Of what they think You’re like 
But I've heard the tender whisper 
Of love in the dead of night 
You tell me that You’re pleased 
And that I'm never alone 
 
Chorus  
You're a Good Good Father 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
It's who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 
It's who I am 
 
 
Verse 2 
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I've seen many searching for answers 
Far and wide 
But I know we're all searching for answers 
Only You provide 
Because You know just what we need 
Before we say a word 
 
Chorus  
 
Chorus  
 
Bridge 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways to us 
 
Bridge 
 
Verse 3 
Love so undeniable I can hardly speak 
Peace so unexplainable I can hardly think 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
As You call me deeper still 
Into love love love 
 
Chorus (repeat) 
 
“Good Good Father” CCLI Song # 7036612 Anthony Brown | Pat Barrett © 2014 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing) Common Hymnal Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Housefires Sounds 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Tony Brown Publishing 
Designee (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect. Terms of Use. 
All rights reserved. CCLI License # 505360 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I 
believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 
hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    …Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING MUSIC: “Because He Lives (Amen)” (Matt Maher) –Praise Band 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS “Holy Holy Holy” ELW 193 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth,  
and for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea, 
and for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
   
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom  
come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.   And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish 
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we 
may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG: “The River Is Here” (Andy Park) 
Verse 1 
Down the mountain the river flows 
And it brings refreshing wherever it goes 
Through the valleys and over the fields 
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The river is rushing and the river is here 
 
Chorus 1 
The river of God sets our feet a-dancing 
The river of God fills our hearts with cheer 
The river of God fills our mouths with laughter 
And we rejoice for the river is here 
 
Verse 2 
The river of God is teeming with life 
And all who touch it can be revived 
And those who linger on this river's shore 
Will come back thirsting for more of the Lord 
 
Chorus 1 
    
Verse 3 
Up to the mountain we love to go 
To find the presence of the Lord 
Along the banks of the river we run 
We dance with laughter giving praise to the Son 
 
Chorus 1 
 
Verse 4 (repeat of Verse 1)  
Down the mountain the river flows 
And it brings refreshing wherever it goes 
Through the valleys and over the fields 
The river is rushing and the river is here 
 
Chorus 2 
The river of God sets our feet a-dancing 
The river of God fills our hearts with cheer 
The river of God fills our mouths with laughter 
And we rejoice for the river is here 
Yes we rejoice for the river is here 
 
“The River Is Here” CCLI Song # 1475231 Andy Park © 1994 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by 
Vineyard Music USA) For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI 
License # 505360 

 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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