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WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Welcome: Christ is risen! Alleluia! Good morning, and welcome to this service of worship on 
the Sixth Sunday of Easter.  My name is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge 
during this time of transition, here at the Church of The Advent.   
As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and Esquimalt nations, on whose 
traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their stewardship 
of the land and water, the plants, and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet today, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—
the community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us greet one another with words 
and signs of welcome.  
Come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves 
us all and all are welcome in this space. We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer 
leaders, music director and choir members, along with our technical team, as we offer prayer 
and praise to our Creator.   
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day: Scripture shares with us, “If you love me, you will keep my 
word, and my Father will love you, and we will come to you.” 
 
Opening Hymn: Christ Arose   
(Text: Robert Lowry {1826-1899}, Music: Robert Lowry {1826-1899}; Public Domain.) 

  
Low in the grave He lay, Jesus my Savior! 
Waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord! 

  
Refrain: 
Up from the grave He arose, 
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes. 
He arose a victor from the dark domain, 
And He lives forever with His saints to reign, 
He arose!  He Arose:  Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

  
Vainly they watch his bed, Jesus my Savior! 
Vainly they seal the dead, Jesus my Lord!   Refrain 

  
Death cannot keep his prey, Jesus my Savior! 
He tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord!   Refrain 

  
Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 



Act of Praise:  A Prayer from the Lutheran prayer book. 
Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you, riches beyond imagination. Pour into 
our hearts such love toward you, that we, loving you above all things, may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all that we can desire, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:  Almighty God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your 
great mercy receive the prayers of all your children and give to all the world the Spirit of your 
truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son, and our Lord and Saviour, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: MV 121 “Hey Now, Singing Hallelujah”  
(Words and Music: Linnea Good 1998. Words and music © 1998 Borealis Music, used by permission.) 

  
Refrain:  
Hey now! Singing hallelujah!  
Hey now! The morning has come! 

   Hey now! Singing hallelujah!  
The tomb was empty at the rising sun. 

   
Jesus loved the people and they said he was king, 

  Hey now, the tomb was empty. 
  He turned all the tables on everything. 
  Hey now, the tomb was empty.   Refrain 
 
  Jesus had power and they took him away. 
  Hey now, the tomb was empty. 
  They nailed him to a cross and they killed him one day. 
  Hey now, the tomb was empty.    Refrain 
 
  Jesus loves people and he lives again. 
  Hey now, the tomb was empty. 
  Calls us disciples and he calls us his friends. 
  Hey now, the tomb was empty.   Refrain 
 
Psalm: 98 (BAS Pg. 836) 
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, * for he has done marvellous things. 
 
2 With his right hand and his holy arm * has he won for himself the victory. 



3 The Lord has made known his victory; * his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of 
the nations. 
 
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 
5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands, * lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
 
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, * with the harp and the voice of song. 
 
7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 
 
8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * the lands and those who dwell therein. 
 
9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 
 
10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * and the peoples with equity. 
 
Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And 
his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And 
this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the 
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.  
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: VU #468 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”  
(Text: Fred Kaan{1975}; Tune: Jamaican Folk Song, adapt. Doreen Potter {1975}, © 1975 Hope Publishing 
Company.) 

  Let us talents and tongues employ, 
  Reaching out with a shout of joy. 
  Bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
  Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 

 
 



Refrain:  
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,  
Pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 
Christ is able to make us one, 
At the table he sets the tone, 
Teaching people to live to bless, 
Love in word and in deed express.  Refrain 
 
Jesus calls us in, sends us out, 
Bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
Gives us love to tell, bread to share, 
God (Immanuel) every where!  Refrain 

 
Gospel: John 15:9-17 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete.  
 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me, but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.  
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon: Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  



He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People – May 9, 2021 
 

I will end each petition with O God, giver of love,    
Please respond with Hear our prayer. 

 
God gives what is good.  Let us pray that God’s goodness may flow through us into all the world,  

O God, giver of love, hear our prayer. 
 

O God, your love is in motion.  We praise the strength of your love.  Where there is hunger, 
raise up your love.  Where there is hurt and persecution, empower your love.  Where there are 
false prophets, proclaim your love.  Where there are lies, speak your love.   

O God, giver of love, hear our prayer. 
 

Where nations are angry and plot harm against one another, bring your love.  Where 
governments lie and deceive, bring your love.  Where powers cripple and destroy what you 
have made, bring your love.   

O God, giver of love, hear our prayer. 
 

Where churches alienate one another, bring your love.  Where our fears keep us from offering 
Christ to all needy people, bring your love.  When we are marked by division and jealousy, bring 
your love.   

O God, giver of love, hear our prayer. 
 

O Lord, increase our affection.  Increase our compassion.  Increase our joy.  Show us those we 
do not see.  Today, we pray especially for Sierra, Bill, Christopher, Dianne, Sheila, Barb, Jamie, 
and Dimas. Magnify our love for all those for whom we pray.   

O God, giver of love, hear our prayer. 
 

O Lord, on this Mother’s Day, we pray for families who have lost mothers over the past year. 
We pray for all mothers who have given birth during the past year and do not have the support 
they need.  We thank you for our own Mothers, Mothers who raised us, and Mothers who are 
still raising us. We pray for mothers we now see only in our hearts and mothers yet to be.  

O God, giver of love, hear our prayer. 
 

O God, we thank You for the power of divine love and for the presence of your love in each of 
us.  Guide us into that greatest love who is Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 
And now, may Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins through the grace 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you 
this day and forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Commissioning Hymn: VU #664 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  
(Text: Joseph Medicott Scriven ca {1855}. Music. Charles Crozat Converse {1868} Public Domain.) 

   
What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

  What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 
  O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain to bear, 
  All because we do not carry everything in God in prayer. 
 
  Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
  We should never be discouraged, take it to the Lord in prayer. 
  Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows share? 
  Jesus knows our every weakness, take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
  Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
  Christ the Saviour is our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer. 
  Do our friends despise, forsake us? Are we tempted to despair? 

Jesus’ strength will shield our weakness, and we’ll find new courage there. 
  
Commissioning: Eternal God, You call us to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
By paths, as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with courage, not 
knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us, and your love supporting us. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia! Amen! 
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TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya. 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for The Two Saints Ministry, & Diocese of New Westminster. 

In the Selkirk Region for S. David-by-the-Sea, Cordova, Bay. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Christopher, Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Barb, Jaimie,  
Dimas, Joan, Barb, Carol Ann, Garry, Bill, & Lorraine. 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   
 
 


