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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  It is our prayer that this will be a time of worship and renewal for you, when you 
will encounter the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
 
INTRODUCTION   

On this sixth Sunday of Easter, we continue our focus series on the readings from Acts.  With a text that leans 

forward into the celebration of Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit; there is no doubt what the author 

intends the reader to understand:  That the entire movement of the church is Spirit-filled and Spirit-breathed; 

that the gift of the Spirit is God’s life, breath, and movement for all people!  Period.   For all nations!  Period.  

For everyone!  Full stop.  From the waters of an Ethiopian Eunuch’s baptism last week, to today’s reading 

where the gift of the Holy Spirit falls “even upon Gentiles,” it is time for the church of all ages to be 

“astounded” once more by the far-reaching, all encompassing grace and inclusiveness of God. 

 
GATHERING AND THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

Alleluia!  Christ is Risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
GATHERING HYMN     "What the Lord Has Done"  

 
1. Let the weak say I am strong 

Let the poor say I am rich 
Let the blind say I can see 
It's what the Lord has done in me 

refrain 

Hosanna hosanna 
To the Lamb that was slain 
Hosanna hosanna 
Jesus died and rose again 

2. Into the river I will wade 
There my sins are washed away 
From the heaven's mercy stream 
Of the Saviour's love for me   refrain 

3. I will rise from waters deep 
Into the saving arms of God 
I will sing salvation songs 
Jesus Christ has set me free   refrain 
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All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the minister begins. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
The pianist plays ACS 955 through once, instrumental only, while the water is poured. 
 

“Come to the Water of Life” ACS 955 
 

 

 

 

 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
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We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
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Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    PKC 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. Let us pray. 

Life-giving, life-filling, Life-pouring God,   
Astound us with your grace.  By your Spirit be the breath of our every movement.  Inspire us to radical 
inclusiveness.  May we never withhold what you have so lavishly, freely outpoured among us; but washed and 
filled, filled and sent; empower us to be your witnesses wherever we are and in the world; through Jesus Christ 
risen from the tomb.  Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING   Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised believers who 
had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 
for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water 
for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 
God’s story, your story. 
Thanks be to God. 
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“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” ELW 172 
 

 
 

SECOND READING   1 John 5:1-6 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves 
the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 
For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it 
that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the 
blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
God’s story, your story. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” ELW 172 
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GOSPEL  John 15:9-17 

The Holy Gospel according to John the 15th Chapter.   
Glory to you O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
  “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose 
me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY  "Come Now, O Prince of Peace"  ELW 247 
 

 
 

 
APOSTLES' CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear 
us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
Loving God, you bind your church together in love.  May we, your people redeemed by your grace, abide in 
that love and bear fruit for you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Life-giving Saviour, you conquer the world with undying love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ 
leaders and give them your Spirit, so that all the peoples of the world may live in peace. Heal our world from 
the ravages of COVID.  In this time of division over government restrictions, may we all be responsible citizens 
who act out of love and care for one another.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 
Abiding God, you love everyone and you desire that everyone comes to know you. Assure those who are 
feeling forgotten and unloved of your constant presence and your grace. We pray for Myrtle, Sharla, Debi, 
Renee, Marion, Arne, Eva, Olai, Dave and Trudy, Olivia, Lyle and Marlene, Syd, Corrie, Pastor Dick and Jan, 
Patrick, Klaus, Shirley, Eowyn, Grace, Lilian, Margaret, Clayton, Mary, Brad, Clayton, Rosemary, Shellene, 
Judy and Ron, and Miriam. Meet their needs, give them joy in spite of their circumstances, and may they find 
strength in you. Hear us. O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Comforting God, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. Hold all who are grieving in your loving 
arms, especially Millicent, Rose and Brian, Katie and Jared, Anna and her family, and all who loved Ed. Be their 
source of hope and consolation today and in the days ahead. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Astonishing God, your love knows no limits and your joy fills us to overflowing. Abide is us and make your joy 
complete in us. Let your hand of blessing rest on Steve, Dawn, Hailey and Andrew Iwassa, and Hans and Carol 
Isele, and all those involved in Stephen Ministry. Empower us to serve you and to bear fruit for you even in this 
time of isolation, and may we always be astonished and filled with gratitude for your live-giving presence in 
our lives. 
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In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven,   
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,   
your will be done,      
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,    

as we forgive those     
 who sin against us;        

Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.    

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

  

SHARING THE PEACE 

Jesus stood among the disciples and said to them, "Peace be with you." This word of peace is for us, too. 

Peace be with you. And also with you.  

A video loop will invite people to participate in sharing the peace. 

BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 
 

 
SENDING HYMN   "Deep in Our Hearts"  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SENDING 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



10 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSION 

1. “What the Lord has Done” Words and Music: Reuben Morgan © 1998 Hillsong Music Puglishing 
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CCLI Licence #547407. 
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Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712444.  
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Fortress.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712444  
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5. “Deep In Our Hearts”  Words Copyright © 1995 by John Oldham, Music Copyright © 1996 by Ron 
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