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Worship Guide – May 9 

9:30 AM Worship 

Communion Sunday 

 

+ WE GATHER BEFORE GOD + 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE        First Light – Agioritis 

Flute quartet: Becky Krauss, Jenna Krauss, Kim Detwiler, Lindsay Detwiler 

 
© Kate Agioritis, Musika Publishing Australia 

Podcasted/streamed with permission of the composer 

 

LIGHTING OF THE TRINITY CANDLE 

St. John’s is a community that is 

Ignited by Spirit, Growing in Love. 

We begin our worship in the name of the Father,  

the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen 

 

CONFESSION 

God has commanded us to live in love, sharing love with those around us.  Yet, too often, we 

hoard God’s love for ourselves, not sharing it as indiscriminately as God calls us to.  So we come 

to God in confession. 

 

Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you; you call, but we have not listened.  

We walk away from neighbors in need, wrapped up in our own concerns.  We have gone 

along with evil, with pride, quarrelling, and divisiveness.  Holy God, help us to face up to 

ourselves, so that, as you move toward us in mercy, we may repent, turn to you, receive 

mercy and love as you love us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

This is my commandment: that you love one another.  You are to love one another in the same 

way that I have loved you.  Because of God’s love, we are forgiven and called to share God’s 

love.  Filled with God’s grace, may our lives declare your praise as we love others as you love 

us.  Amen   

 

OPENING HYMN  ELW 631 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling! 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 

Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

let us all thy life receive; 
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suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish then thy new creation, 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee! 

Changed from glory into glory, 

till in heav’n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, Public Domain 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  ELW 651 Oh, Praise the Gracious Power  

 

Oh, praise inclusive love, 

encircling ev'ry race, 

oblivious to gender, wealth, 

to social rank or place:  

We praise you, Christ! 

Your cross has made us one! 

 

Oh, praise the pow'r, the truth, 

the love, the word, the tide. 

Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, 

praise Christ the crucified:    

We praise you, Christ! 

Your cross has made us one! 

 
Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945 

Text from New Hymns for the Lectionary © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.  

Podcasted/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our 

hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which 

exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 



3 
 

 

+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD + 

 

FIRST READING: 1 John 5:1-6 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. 

Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 

 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 

the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 

and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And 

his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And 

this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the 

one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 

  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with 

the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  This Is My Commandment 

 

This is my commandment, 

That you love one another, 

That your joy may be full. 

 

This is my commandment, 

That you love one another, 

That your joy may be full. 

 

That your joy may be full, 

That your joy may be full. 

 

This is my commandment, 

That you love one another, 

That your joy may be full. 

 
Author unknown, Public Domain 

 

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the 

days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 

 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 

and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 

your joy may be complete. 

  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
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what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know 

what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 

everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 

appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 

you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  When Love Is Found 

 

When love is found and hope comes home, 

sing and be glad that two are one. 

When love explodes and fills the sky, 

praise God and share our maker’s joy. 

 

When love is tried as loved-ones change, 

hold still to hope though all seems strange, 

till ease returns and love grows wise 

through list’ning ears and opened eyes. 

 

Praise God for love, praise God for life, 

in age or youth, in calm or strife. 

Lift up your hearts. Let love be fed 

through death and life in broken bread. 

 
Text: Brian Wren, b. 1936 

© 1983 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. 

Podcasted/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 
 

LITANY FOR MOTHER’S DAY 

We celebrate today our mothers who bore us and cradled us as infants. 

We also remember mothers who have lost their children 

through illness or violence, 

whose tears still flow from their broken hearts. 
We cherish our families 

who have sheltered us from harm and who provided for our daily needs. 

We remember families who are separated 

and those exiled from the land of their birth 

by frontiers, by barbed wire, and by war’s violence. 
We express gratitude to our spiritual mothers  

who guided us throughout life, modeling for us the love of God. 

We hold up mothers of diverse religions and creeds 

who experience life in disparate ways— 

those who are comforted and encouraged by what they believe 
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and those who struggle to find meaning and hope in their faith. 
We pray for those who we love and hold dear to our hearts— 

children, youth, young adults, and elders; 

And we pray for those we know and do not hold dear, 

and those who we do not know and whose suffering we have not embraced. 
On this Mother’s Day, 

we come to worship the living God, to honor our mothers, 

and to find our solace and peace in the goodness that life brings; 

Acknowledging the joys and sorrows of life, 

we hope to depart this space transformed by Christ’s Spirit 

that we may express compassion, 

seek justice, 

show mercy, 

and pursue peace 

wherever our lives may lead. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Hear us, everlasting God: 

fill us with your love. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING    Go In Love – Cluver  

Meghan Carlin, soprano, Colleen Carlin, alto 

 
© Copyright MCMXC by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. 

All rights reserved. Podcasted/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

  

 

+ WE MEET GOD IN THE MEAL + 

 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

In this meal, Christ comes close, 

and in this meal, we are united with the community of Christ. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

As Jesus taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

Please share the elements with those with whom you are worshipping, using the words: 

The body of Christ given for you. 

The blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still 

around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all 

people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

+ WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE + 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN ELW 619 I Know that My Redeemer Lives! 

 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

he lives, my ever-living head! 

 

He lives to bless me with his love; 

he lives to plead for me above; 

he lives my hungry soul to feed; 

he lives to help in time of need. 

 

He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;  

he lives and loves me to the end; 

he lives, and while he lives, I'll sing; 

he lives, my prophet, priest, and king! 

 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt., Public Domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE: You Shall Go Out with Joy! – Wagner 

 
Music for Rejoicing, Postludes and Fanfares for Worship or Recital, Douglas E. Wagner 

2016 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. 

All rights reserved. Podcasted/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 
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The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2021 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 

under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2021   

Litany for Mother’s Day written by Rev. Paul Hayes, Pastor, Noank Baptist Church, Noank, CT. Posted on 

the Baptist Peacemaker website. http://www.bpfna.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Worship Attendance 
5/2/2021 – Zoom - 53 households 

Giving Amounts  Total received 
between  

4/5-24/2021 

Amount Needed 
between  

4/5-24/2021 

General Fund $7,428 $16,825 

Building Fund $560.14   
Weekly average is based on the 2021 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 
reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other building 
expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include electronic giving. 
Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

  

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between  
3/14/4/3/2021 

$210 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 250,054.65 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your 

prayers: 

Alex Kunkel, Bob Moran, Betsy Rodger, Robin Seasock, Paige Seasock, Peyton Seasock, Nancy 

Terpoilli, Brian Allebach, Glen Van Dyke, Charles Krupp, Jean Leister, Kenny Nace, Tom Ciesielka, 

Abigail and Eric Hails, Sonny Carson, Frank Puskoskie, Ann Brown Hager, Alyssa Gegan, David 

Mounts, Ann Lewis, Carolyn Iris, Melissa Snyder, Sandy Umstead, Theresa Hasson, Renaud Fix, 

Joseph and Lisa Yost, Theresa Gross, Lynda Lysoby, David and Linda Kratzer, Leah Crater, Leanne 

Kratzer and Paul Barndt. 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 

file:///C:/Users/officeadmin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/OODAXUKS/written%20by Rev.%20Paul%20Hayes,%20Pastor, Noank%20Baptist%20Church,%20Noank,%20CT.%20Posted%20on%20the Baptist%20Peacemaker website
file:///C:/Users/officeadmin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/OODAXUKS/written%20by Rev.%20Paul%20Hayes,%20Pastor, Noank%20Baptist%20Church,%20Noank,%20CT.%20Posted%20on%20the Baptist%20Peacemaker website
http://www.bpfna.org/
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Blood Drive There is a Red Cross blood drive scheduled at St. John’s for Friday, 

May 14th from 2pm – 7pm.  Sign up at redcrossblood.org. 

 

Heavenly Helpers will once again have their monthly summer hoagie sales from May until 

September.  This is very exciting for all of us.  Number one because so many 

people have enjoyed these hoagies through the years and number two, it helps the 

mission team continue to serve those who need the help.  Our hope is to return to 

doing trips in October.   If you have any questions about the hoagies or our trips, 

please contact Elaine. 

The first sale will be Thursday, May 20.  Orders must be in by May 13.   

Since we are in the midst of virtual  church services, please contact Elaine Keller by phone 

(215.262.5366) or email elaineakeller@comcast.net. before May 13.  

 

 

New Dates available!  Meal Train for Brian & Jennifer Allebach 

As you may be aware, Brian Allebach, former chancel choir director at St. John's, 

was diagnosed with ALS in 2019. As the disease progresses and life changes for 

the Allebachs each week, we are hoping to support them in whatever ways we can. 

A meal train, to provide a meal on Saturdays, has been started. To access the meal 

train sign-up, see what dates are available and find out all the pertinent information, see the 

weekly email or contact the church office. 

Brian also loves to receive cards - so feel free to drop one in the mail to their home address, 

which is: Brian Allebach, 1096 Soffa Road, East Greenville, PA 18041 

Thank you for your tender care for this family at this challenging time - and watch for new ways 

to be present with and for them in the months to come. 

 

This Week at St. John’s 

Mon, May 10th  7:30pm Council Meeting (zoom) 

Wed, May 12th  7:30pm Confirmation (zoom) 

Thur, May 13th Hoagie Sale Deadline (call Elaine Keller) 

Fri, May 14th  2-7pm Blood Drive 

Sat, May 15th  9-11am Open Link Food Collection 

Sun, May 16th  9:30am 7th Sunday after Easter Worship (zoom) 

mailto:elaineakeller@comcast.net
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Outdoor Work Party at the Allebach’s - Sat. May 15 - 9 am - 12 Noon  

St. John's has identified another way that we can be present to support and help Brian 

Allebach. Brian loves his flower beds and is no longer able to maintain them. Weeders 

and mulch spreaders are needed! Please check the weekly newsletter to sign up online, or 

contact the church office at 215-234-4888 to join the party. 

 

Graduate Recognition Sunday 

On June 6, we will take time during worship to recognize our graduates – whether that be 

preschool/kindergarten, elementary school, middle school, high school, college or graduate 

school graduates.  If you would like for your graduate to be recognized on June 6, please submit 

the following information to the church office by Sunday, May 30: 

- Student’s name and where he/she is graduating from. 

- Where student is headed next (school, work, military, etc.) 

- A picture of the graduate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


