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St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
“People of Christ Making a Difference” 

119 N Church Street 
Lexington, SC 

 
6th Sunday of Easter/Youth Sunday 

May 9, 2021 
 

WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE! 
 

During this time of social distancing here are a few things to remember: 
 

We are back to regular office hours Monday through Friday.  Please don’t hesitate to let us know 
how we can help!  The pastors are available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis 
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing them (pat@sslc.org and/or 
jasonantley@earthlink.net) 
 

If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page.  On your phone, 
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full 
website).  At the top you will see SIX RED BOXES.  Here are the details: 
 

Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube. 
 

Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual 
worship. 
 

Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship 
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there 
directly.  Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays. 
 

Box 4) “Latest Church Update” – where we will post the latest COVID-19 church update. 
 

Box 5) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either 
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or 
giving through the Givelify app.  This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving.  For 
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya 
Reynolds. 
 

Box 6) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get 

on Sunday.  
 

If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to 
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors.  We 
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can!  Please take time to call folks who may not 
have a strong network and may be in need.  Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be 
“People of Christ Making a Difference!” 
 

We will continue sending out emails but you can also check out our website and our Facebook 
page for updates.  God bless you!  We love you!  Stay safe out there! 

mailto:pat@sslc.org
mailto:jasonantley@earthlink.net
http://www.sslc.org/
file:///C:/Users/nanna/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/KMX4GOQT/tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship
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GATHERING MUSIC 
 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
PRELUDE 
  
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.  
Amen. 

  
A reading from Romans: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:3-5) 
  
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us 
give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
  
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the 
waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people 
Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed 
with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making 
us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift 
of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 
Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
  
Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our sins, 

strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life through + 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
  
GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you always. 
And also with you.  
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RESPONSIVE LITURGY 
O sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 
The LORD has made known his victory; all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of 
our God. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing 
praises. 
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who live in it. 
Let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming to judge the 
earth.  
 

THE SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION         Shannon Burnett 
 
Special Music             “You’re Gonna Be”         Orton and Matkosky 

(Solo—Bailey Slice Parker) 
 

Six pounds and nine ounces, lookin' up at me, like I have all the answers; 
I hope I have the ones you need. I've never really done this, now I know what scared is. 

  

Sometimes, I'll protect you from everything that's wrong. Other times, I'll let you just find out on 
your own. But that's when you'll be growin', and the whole time I'll be knowin': 

  

Refrain: You're gonna fly with every dream you chase. You're gonna cry but know that that's okay. 
Sometimes life's not fair but if you hang in there You're gonna see that sometimes bad is good. We 

just have to believe things work out like they should. Life has no guarantees,  
but always loved by me, you're gonna be. 

  

I'm afraid you'll have to suffer through some of my mistakes. Lord, knows I'll be trying, oh, to give 
you what it takes, what it takes to know the difference between getting by and livin'. 

  

'Cause anything worth doing is worth doing all the way. Just know you'll have to live with all the 
choices that you make. So make sure you're always givin' way more than you're takin'. Refrain 

  

You're gonna be someone's everything. You're gonna see just what you are to me.  
You're gonna fly with every dream you chase. We just have to believe things work out like they 
should. Life has no guarantees, but always loved by me, you're gonna be, always loved by me. 

 
FIRST READING               Acts 10:44-48 
  

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised 
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 
out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 
they invited him to stay for several days. 
  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM              Psalm 98 
  

1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
 whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
 you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
 all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 
5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
 with the harp and the voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
 the world and those who dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
 and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 
9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
 and the peoples with equity. 
 
SECOND READING                 1 John 5:1-6 
  
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves 
the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And 
his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this 
is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus 
Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that 
testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                John 15:9-17 
  
The holy gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything 
that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
CHILDREN’S SERMON                Abby Burnett 
  
SERMON          Joanna Taylor and Peyton Windham 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      "Borning Cry”       ELW 732 

 
"I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, with a faith to suit you well; 
in a blaze of light you wandered off to find where demons dwell." 

  
"In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young, 

I'll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I've begun. 
When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes, 
I'll be there as I have always been, with just one more surprise." 

  
"I was there to hear your borning cry, I'll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life unfold." 
  
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
OFFERING 
It is during times like these that we notice an even greater purpose for our ministry and life together 
in Christ as we love and support each other and the world around us.  Don’t forget to support our 
ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate at the doors of the church, mailing your 
offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app.  This may also be a 
time to consider direct deposit giving.  For more details please contact our Parish Administrator, 
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562. 
 
(8:30) Anthem                "We Are Called"       ELW 720 

(Solo by Lizzy Turner) 
  

Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! We are called  
to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God. 

  
Refrain: We are called to act with justice, we are called to love tenderly;  

we are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God. 
  

Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear! We are called  
to be hope for the hopeless so hatred and blindness will be no more. Refrain 

  
Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one! God will reign,  

and we'll walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in love. Refrain 
 
(11:00) Anthem          "Oh How I Love Jesus" 

(Solo by Chappell Lackore) 
  

There is a name I love to hear, I love to sing its worth;  
it sounds like music in my ear, the sweetest name on earth. 

  
Refrain:  Oh, how I love Jesus! Oh, how I love Jesus!  

Oh, how I love Jesus, because he first loved me. 
  

It tells me of a Savior's love, who died to set me free;  
it tells me of His precious blood, the sinner's perfect plea. Refrain 

  
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives 
and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the 
sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE PREFACE 
 
THE SANCTUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized!  This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental 
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for 

us for the forgiveness of our sins.  It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal, however 
with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your context for 
your family to share.  As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ found in, with, 
and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy Sacrament 
transcend space and time.  May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so that we 
may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day. 
 

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
 

The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

The communicant may say: “Amen.”) 
 

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still 
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION  

May God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, who has brought us from death to life, fill you 
with great joy and bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG        “Go, My Children, With My Blessing”      ELW 543 

 
“Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
  

“Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 

  
  

C 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to share the good news that Christ is Risen! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  
 
POSTLUDE    
 
 

 
 

Youth Sunday Participants 
  

Thanksgiving for Baptism, Greeting,     Carlee Tworzyanski 
Responsive Liturgy, Salutation, 
and Prayer of the Day 
  
First Reading and Psalm      Andrew Tworzyanski 
 
  
Second Reading and Gospel Acclamation    Zachary Head 
 
  
Gospel         Joanna Taylor 
         Peyton Windham 
  
Children’s Sermon       Abby Burnett 
  
Sermon        Joanna Taylor 
         Peyton Windham 
  
Apostle’s Creed and Prayers of the Faithful   Bryce Windham 
  
Offering Anthem       Lizzy Turner 
 
  
Benediction and Dismissal      Carlee Tworzyanski 
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High School Graduates 
  

Cardinal Newman High School: 
Peyton Windham will be attending Furman University with plans to major in Biology or Chemistry.  
Peyton is graduating with honors and has been selected to be a member of the cheerleading squad at 
Furman.  Go Paladins! 
  
Chapin High School: 
Will Stogner will be attending Midland's Technical College with plans to study Construction 
Science/Engineering. 
 
Gilbert High School: 
Natalie Cousins will be attending Clemson University with plans to major in Nutrition to become a 
registered dietician. Natalie is graduating with honors. 
  
Lexington High School: 
Maya Blashka will be attending Appalachian State with plans to major in Geographic Informational 
Systems.  Maya is graduating with honors. 
  
Mason McInnis will be attending the Clemson University Bridge Program with plans to major in 
Special Education. 
  
Joanna Taylor will be attending Furman University with plans to major in Business Administration.  
Joanna is graduating with honors and has been selected to be a member of the Paladin Regiment - 
Furman's Marching Band. 
  
Shawn Williamson will be entering the work force and focusing on auto collision repair. 
  
River Bluff High School: 
Jackson Burgess will be attending The Citadel with plans to major in Intelligence and Security 
Studies. 
  
Grant Mondeel will be attending Clemson University Honors College with plans to major in Physics 
and focus on Astronomy.  Grant is graduating with honors. 
  
Megan Paeth is graduating early from high school and will be attending Newberry College with plans 
to major in Early Childhood Education in order to be a Kindergarten teacher. 
  
White Knoll High School: 
Alex Bernard is graduating with honors and will be attending Savannah College of Art and Design 
(SCAD) with plans to major in Art Animation. 
  
Samantha Timmerman will be attending The University of South Carolina with plans to major in 
Political Science and then attend Law School.  Samantha is graduating with honors and has been 
selected to be part of the Carolina Band - The University of South Carolina Marching Band. 
  
Kara Yandle will be attending Lander University.  Kara has not decided on her major at this time but 
will be playing soccer for Lander.  Go Bearcats! 
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College Graduates 
  

Brandon Davis graduated from The Citadel with a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science.  He is 
currently looking for a job. 
  
Madison Gies graduated from The College of Charleston (Magna Cum Laude) with a Bachelor of 
Science in Special Education (ED/LD) and a minor in Medical Humanities.  Starting mid-May, she will 
begin her Doctorate of Occupational Therapy at MUSC. 
  
Carson King graduated from Clemson University (Magna Cum Laude) with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Anthropology and a double minor in Tourism and History.  She is planning to take a gap year and 
travel as much as she can before she has to go to work! 
  
Andrew Lyon graduated from The University of South Carolina with a Bachelor of Science in Exercise 
Science.  He is finalizing his plans for his next stop for a Master's Degree in Kinesiology. 
  
Parker McInnis graduated from Clemson University with a Bachelor of Arts in English with an 
emphasis in Writing and Publication and minors in Athletic Leadership and Communication. 
  
Heather Paeth graduated from The College of Charleston with a Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry. 
She is taking a gap year hoping to get into a biomedical sciences PhD program next year.  Currently she 
is working with Charleston County EMS and in the labs at MUSC. 
  
Kyle Rouillard graduated from Midland's Tech with an Associate's Degree in Applied Science in 
Building Construction Technology.  He is currently working with Powell Electric and pursuing his 
journeyman and contractor licenses. 
  

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God in memory of Chris Addy and in honor of  

St. Stephen’s Youth by Christie and Heyward Addy. 
 
 
 
The Church Staff       Crisis Care Line: 808-6471           Website: www.sslc.org 
The Rev. Dr. Patrick W. Riddle    The Rev. Jason T. Antley 
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life  Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director 
Mr. Tyler Meade, Organist     Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director 
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator  Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton 
Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian     Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus 

The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation 
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