
Speaking Truth to Power 

1Kings 22:15-23, 26-28 

In pop culture: speaking truth to power is a non-violent political tactic, employed by 

dissidents against the received wisdom or propaganda of governments they regard as 

oppressive, authoritarian or ideocratic.  Historically: this phrase originated with the Quakers in 

a 1955 pamphlet (Speak Truth to Power: A Quaker Search for an Alternative to Violence) 

promoting pacifism, in the belief that love can overcome hatred. It has come to mean, 

"Speaking out to those in authority" and is now used in politics and human rights activism. 

Whatever the case, it takes courage and inner strength to speak out when everyone and 

everything around you is going after the popular outcome instead of heeding the words of 

wisdom. 

The Old Testament narratives, 1 & 2Kings included, were passed down with the 

intention of revealing truth about the relationship between God and his people.  These books 

(stories) were read by the Babylonian exiles, who had many deep and painful questions 

regarding the benefits of being chosen by God.  Jerusalem’s destruction and the exile of its 

people raised questions about God’s sovereignty and love. 

First Kings 22 opens by describing a conversation between two kings: Ahab of northern 

Israel (reigned 874—853 BC) and Jehoshaphat of southern Judah (reigned 873—849 BC).  

Before launching a joint military initiative, Ahab decided to consult his prophets to learn 

whether God would give him victory (1Kings 22:10).  Consulting God (or false gods) before 

battle was customary. 

Ahab followed this practice, but he sought divine guidance from about 400 false 

prophets.  These men were charged with discerning God’s will while having no access to him!  

A favorable report, delivered from a unified front, would certainly convince the two kings of 

the veracity of their message! 

Jehoshaphat realized that Ahab had a history of employing “yes men” so he asked Ahab 

if he would be willing to hear a prophet highly recommended and with the ability to hear from 

God.  Let us follow the story and see what these passages say to us about God and his people. 

I. A Sarcastic Prophecy (1Kings 22:15-16) 

A. Leading Question (v.15) 

1. Ahab despised Micaiah because of a series of negative reports that the 

prophet had made against the king. (see v.8) 

2. Micaiah surprised the king, Ahab, by telling him exactly what he wanted to 

hear and what the other prophets had already told him. (v.15) 

B. Frustrated Response (v.16) 



1. King Ahab interpreted Micaiah’s affirming response as a deliberate lie. 

(v.16a) 

2. The king ironically demanded that Micaiah fulfill his prophetic duty and 

relay God’s word (Deut.18:18). He was not interested in God’s will (v.16b) 

II. A Sincere Prophecy (1Kings 22:17-23) 

A. God’s Truth Part 1 (v.17) 

1. The real prophecy was revealed that Israel would be scattered like sheep 

(v.17a) 

2. Once they realized they had no shepherd they would ultimately run home 

(17b) 

B. King’s Irritation (v.18) 

1. Ahab’s response suggests that he never intended on accepting Micaiah said 

concerning the Lord’s will (v.18a) 

2. The non-reaction of Jehoshaphat is equally disturbing; he failed to advise 

Ahab, seeing that he had made an effort to get rid of the idols in Judah. 

(v.18b) 

C. God’s Truth, Part 2 (vv.19-23) 

1. Micaiah continues to speak with a very familiar formula that announces the 

word of the Lord followed by the truth the Lord declares…(v.19) 

2. This verse make it clear as to the fate of Ahab, Ironically God has many in 

his court who come up with various ideas as opposed to the unison of Ahab 

(v.20) 

3. Micaiah’s story continues with a spirit coming forward to volunteer to 

entice Ahab into battle and culminating in his death. (v.21) 

4. The spirits reply is to be a deceiving spirit in the mouth of Ahab’s prophets 

(confirmation bias—the false belief of choosing evidence that only confirms 

what you want to believe) (v.22) 

5. Micaiah presented Ahab with a message of judgment but left room for 

repentance (v.23) 

III. A Sure Prophecy (1Kings 22:26-28) 

A. King’s Fury (vv.26-27) 

1. Ahab’s response was anything but one of repentance. He has Micaiah 

arrested (v.26) 

2. The prophet was to remain in his cell with meager rations (bread and water 

only) until the king returned from battle (v.27) 

B. Prophet’s Promise (v.28) 

1. The question of whether Micaiah spoke the truth would be determined on 

the battlefield. (v.28a) 



2. Ahab dies but the prophet’s final disposition is not known from scripture 

(v.28b) 

Conclusion 

Today’s passage illustrates the timeless struggle to relate to the truth properly.  The 

individuals in today’s lesson provide us with three stances that people exposed to God’s truth 

can take.  

King Ahab reminds us of what it is like to find ourselves willfully in rebellion to the truth, 

we see shades of Ahab within our own spirits.  When we find ourselves in this precarious state 

and are then admonished by concerned friends, we should realize that this is a form of God’s 

mercy. 

In Jehoshaphat, we have a case study of a person who desired to please God but lacked 

consistent, faithful follow-through. 

And finally, the prophet, Micaiah, was bound by the simple adage that he was only to 

preach the word that God gave him and not add or subtract from that word (Deut.4:2).  We 

see Micaiah’s ability to think and speak independently in the face of a hostile crowd of 400 

false prophets, two powerful leaders, and a prevailing climate of wickedness.  The prophet’s 

outspokenness reminds us that speaking truth can result in very negative consequences. 

Micaiah was aware of this, but was still obedient to God. 

 

 


