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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church. As you prepare for               
worship, please silence your cell phone and complete the 
connection card in your bulletin. Place it in the offering plate at 
the side entrance to the sanctuary or in the offering plate on the 
counter near the entrance to the church building as you leave.   
 

INTRODUCTION 
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is 
the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in 
each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel 
and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living 
and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine 
brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent 
out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 

“Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord.” 
–Psalm 22:30 Who first told you the good news about Jesus? 
Chances are it was a beloved elder, either a family member or pillar of 
the church. We receive the wisdom of our ancestors, and then we take 
on the mantle of responsibility and good stewardship to pass that good 
news along to future generations.  
 

In order to keep us all safe for the time being there will be                     
no singing of the liturgy or the hymns because the spread                       

of the virus is greatly increased by singing. 
 

GATHERING 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  “Draw Us to You”                                                - Burkhardt 
 
Please kneel or sit 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your 
Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and 
grown into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
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Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot 
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen.   
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Please stand 
 
GATHERING HYMN  “We Know That Christ Is Raised”          ELW 449  
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 
and our despair he turned to blazing joy. 
Hallelujah! 
 

We share by water in his saving death. 
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life, 
as living members of our Savior Christ. 
Hallelujah! 
 

The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life. 
The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God. 
Baptized, we live with God the Three in One. 
Hallelujah! 
 

A new creation comes to life and grows 
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 
The universe restored and whole will sing: 
Hallelujah! 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE                                                                     Read Responsively 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen, amen. 
 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “This is the Feast”                    Read Responsively 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to 
be people of God. Power and riches, wisdom and strength, and honor 
and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb 
forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we 
cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear 
the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated 

 
 

 
 
 



5  

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                                Acts 8:26-40  
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is 
returning to his African home after having been to Jerusalem to 
worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. 
Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 
 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south 
to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a 
wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem 
to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 

29
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to 

this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading 
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And 
he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the 
scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the 
slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not 
open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip 
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him 
the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What 
is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to 
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  22:25-31                 READ RESPONSIVELY 
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord. 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the Lord  
      give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
28For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
  who rules over the nations.  
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29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who  
      go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the  
      Lord. 
30Their descendants shall serve the Lord, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”  
 
SECOND READING                                                         1 John 4:7-21 
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say 
we love God, whom we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, 
whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love 
toward others because the essence of God is love. 
 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love 
does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among 
us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might 
live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know that we 
abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And 
we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is 
the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and 
believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide 
in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear 
in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 
19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” 
and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 
have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those 
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in 
me and I in them bear much fruit. Alleluia. (John 15:5) 
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
GOSPEL                                      John 15:1-8  
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the 
relationship they would have with him. Those who abide in his word 
and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they can do nothing. 
 
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that 
bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I 
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the 
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does 
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 
fruit and become my disciples.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated 
 
SERMON 
 
Please stand 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song”   ELW 403  
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

Like the murmur of the dove's song, like the challenge of her  
flight, like the vigor of the wind's rush, like the  
new flame's eager might: come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 

To the members of Christ's body, to the branches of the  
vine, to the church in faith assembled, to our  
midst as gift and sign: come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 

With the healing of division, with the ceaseless voice of  
prayer, with the power to love and witness, with the  
peace beyond compare: come, Holy Spirit, come. 
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NICENE CREED    
We believe in one God,  
     the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
     the only Son of God, 
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     of one Being with the Father. 
     Through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven; 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  
     dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
     He has spoken through the prophets. 
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast 
love. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides 
in you. Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church 
on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the 
beauty of creation, may we seek vital connections among all that de-
pends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth 
assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with 
love for those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need 
of your love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Pro-
vide for the needs of all (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit (especially 
with Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria and those we name before you). 
With them, may our hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

(Everyone is to remain in their pew for the passing of the peace.  
To share the peace with someone sitting near you, share a slight bow, 

wave, or cross your arms with hands touching the opposite arm,  
a gesture of embrace.) 

 
Please be seated 

 
OFFERTORY  
 

(Everyone is seated. No offering will be received.) 

 
MEAL 

 
Please stand 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in 
service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 
Christ. 
Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE - EASTER 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for 
the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal 
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has                      
destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 
with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the                              
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:  
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 
power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who come in the  
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and 
eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven 
and earth are full of your glory.  
 
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the 
promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, 
the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of 
your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was 
obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat 
this is my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we pro-
claim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
 
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our 
Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we 
await his coming in power to share with us the great and promised 
feast. 
Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 
 
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s 
body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our      
inheritance with all your saints in light. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every 
place and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high 
priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty 
Father, now and forever. 
Amen.   
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THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 
Please be seated 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Pastor Carnes will distribute com-
munion in one kind, the body of Christ in a gluten free wafer in the 
pews. She is masked and will briefly stand in between the empty pews 
to place a wafer in your hands with tongs. You may kneel or stand. As 
she passes you, then you may drop your mask to consume the wafer. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN  “Come My Way, My Truth, My Life”      ELW 816  
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

Come, my way, my truth, my life: such a  
way as gives us breath; such a truth as ends all  
strife; such a life as killeth death. 
 
Come, my light, my feast, my strength: such a  
light as shows a feast; such a feast as mends in  
length; such a strength as makes his guest. 
 
Come, my joy, my love, my heart: such a  
joy as none can move; such a love as none can  
part; such a heart as joys in love. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”  ELW 452  
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

Awake, O sleeper, rise from death, and Christ shall give you light; 
so learn his love, its length and breadth, its fullness, depth, and height. 
 

To us on earth he came to bring from sin and fear release, 
to give the Spirit's unity, the very bond of peace. 
 

There is one body and one hope, one Spirit and one call, 
one Lord, one faith, and one baptism, one God who made us all. 
 

Then walk in love as Christ has loved, who died that he might save; 
with kind and gentle hearts forgive as God in Christ forgave. 
 

For us Christ lived, for us he died, and conquered in the strife. 
Awake, arise, go forth in faith, and Christ shall give you life. 
 
Please stand 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us 
forth in the power of you Sprit, that we may proclaim your redeeming 
love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and            
forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”           ELW 389  
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not be singing.                        
Please read the words as she plays. Even in our silence the               

meaning of the hymn will be present to us. 
 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. The cross stands  
empty to the sky. Let streets and homes with  
praises ring. Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 

Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant  
years in Palestine, but saving, healing,  
here and now, and touching ev’ry place and time. 
 

In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, where color,  
scorn, or wealth divide, Christ suffers still, yet  
loves the more, and lives, where even hope has died. 
 

Women and men, in age and youth, can feel the  
Spirit, hear the call, and find the way,  
the life, the truth, revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to  
this and every age, till earth and sky and  
ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
 
Please be seated 

 
POSTLUDE  “For the Strength of the Hill”                              - Stephens 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373 
Sunday, May 2, 2021 
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God 
against those who taught otherwise, Athanasius was an influential 
church leader around the time of the Council of Nicea. He was ban-
ished from Alexandria five times for his forthright views. 
 
 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permis-
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States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common 
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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