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In Person Worship
Saturday:
• 4:30pm 30-minute Worship Service: Hear an inspiring 

message of faith and hope at this 30 minute service in 
the Sanctuary.

Sunday:
• 8:30am Worship w/ Weekly Holy Communion: This 

classic service includes Holy Communion served every 
week.  

• 9:45am Classic: Steeped in the warm-hearted  
Methodist	tradition	featuring	choral	and	organ	music.	

• 11:00am Modern: Fast-paced and featuring our praise 
band.  

• 6:00pm 30-minute Worship Service: Hear an inspiring 
message of faith and hope at this 30 minute service in 
the Chapel.

Livestream Worship
Website & Facebook:
Watch our worship online at epworth.com/live or on our 
facebook page at  
facebook.com/epworthtoledo:
• Sunday at 8:30am: LIVE! 
• Sunday at 9:45am: Rebroadcast of 8:30am worship 

service
Television Broadcasts:
• Sunday at 11:30am - WTOL-CBS Channel 11 -  

televised broadcast of last weeks’ worship.
• Sunday at 8:30pm - WLMB -Toledo’s religious indepen-

dent	TV	station	-	televised	broadcast	of	last	weeks’	
worship. [Dish channel 40, Local channel 6.]

Archive Sermons
If you missed the message live, all of our previous 
sermons are available at any time and on the go!
• Podcasts: We stream our previous sermons on apple, 

spotify,	and	google	podcasts.	Visit	 
epworth.com/podcast for links.

• Website: Access any of our previously streamed  
sermons 24/7 at epworth.com/sermons.
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Sympathies ..................  recent deaths

•	 THE OLZAK/ROESTI FAMILY on the passing 
of Jason Heath.

•	 THE BRUNNER FAMILY on the passing of 
Ellie Brunner.

• THE WHITE/GAYLORD/SEAMAN FAMILIES 
on the passing of Evelyn White.

•	 THE THOMPSON/RICHTER FAMILY on the 
passing of Tyler Thompson.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

If you’d like a thank you printed in the next 
Tower,  send your note in an e-mail to 
communications@epworth.com.

THANKS!
Dear Epworth Family,
I am so grateful for all of your contributions to the recent 
Book Drive for my Eagle Project. With your help, we were 
able to collect 442 books over one week. This will be a great 
addition to the Little Free Library at Sylvania Area Family 
Services when it is installed this summer. Thank you so 
much for all of your support!
Tressel Holton

NEW & IMPROVED FACE MASKS
We have a new and improved version of the Epworth 
UMC face masks! These masks are royal blue with a white 
Epworth logo on the left-hand side. They’re a soft 2-ply 
cotton/polyester blend with an adjustable nosepiece and 
adjustable ear loops! It’s a cool comfort, breathable, 
moisture wicking fabric that can be washed and reused. 
Please stop by the church office or call 419.531.4236 to 
purchase one for $10! 

Moms have been working even harder than usual during the COVID-19 pandemic – many taking on the role 
of teacher in addition to mom, chef, maid, chauffeur, and all of life’s other regular duties– and this is a way to 
spoil her with a $500 visa gift card. You may submit a photo of any special woman in your life since we know 
you don’t have to be biologically related to be a mom or to have that role in someone’s life. Visit our website 

epworth.com/momandme to submit your cutest mother/child photos by May 9 to win the Mother’s Day 
Giveaway, which is sponsored by Epworth UMC!

PHOTO 
CONTEST

THE BLADE 
READERS’ CHOICE 
VIRTUAL AWARDS 
EVENT 
Tune into The Blade’s
Facebook page 
@thetoledoblade at 10am 
on Sunday, May 16 to 
watch! 



4

PASTORAL LETTER & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Hello dear friends,

Welcome to May and the promise of a beautiful Spring and warm Summer! May we all find op-
portunities to accentuate the positive aspects of our lives in the midst of the chaos in the world 
around us. I know it is tempting to feel discouraged and hopeless when we are bombarded with 
non-stop news cycles reporting back-to-back shootings, violence and discrimination, and the 
challenges to the world economy amid a global pandemic.  

So… what do we do? It’s tempting to search for an escape route. But God instructs us to do 
something much more productive and powerful: stay strong and stay on course. The Bible is full 
of stories of people who faced great obstacles, problems of every kind, and yet prevailed anyway.  
They relied on God and their connectedness to Him to find strength and hope in the midst of life’s 

circumstances. They did it then... we can do the same thing now.

Here are a few helpful tips as we navigate daily life:
1. Stay centered on the promises of the Bible.  God’s Word is an instructor's manual for overcoming in life.
2. Stay compassionate and close to the people in your life.  Isolation is never healthy and often leads to negative results.
3. Stay consistent in your walk with God through regular attendance in Worship, Bible studies, and prayer groups.
4. Stay constructive, helpful, and hopeful in creating a better world around you.  Honey, not vinegar, will produce the results 

you are seeking.
5. Stay confident that God has a plan and purpose for your life even in the midst of uncertainty.

If our community, nation, and world ever needed Christianity it is now. We have the awesome opportunity and responsibility 
to represent the King of Kings, Prince of Peace, and Author of eternal life at a time in history where people are searching more 
than ever. It is our turn to take our place in the long line of faithful Saints through the centuries who made an indelible impact 
for Christ. May God Bless you and those you love as we participate in this adventure in Believing.

Your friend and partner in mission and ministry,

Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher
Senior Pastor

SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP 
We know that life gets busy! This is especially true as the world opens back up and our lives start to fill up with activities. Keep-
ing that in mind, we are happy to offer 5 worship opportunities each weekend to accommodate diverse schedules! 

As you plan your weeks this spring and summer, keep our *NEW* Sunday 6pm worship service in mind. This 30-minute service 
is meant for those of us on-the-go, who would still appreciate the experience of in-person, intimate worship each week. Tell 
your friends and family who may be interested in these alternative worship times. See you there!

APPLY FOR A STUDENT LOAN!
Each year, Epworth offers loans to students in any post-high school program. After the application is received and an interview 
and review by the committee is complete, loans are approved up to $1,000 per year and sent to the school in the student’s 
name. Students may receive up to $4,000 total during their schooling. Payments do not begin until seven months after gradu-
ation. If payments are made on time, there is no interest charged. To print the application or for more information, please visit 
epworth.com/studentloans or contact Ashly Gramling at ashly@epworth.com or call 419.214.3770. Applications are due by 
June 30.

@epworthtoledo
epworth.com

stay connected to 
epworth umc:
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GROW

REGIONAL
RACE & Reconciliation

At this	challenging	time	in	race	relations	within	our	country,	this	event	will	offer	an	opportunity	
for	a	moment	of	blessing,	healing,	and	understanding.	Join	us	for	a	Regional	Race	and	

Reconciliation	Event	featuring	the	Keynote	Speaker,	Sen.	Kenny	Yuko	(D-Cleveland)	the	Minority	
Leader	of	the	Ohio	State	Senate.	Others	involved	in	the	panel	discussion	will	be	Dr.	Swisher,	

Dr.	Kalaba	Chali,	Rev.	Donetta	Peaks	and	Dr.	Andrew	Sung	Park.		

Admission	is	FREE	so	invite	your	friends,	family,	and	neighbors	to	join	us	in	the	Sanctuary	on	May	
15	at	4:30pm.	For	more	information	on	each	participant,	please	visit	

epworth.com/raceandreconciliation.	[This	event	is	in	place	of	Saturday	4:30pm	worship	that	day.]

UPCOMING WEDNESDAY OASIS OPPORTUNITIES
• “Get Out Of Your Head” |  Beginning May 19  |  Led By Dr. Swisher 

Have you ever said, “I’m just over thinking things” or “I’ve got to get out of my head on this” 
or “Why can’t I stop thinking about….”  If so, Dr. Swisher’s newest Wednesday Oasis offering 
is perfect for you, based on the New York Times Best-Selling Book “Get Out Of Your Head” 
by Jennie Allen. In this 6 week study, participants will be encouraged to exercise their 
God-given ability to shift negative thinking patterns and take back control of their thoughts 
and emotions. We all have the choice of how we approach the circumstances of life. This 
opportunity will offer a fresh approach to maximizing each day through connection with 
and commitment to God.  Begin the process of healthy thinking and positive living! Please 
RSVP to marla@epworth.com. 

• “Painting the Psalms”  |  Beginning June 16  |  Led by Pastor Beth 
Spend time in the word of God and relax with art during “Painting the Psalms” facilitated by Rev. Beth Irwin. The class 
begins with entering in to a psalm for prayer and contemplation, followed by time to paint as the Holy Spirit moves you. 
Artistic training is not required. Just come, relax, and hang out with new friends. All supplies will be provided – acrylic 
paint, brushes, and canvas – but if you have brushes of your own that you would like to bring, please do. There is a $10 fee 
to offset the cost of supplies. Advanced registration is required to determine the size of the room and the amount of sup-
plies needed. Please RSVP by Sunday, June 6 to cindy@epworth.com or sign up on the connection card.

PENTECOST SUNDAY GUEST PREACHER: BISHOP SWANSON
Join us on Pentecost Sunday, May 23! Bishop Swanson is the Resident Bishop of the Mississippi Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church, with 1,030 Churches within the bounds of his Conference. 
Bishop Swanson’s contagious spirit of hospitality, a determination to excel at being “the you” God cre-
ated each person to be and spirited preaching has helped bring life, laughter and light to congregations 
throughout the United Methodist Connection. He is a sought after preacher, workshop leader and lectur-
er.  Bishop Swanson is married to Delphine Yvonne Ramsey Swanson and they are the parents of 6 adult 
children and 15 grandchildren.
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GROW
GOLF OUTING

Good Samaritan Fund
Join us for some great fun and fellowship, and meet new people. You will be supporting a worth-
while cause, Epworth’s Community Good Samaritan Fund. This fund raiser helps people in our 
community make ends meet when they are experiencing financial difficulties. Plan on Saturday, 
September 25 at the Giant Oak Golf Club, Temperance MI for this golf outing event.  

The outing format is four person teams scramble, any combination, and most certainly golf expe-
rience is NOT necessary.  The cost is only $85/person, or $340/team.  It includes 18 holes golf with a cart, hot dog lunch at the 
turn, and a sirloin steak dinner banquet after the golf.

There will be various fund-raising games on the course during the event, along with prizes and opportunities to give back for 
a great cause at the banquet. Contact Joe at jlatorre2@frontier.com, or Chuck Campos, chuck@epworth.com for more informa-
tion regarding registration forms, hole sponsorships, and prizes donations. Come play golf, have a good time, and meet fellow 
church members and non-members.  See you at the course!

EMMAUS COMMUNITY GATHERING
Save the date: Saturday, June 12!
All Emmaus community members are invited to join us out-
side at Epworth UMC at 6pm for Dinner (Deet's BBQ Food 
Truck) and 7pm Worship. Bring lawn/camping chairs to set 
up in the parking lot, $$ for food truck, your own drink (or 
purchase at food truck). Due to COVID, childcare will not be 
available. If inclement weather, event will be moved inside 
to the gym and Sanctuary. 

Please keep in mind, we will be following the Epworth 
COVID protocols, visit Epworth.com/safetyprotocols to view 
those. Check out Deets BBQ Food Truck menu and learn 
more about Emmaus at nwoemmaus.com! 

WE LOVE OUR PRESCHOOL 
Thank	you	so	much	
for all of the extra 
work	in	making	the	

2020-21 school 
year	possible	for	all	
of	the	families.	We	
are	so	grateful	to	

have	a	safe	learning	environment	for	our	
children.	We	appreciate	your	flexibility	
in	accommodating	everyone	and	having	
a	place	where	children	can	come	and	
learn	and	be	ready	for	kindergarten.

Kind	regards,
The Rhoades Family

HAWKINS STEMM ACADEMY 
PARTNERSHIP
Hawkins	staff	members	will	receive	a	
special	gift	from	the	Epworth-Hawkins	
Partnership	this	month	for	the	final	
staff	appreciation	day	of	the	2020-21	
school	year.	“We	are	honoring	STEMM	
programs,	the	Hawkins	garden,	and	the	
growth	that	took	place	in	this	difficult	
year,”	said	leadership	team	member	

Cindi	Bishop,	“	by	giving	all	60	Hawkins	staff	members	live	
spring	plants	in	decorative	pots,	accompanied	by	a	note	
expressing	appreciation	for	their	work.	“	The	Partnership	
recognized	the	contributions	of	the	staff	at	monthly	staff	
appreciation	days	throughout	the	school	year,	and,	accord-
ing	to	Cindi,	“We	wanted	to	make	the	last	one	really	special.”

SERVICE OF HEALING & WHOLENESS 
Our next service of healing 
and wholeness takes place on 
May 10 at 7pm in the Chapel. 
If you are looking for a quiet, 
reflective service to bring 
peace and stillness in times 
of turmoil, please join us for 
prayer, scripture, and music. 

Because many of our healing service attendees have com-
promised immune systems, masks will be mandatory at 
this service. Appropriate socially-distanced seating will be 
arranged in the chapel. All are invited. 
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GROW: KIDS & FAMILIES
EPWORTH KIDS: MAY
Elementary: 

This month, we 
continue gath-
ering through 
our weekly 
virtual Large 
Group Sundays 
at 10am on 
the children’s 
facebook page, 

facebook.com/Epworthkids and digital devo-
tional materials at epworth.com/kidsathome. 
Epworth’s Elementary kids will explore the life 
app Commitment. We define Commitment as—
Making a plan and putting it into practice. 

To run the race of life, you need to train and grow 
stronger every day. You can show commitment 
by making a plan and putting it into practice. We 
want your kids to know that the same is true of 
their relationship with Christ – it takes commit-
ment!  To help learn about Commitment, the kids 
will work to memorize this month’s memory 
verse: “Training the body has some value. But 
being godly has value in every way. It promises 
help for the life you are now living and the life to 
come.” (1 Timothy 4:8) Our prayer is that your 
kids will decide to make a commitment to a full 
life in Christ. 

Preschool & Toddler: 
This month, 
we will contin-
ue gathering 
through our 
weekly  virtual 
Large Group 
Sundays at 
11am on the 
children’s 

facebook page, facebook.com/Epworthkids  and 
digital devotional materials at 
epworth.com/kidsathome. Epworth’s Preschool 
and Toddler kids will explore the Biblical truth: 
God’s way is perfect! 

This hands-on, action packed large group/small 
group time will help your children discover 
that when they are faced with one of life’s many 
decisions, following God’s way is always the right 
choice! During their Bible story time, they will 
work on memorizing this month’s Bible Memory 
Verse: “God’s way is perfect.” (2 Samuel 22:31)  It 
is our prayer that when faced with tough deci-
sions throughout their life, your little one will 
remember to follow God’s path!   

FOURTH FRIDAY FLIX: 
DRIVE-IN	MOVIE	NIGHTS	AT	EPWORTH
May’s Feature: 'Home'
Epworth is excited to bring back our 
Free Drive-In movie nights begin-
ning in May! Mark your calendars, 
invite your friends and neighbors 
and come out to enjoy a monthly 
movie under the stars all summer 
long! 

Our May feature, Home by DreamWorks, is a beautifully animated 
story of friendship, forgiveness, compassion, and hope! When a lovable 
misfit from another planet lands on Earth, he forms an unlikely friend-
ship with a girl named Tip, who is on a quest of her own. Together they 
embark on an incredible journey and discover the true meaning of the 
word HOME.

Families may watch from the comfort of their car or bring lawn chairs 
just like a real drive in! Bring your own snacks - there will not be con-
cessions.  Bring masks just in case you need to use restroom facilities. 

Admission is Free but we are accepting donations of peanut butter, 
jelly, canned meats, rice/noodle side dishes, and canned soups for 
Sylvania Area Family Services which is a local agency that serves at 
risk families. 

For all the details including monthly movie times, future movie 
titles, etc. head to epworth.com/fridaynightflix, or contact Mary at 
419.214.3776, or mary@epworth.com.

ROCKY RAILWAY BIBLE CAMP
Climb aboard for mountains of fun at 
Rocky Railway! On this faith-filled adven-
ture, kids discover that trusting Jesus pulls 
them through life’s ups and downs! We 
are shifting our Rocky Railway camp to an 
"At-Home" experience for 2021 offering a 
mixture of at home family experiences, on-
line fun, and small group interactions.

Our five-week at home Bible experience kicks off Monday, June 14 
and runs through Friday, July 16. This will allow families the flexibility 
to explore at their own pace - similar to a summer reading program 
offered by many libraries.  Families will use take home kits full of easy 
to follow, hands-on materials to explore together. 

Registration is open now and you can sign up your children to partic-
ipate or sign up to help at epworth.com/biblecamp . We ask that you 
register by May 30. 

For more information visit epworth.com/biblecamp, contact Mary at 
419.214.3776, or email us at biblecamp@epworth.com.
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GROW: KIDS/YOUTH/FAMILIES

June 13-June 15 Epworth Kids age 6 through those com-
pleting 5th grade are invited to attend “Explorer Camp” at 
camp Widewater. Due to a previous generous gift from the 
Epworth Legacy Endowment Fund, Epworth’s Kids are able 
to attend Explorer Camp at ½ the regular $200 rate. Pick up 
your information packets and forms at the Children’s Lobby 
counter and be sure to register your children by the May 23 
deadline. Space at camp is limited – so don’t delay! 

Explorer Camp is a favorite for first-timers and return 
campers alike! Come for three days (2 nights) of fun on 
the pond, at the archery range, on a wagon ride, in a mud 
pit, around the campfire, and so much more. Explore with 
friends how God’s love unites us all. Campers will stay in 
air-conditioned lodges. In addition, Epworth’s own Pastor 
Dave Pettengill will be the resident pastor at camp during 
this experience! 

Epworth’s Legacy Endowment Fund and the Children’s 
Team do not want cost alone to prohibit any child from 
attending camp, so if your family is in need of additional 
scholarship money, please see Mary Roesti. All requests will 
be strictly confidential between you and Mary.

S.W.A.T. STUDENTS WITH A TASK
The Youth Ministry for Grades 6-12

SUMMER MISSION TRIP
Saturday, July 10-Friday, July 16
Parkersburg,	WV		|		We	invite	teens	current-
ly	in	grades	6-12	to	join	us	for	our	summer	
mission	trip	to	WV.		Please	make	sure	to	pick	
up	an	informational	packet	on	the	bulletin	
board	outside	of	the	Deep	End.		$75	Depos-
its	are	due	by	Sunday,	May	9	to	reserve	your	
spot!	If	you	have	questions,	please	contact	
Pastor	Dave	at	dave@epworth.com.	You	can	
also	print	the	forms	from	our	website	at	
epworth.com/swatmissiontrip.

YOUTH SUNDAY
Join	us	on	Sunday,	May	16	where	our	youth	
will	be	leading	in	various	aspects	of	our	3	
worship	services	that	day.

YOUTH GAME NIGHT
Teens	in	grades	6-12	are	invited	to	join	us	on	
Sunday,	May	16	from	6:30-8pm	for	a	night	of	
Rocket	Tag	and	Grog.		

No regularly scheduled Sunday Night 
Splash in May due to the spring retreat, 

Mothers day, youth game night, and 
Memorial Day Weekend.

STAY CONNECTED TO S.W.A.T. 
Receive the parent/youth weekly email, send Pastor Dave an 
email at dave@epworth.com. Or follow us on social media 
at:  Facebook at facebook.com/epworthswat & Instagram at 
instagram.com/epworth_swat.

GRADUATION SUNDAY 
On Sunday, June 13, we will 
be recognizing our 2021 high 
school and college graduates. 
If you are graduating this year, 
please give the following 
information to Pastor Dave at 
dave@epworth.com by May 30: 

• A picture of you (largest photo size possible, 
please!)

• What High School/College you are graduating from 
• College grads - your degree 
• Future plans (more school, job, internship, etc.)
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CARE
PERSONAL FINANCIAL 
COACHING MINISTRY
Do you know someone who is struggling 
with finances? A young couple? A sin-
gle-parent family? A recently unemployed 
friend? Please encourage them to take ad-
vantage of our Financial Coaching Ministry.  
 
Financial coaching includes personal con-
sultations in which we review your specific 
situation, provide guidance, and inject 
hope.  We cover topics including budgeting, 
income, expenses, debt, saving, investing, 
insurance, real estate, giving, and more. 
Whatever situation you are facing, we 
discuss it, break it down, and offer specific 
guidance.
 
If you or someone you know is going 
through a difficult situation because of the 
current health and economic crises, now is 
a perfect time to seek help.  
 
Church and choir member, Brad Pfeifer, 
completed extensive training presented by 
Dave Ramsey’s team (the same organiza-
tion that created Financial Peace University, 
which is also offered at our church) and is a 
Ramsey Solutions Master Financial Coach.  
He will meet with you virtually (Zoom), 
over the phone, or in person. Scheduling an 
initial 30-minute consultation is easy: 
• Visit and “like” Brad’s Facebook page at 

facebook.com/brad.financial.coach.
• Click the “Book Now” button to select 

an available time slot.
• From the scheduling site, select “Initial 

Consultation.”
  
Brad’s email address is  
brad.financial.coach@gmail.com. Feel free 
to contact him with any questions.

WELLNESS TEAM ARTICLE: CATARACTS
May is National Vision Month! In recognition let’s discuss a common age-re-
lated eye condition – cataracts. A cataract is a cloudy area in the lens of your 
eye. Cataracts are very common as you get older. In fact, more than half of all 
Americans age 80 or older either have cataracts or have had surgery to get 
rid of cataracts. 

At first, you may not notice that you have a cataract. But as cataracts grow, 
they can cause changes in your vision. For example, you may notice that:
• Your vision is cloudy or blurry
• Colors look faded
• You can’t see well at night
• Lamps, sunlight, or headlights seem too bright
• You see a halo around lights
• You see double (this sometimes goes away as the cataract gets bigger)
• You have to change the prescription for your glasses often

These symptoms can be a sign of other eye problems, too. Be sure to talk to 
your eye doctor if your have any of these problems. Over time cataracts can 
lead to vision loss.
• You can take steps to protect your eyes and delay cataracts.  
• Wear sunglasses and a hat with a brim to block the sun
• Quit smoking
• Eat healthy.
• Get a dilated eye exam at least once every 2 years if you are age 60 or older

Early on, you may be able to make small changes to manage your cataracts.
• Use brighter lights at home or work
• Wear anti-glare sunglasses
• Use magnifying lenses for reading and other activities
• You may need to get a new prescription for or eyeglasses or contacts 

more frequently

Your doctor might suggest surgery if your cataracts start getting in the way 
of everyday activities like reading, driving, or watching TV. During cataract 
surgery, the doctor removes the clouded lens and replaces it with a new, 
artificial lens. This surgery is very safe, and 9 out of 10 people who get it can 
see better afterwards.

Talk about your options with your doctor. Most people don’t need to rush 
into surgery. Waiting to have surgery usually won’t harm your eyes or make 
surgery more difficulty later. 
www.nei.nih.gov/learn about-eye health/eye-conditions-and-diseases/cataracts

EVEN	DURING	COVID-19	STEPHEN	MINISTERS	ARE	HERE	FOR	YOU	!! 
Because	the	COVID-19	pandemic	requires	social	distancing,	normal	channels	for	us	to	care	for	one	anoth-
er	have	been	restricted.	Even	so,	many	of	the	needs	for	care	are	the	same.		Stephen	Ministers	at	Epworth	
are	well	equipped	to	meet	those	needs	for	Christ-centered	care	for	they	are	God’s	people	who	are	ready	
to	listen	to	you	and	love	you.		At	this	time	the	one-to-one	care	will	be	by	telephone	or	video	conferencing,	
but	will	never	the	less	provide	the	support	each	person	needs	to	get	through	these	troubling	times.		

If	you	or	someone	you	know	is	hurting	during	this	stay-at-home-don’t-meet-in-person	time	please	con-
tact	us	at	stephenministry@epworth.com.	Our	Stephen	Leaders	will	call	to	discuss	the	possibility	of	

assigning	a	Stephen	Minister	to	provide	one-to-one	Christian	care.
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SERVE

VOLUNTEER	FOR	V-PROJECT
V-Project is a coordinated ef-
fort to inform our community 
on the value of getting vacci-
nated and they are launching 
an out-bound call center. 
They are looking for volun-
teers to man the call center 
for a few hours – no experi-
ence necessary. You will be 
provided with information 

of the vaccination process and how to schedule vaccines. 
Any medical questions will be referred to the health dept or 
a primary care physician. For additional information or to 
sign up visit vproject.org/volunteer!

ST. PAUL’S LUNCHES
Epworth members and friends provide the first Saturday 
lunches for St. Paul’s Community Center. We have many 
months open (all but September) so your help is appreciat-
ed! Currently we are still dropping lunches off at St. Paul’s 
and they will serve. Plan for about 35 people. Contact Tami 
at tanorris2001@yahoo.com to sign up.

SERVE ON THE 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS TEAM!

Here	is	a	way	to	serve	that	takes	only	15-30	
minutes	of	your	time.		The	First	Impressions	
team	is	trying	to	make	sure	our	first	time	

visitors	are	greeted	with	a	warm	welcome	and	
gifted	with	a	coffee/tea	mug.		Please	consider	
staying	after	the	service	of	your	choice	to	help	
at	the	kiosk	in	the	lobby.		The	job	is	easy	and	
you	will	be	provided	with	instructions.		You	

can	even	stop	by	the	kiosk	at	your	
convenience	first	to	learn	more	or	contact	
Shelly	Savory	at	ssavory19@gmail.com for 

more	information	or	to	sign	up.

SCOUTING UPDATE
Pack 149
May 1 is Pinewood Derby for 
our pack. While it still is not 
back to exactly the same as 
in past years, it is great to be 
able to hold this annual tradi-
tion. We also want to wish all 
the best to our “graduating” 
Cub Master Rick Fuchs as 
he makes the full transition 
to BSA. Rick is a great asset 
to scouting with his love 
of youth and knowledge of 
science. He and Lynn are a 
blessing!

Pack 336
Our Virtual Cub Scout Pack is 
small but mighty. We are glad 
to have this opportunity to 
work with youth from across 
Northwest Ohio who want 
to be involved in scouting. 
In addition to their virtual 
meetings, in April they did 
a planting project at Camp 
Miakonda.

Troop 2 BSA
The troop is gearing up for 
their first High Adventure 
trip as they will head to 
Seabase in the Florida Keys 
this summer. They have been 
meeting in a hybrid format 
with some scouts still Zoom-
ing in and others meeting 
with the troop in person. 

Girl Scout Troop
Our Girl Scout Troop has 
been meeting virtually work-
ing on a variety of projects. 
They held an outdoor in 
person meeting in April and 
Adia Lehto taught them the 
basics of Karate. 

For more information on any of these groups 
contact Tami at tanorris2001@yahoo.com.

WLMB
Sunday	at	8:30pm 
Local	Channel	6,	Dish	40

WATCH EPWORTH WORSHIP ON TV!
Watch a televised broadcast of last week's worship!

WTOL 
Sunday	at	11:30am 
Local Channel 11
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SERVE
FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR 
Thank you, Epworth, for your donations to the Feed Your 
Neighbor program.  The volunteers at Epiphany are so 
amazed and thankful for your generosity. The needs for 
April and May are:

• canned peas
• corn
• carrots
• mixed vegetables

• tomato soup
• kidney beans 
• bar soap

If you have any questions contact Carol Bardi at 
cpb5538@gmail.com.

FURNITURE MINISTRY

STATISTICS    APRIL:
Families:   11
Adults:  12
Children:   16
Furniture:   110

2021:
52
62
67

508

Items needed for 
blessings area:

Blessings most needed 
items: towels, George 
Foreman grills, large 

cooking pans and skillets, 
crock pots and queen, 

double & twin comforters.

CURRENT SAFETY PROTOCOLS
Now	that	we're	all	getting	our	COVID-19	vaccinations,	we	wanted	to	remind	you	that	our	safety	protocols	
are	still	going	strong!		We	strive	to	make	our	church	a	safe	environment	for	you	and	your	loved	ones.		A	few	

items	to	keep	in	mind:	
• The	Sanctuary	is	sanitized	before	and	after	each	worship	service

• We	strongly	suggest	that	masks	are	worn	covering	the	nose	and	mouth	inside	the	building
• We	sit	in	every	other	pew	to	allow	for	social	distancing

• Offering	plates	are	not	passed	during	the	worship	service
• No	coffee	or	snacks	are	available	in	the	lobby

• Our	Pastors	are	not	shaking	hands
• For	Holy	Communion	we	use	a	pre-packaged	sealed	cup	&	wafer,	each	person	opens	their	own	cup	&	

wafer

SUPPORT THE FLOWER FUND
Contributing money towards flowers for the Sunday altar 
is a special way to support Epworth and honor loved ones, 
past or present.  Flowers enhance our experience of weekly 
worship while providing a beautiful tribute to the special 
people and events in our lives. We have some available dates 
for Altar Flower donations.  If you would like to honor a 
loved one, or celebrate a special occasion, by donating flow-
ers for a Sunday worship, please contact Cindy in the office 
at 419.214.3777 or cindy@epworth.com to find out what 
dates are available. 

DONATE TO EPWORTH EVERY TIME YOU SHOP ON AMAZON!
Now, you can support Epworth every single time you purchase something on Amazon! When you sign up for AmazonSmile 
and select Epworth as your charitable organization, Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Epworth. AmazonSmile is 
exactly the same as regular Amazon, it has the same products, prices & services, only now you’re supporting Epworth at the 
same time! 

To sign up, go to: smile.amazon.com/ch/34-4428652 and select Epworth as your charitable organization, then start shopping! 
If you have any questions, or would like a direct link, contact Laura in the church office at laura@epworth.com. 
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4855 W. Central Avenue
Toledo, Ohio  43615-2337

REGIONAL

RACE & Reconciliation

MAY 15  |  4:30PM  |  EPWORTH UMC
Keynote Speaker: Senator Kenny Yuko
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