
1-2 Kings                                                                            Study Notes 
Lesson 15 - 2 Kings 3:1-4:43


Introduction

• In chapter 3, Elisha represents the Lord as the real military power of the nation of Israel (see 

note on 2:12; cf. 13:14). In this case, the prophet saves the coalition forces from death in the 
wilderness by announcing the Lord’s provision. Yet Israel ultimately has to withdraw from 
Moab because they cling to their idolatrous ways.


• In chapter 4 we have the  record of  certain miracles which show the similarities between 
Elijah and Elisha, thus confirming the  prophetic succession. In this case, Elisha saves a 
widow’s family by multiplying oil in a way that recalls how Elijah provided for the widow in 
Zarephath (1 Kings 17:7-16). The prophet’s miracles for faithful individuals also prove that the 
wicked leaders of the nation did not and could not restrain the Lord’s gracious hand.


Study Questions


1. Unlike during a previous battle with Syria in 1 Kings 22, in this  conflict Jehoshaphat 
inquires of the Lord only after difficulty has emerged. In what ways do you see this military 
effort receiving God’s favour, and in what ways do you see it lacking God’s favour?


2. Why does God oppose Joram (Jehoram in the ESV)?


3. From the evidence we see early  in 2 Kings 3, what does God want his people to remember 
most about King Joram of Israel? 


4. How does Elisha most clearly demonstrate in these chapters that he, like Elijah, is truly a 
prophet of the living God?


5. These chapters are full of miraculous events. In what ways do Elisha’s miracles mirror those 
of Elijah? What future miracles do they prefigure?


6. What do you think are the purposes behind these miracles of Elisha? Which do you find 
most impressive?


7. The author says, in chapter 3, God’s provision of water is “easy” (3:18). What “easy” things 
might God provide to his people today?




8. What are the most significant truths that Elisha understands about the character of the God 
he serves?


9. In what ways does God most clearly show his power and sovereignty in Israel’s battle with 
Moab in chapter 3?


10. In 4:8-37, how does the Shunammite woman demonstrate her faith?


11. Why might God have given this barren woman a son and then allowed him to die?


Gospel Glimpses  1

God’s Care for His People. The various miracles recounted in these chapters (2 Kings 3-8) 
reflect God’s care for his people and his responsiveness to their expressions of faith. God’s 
mercy extends particularly to the marginalized, the outsider, the forgotten — the widow from 
among the company of prophets (4:1-7), for instance, or the four lepers outside the city gate 
(7:3-15). Even the recovery of a borrowed axe head among the sons of the prophets is not too 
unimportant for God to notice (6:1-7). Of particular significance is God’s mercy to non-
Israelites, who stand outside of covenant relationship with him — large sections of these 
chapters are devoted to God’s care of the Syrian army commander Naaman (5:1-19), and also 
for the Sunammite woman (4:18-37; 8:1-6). God’s gracious care for all the peoples of the earth 
finds its fullest expression in the work of Christ, through whom Gentiles who come to faith in 
Christ are fully embraced as the people of God and inherit all his promises (2 For. 1:20-22; Gal. 
3:7). 

Personal Reflection

We have considered the greatness of God in caring for people. How has God shown his care 
in your life recently? What does this say about him?


In what ways should you be responding to God’s gracious care and goodness?


Take time to seek the Lord in prayer asking for him to lead you in a faithful response to his 
grace. Be looking for practical ways to show your gratitude.
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