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Easter Proclamation: 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

Welcome 

*Hymn:  “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!”          Red Book #377 
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Remembering our Baptism 

We believe that our baptism is the most important day of our lives, because on that 

day God called us each by name and claimed us as his own forever. The Lord 

adopts us into his family, and makes us a part of the Body of Christ in the church. 

So it is good and important to remember and celebrate that day when our baptism 

happened. We gather in baptism dates, to try to recognize each of our members.  

Today we are recognizing those whom we know were baptized in the first four 

months of the year. I will read the names of those who are listed with a baptismal 

anniversary from January through April, so we can recognize them today. 

Whenever you give thanks for your baptism, you can pour some water in a bowl 

and dip your finger in the water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead as 

a remembrance of your baptism.  

You can also light a candle to celebrate the light of faith. We give a lighted candle 

to each person as they are baptized, saying, “Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  

A reading from Galatians: “In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 

faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 

longer male or female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” 

When you were baptized you were claimed by God, and marked with the cross of 

Christ forever. You can remember your baptism with thanksgiving and joy. 

Today we affirm that baptism and its ongoing power in our lives. Baptism makes 

us children of God and followers of Jesus as long as we live and in heaven forever. 

Together with all the people of God, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 

reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.  

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 

the powers of this world that rebel against God, 

and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response:  

I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

The group makes affirmation: 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

The minister addresses the assembly. 

I ask all the people of God, do you promise to support and pray for these baptized 

and for one another in your life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 

Let us pray. Gracious God we thank you for the new life you give us through Holy 

Baptism. Bless each person here as they mark the anniversary of their baptism.  

We give you thanks, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 

cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in all your people the gift of 

your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 

might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence both now and forever. Make us faithful to follow you as long as we live. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 



May you live in God’s peace and follow Jesus as you live out your baptism.        

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you  

Let us share that peace with one another. Please take a moment to share God’s 

peace with those near to you, and say a prayer of peace for those at a distance. 

Hymn of Praise: “Shall We Gather at the River”   Red Book 423 
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P The Lord be with you 

C And also with you. 

Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish 

our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness 

of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



Children’s Message 

First Reading: Acts 8:26-40 

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road 

that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got 

up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, 

queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem 

to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the 

prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 
30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do 

you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone 

guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage 

of the scripture that he was reading was this:  

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 

this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and 

starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As 

they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 

“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He 

commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 

down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the 

water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, 

and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was 

passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he 

came to Caesarea. 

R The Word of the Lord   

C Thanks be to God 

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God 

is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into 

the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved 

God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No 

one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 



  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 

his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 

Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of 

God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has 

for us.  

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day 

of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, 

but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 

fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 
20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 

who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom 

they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love 

God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

R The Word of the Lord   

C Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel: John 15:1-8 

C  Glory to you, O Lord 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes 

every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 

make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 

spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit 

by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am 

the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 

fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 

the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that 

you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 



The Gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon by Pastor John Rothfusz 

Hymn:  “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love”     Red Book #708 
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Offering:  Jesus is the vine, and we are the branches. We find our life in him, and 

he makes us to bear good fruit for the world. Let us give thanks for all that God 

gives us, and use our blessings to bear fruit, as we lift up our tithes and offerings to 

the Lord. 

Please take a moment now to make an electronic offering to the church on the 

website, with the Tithe.ly app or write a check and send it in. 

 



Offering Song: “Abide With Me”    Red Book #629 
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Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Lord in your mercy,” 

please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 



Announcements 
 

Blessing 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit  

bless you and raise you to newness of life, now and forever. 

C Amen 

Hymn: “Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen”   Red Book # 548 

1 Rise, O church, like Christ arisen, 

 from this meal of love and grace; 

 may we through such love envision 

 whose we are, and whose, our praise. 

 Alleluia, alleluia: 

 God, the wonder of our days. 

 

2 Rise, transformed, and choose to follow 

 after Christ, though wounded, whole; 

 broken, shared, our lives are hallowed 

 to release and to console. 

 Alleluia, alleluia: 

 Christ, our present, past, and goal. 

 

3 Rise, remember well the future 

 God has called us to receive; 

 present by God’s loving nurture, 

 Spirited then let us live. 

 Alleluia, alleluia: 

 Spirit, grace by whom we live. 

 

4 Service be our sure vocation; 

 courage be our daily breath; 

 mercy be our destination 

 from this day and unto death. 

 Alleluia, alleluia. 

 Rise, O church, a living faith. 
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien 

© 1997 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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Dismissal 

A Go in peace. Serve the risen Christ. 

C Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 

Postlude  


