
Worship Outline for May 2, 2021 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter and Communion 

Welcome, Introduction and Land Acknowledgement  

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

 

Gathering words:  

We gather in the presence of God to encounter Love that sets free. 

We do not come seeking crumbs of justice but a way of life that liberates.  
Together, we practice courage in resisting evil and rejecting the temptations of complicity and 

complacency.  

The Spirit leads us in power and truth. 
Our faith is placed in Love Eternal that lifts broken spirits and brings new life from places of 

ruin.  

With hope that is neither narrow nor fragile, we come to follow Christ. 

We come, to worship.  

 

Opening prayer:  

God of love, God of Jesus, the true vine,  

We are a work in progress: water us and feed our hungry souls,  

So that we may be a productive branch.  

Bring us the light we need to bear fruit.  

We are a branch of the one vine, of Jesus.  

Bend us, shape us, and prune us, for we would wither without you.  

Your son has taught us how to love and shaped us by his love,  

A love that is warm and true.  

We thank you for your presence that intertwines us with Jesus, with each other,  

With our departed saints, and with the disciples and prophets.  

Amen.  

 

Hymn:   VU 291  “All Things Bright & Beautiful”    

 

Readings: 

 

1 John 4:7-21  Everyone who loves is born of God.  

John 15: 1-8    Jesus is the true vine.  

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church  

And let us give thanks.  

 

Reflection 

 

Hymn:   VU 703  “In the Bulb There is a Flower”   

 

Offering 

 



Prayer of Confession and the Disciple’s Prayer  

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Communion Hymn:  VU 477  “I Come with Joy”  (vs. 1 – 4)    

 

Communion  

 

Invitation:  
We move now to sharing in communion.  In this ritual of remembering and receiving, our tables 

become The Table of Christ’s radical and loving community.  At our tables small portions of 

food and drink are transformed in to nourishment for the whole self: body, mind and spirit. 

Bread and cracker and muffin and juice or tea from our kitchens are shared as part of a meal 

which has sustained questioners and followers from generation to generation.  At this meal what 

God has declared clean, beautiful, acceptable beyond measure will never be declared profane 

and unacceptable.  In all of who you are, you are welcome here.  In all of your love and fear and 

joy and hurt, you are welcome here.  

(you are invited to move your food and drink items to sit in front of you.  When prayers have 

been offered, we will invite all to eat and drink together)  

 

The Holy One be with you 

And also with you 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to the One who guides our life together. 

It is our joy to offer gratitude and praise. 
 

God, you never promised us that way would be clear.  You have, however, created us in your 

image - the image of One who is Wisdom, who is Love, who is Courage.  You breathed your life 

into us with the assurance that we have, within and around us, everything we need to be your 

faithful people.  Though we sometimes act in disregard for your call on our collective life, still 

you show up with and for us, relentlessly.  And so we join with all the saints who have gone 

before in gratitude for your abiding presence when we say: 

 

Holy, holy, holy One, God of power and presence 

all that is, is full of your glory 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of Love 
 

Sacred is your presence and blessed is Christ with us. 

Through the life of Jesus we saw an example of what it means to navigate an uncertain path, 

practice creative ministry, and face with courage and compassion all the barriers that work 

against your Spirit on the move.  

 

Jesus lived and breathed a ministry rooted in your Love for all people.  He prioritized the lives of 

those who are suffering and showed us what it looks like to be with and for one another, even 

under great distress.  Though evil attempted to silence his proclamation of an all inclusive 

Kindom of God, not even death could keep Love from growing. 

 



 

On the night in which he was arrested, he gathered among friends for a meal. 

He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread and shared it with his disciples saying,  

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me."  

(You are invited to break open the food you have prepared for communion if you haven’t 

already) 

 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:  

"Drink from this, all of you; this is the cup of the new covenant.  Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me." 

(You are invited to pour out the beverage you have prepared for communion if you haven’t 

already) 

 

And so, in remembrance of Christ with us, and in the assurance of your Love persistent, we offer 

our lives, our ministries, and our church in the service of your healing work as we proclaim the 

mystery of our faith: 

 

Christ has died; Christ has risen; Christ will come again. 
Pour out your Spirit on this community and these gifts.  Make them a taste of your Kindom 

through Christ with us, that we might leave the Table both nourished by your Love and still 

hungry for justice for all your people. 

 

Bread for the journey, and the cup of blessing.  

(we share in eating and drinking together) 

 

Post-Communion Prayer:  

God, we give you thanks!  For this meal that nourishes us in body and spirit.  For a taste of your 

dreams.  For the earth that cares for us in every meal, every breath.  And for these bodies of ours 

through which you take on flesh.  May our gratitude produce faithfulness and our faithfulness 

produce justice.  Amen. 

 

COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION:  
 

Benediction 

Go from this time with open eyes, ears and hearts, ready to encounter the Holy One 

in the daily, in the ordinary, in the flesh. 

Go from this time with a daring and tender love, seeking to mend God’s beloved creation, 

wherever and whenever you can.  Amen.  

 

Sung Response:  VU 477  “I Come with Joy”  (vs. 5) 

 

 

(Gathering Words, the Disciple’s prayer, Communion liturgy and Benediction from contributors 

of Enfleshed:  Enfleshed.com.  Opening Prayer adapted from Gathering:  Lent/Easter 2021, 

Written by Roxanne Williams, Gaetz Memorial UC, Red Deer Alberta)  


