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 May the words of our mouths, the meditations of our hearts, and the actions of our lives, 

be acceptable in your sight O God, our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 

 Dear Addison and Sarah. I am writing you this letter for the day of your baptism knowing 

that when you read it, you will not likely have a conscious memory of the day and I want you to 

know about it. It is an amazing day. All days are amazing but this one especially for you, for 

your families, and for our community of faith that gathers around you today.  

 People of faith have a long tradition of writing letters. Early Christians like Paul and 

others wrote them to teach the faith and help people through hard times. Today this letter is kind 

of a message to your future, and a blessing for today. 

 It is a remarkable day for a lot of reasons, the first and most important to us here is the 

wonder of a day and the fact that you are in it. I mean it has taken a lot to get you here. Your 

parents have been through a lot. The birth of all children is a miracle. We are awesomely and 

wonderfully made. But you two in particular, so longed for, so hoped for. And here you are, and 

God and we are well pleased. 

 It is a remarkable day because of your families. As you read this, it may amaze that I 

would call your families remarkable. They are probably boringly normal to you and annoyingly 

conventional, in this time and place, they are remarkable. Not very long ago most families 

looked pretty much the same: A mom, a Dad, some kids. People thought that is the only shapes 

families should come in. But we have discovered that when we let love have its way, when we 

let love create the shapes of our families, our families grow in many shapes. We are learning to 

look for love, and follow it, and let it create and unite us. And we celebrate your families, and the 

shapes that they are, and the love that has created and sustains them.  

 There will be times when your family drives you crazy, and you believe that your family 

is anything but normal. We have all been there. And the truth is, we don't always live up to the 

love that has created and shaped us. But Sarah and Addison, that is so very normal too. Hang in 

there with your families as they too grow and change. Keep your eye out for the love at the core 

of it all, and you will find your way through.  

 When I think about it, this is a remarkable day because we are the church here, and the 

church blesses all this. Another thing that might amaze you is that there have been times and 

places, not long ago and not far from here, in which the church does not bless children and 

families in circumstances like yours. Once again, the church has sometimes been more interested 

in controlling the way people express their love than in celebrating and supporting it. We are a 

fallible and human community, prone to judgement, but we hold on to trustworthy and divine 

ideals- to seek justice, to love kindness, to walk humbly with our God, and we are drawn 

together by a gospel of love that we are trying to live by. I hope that by the time you are able to 

read this, you will have had many experiences of the community trying to live this way together.  

 Addison and Sarah, you will likely not remember this as a memory but hopefully you do 

remember it in your soul somewhere. Both of you have been in my office and I have had the 

chance to hold you and talk with you. And today, together, we placed water on your head as a 

sign of God's blessing and oil and a seal of God's promise of love in your life. You are so small 
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and beautiful, and tender, and holy. You are like the tender seed Jesus talked about, the one that 

he said is like the kingdom of God. I like to think about the kingdom of God as simply the world 

as it is when love gets its way all the time. And when love gets its way all the time, there is 

justice, and kindness and humility. Jesus said that the kingdom of God is like a seed scattered, 

and it sets down roots and grows, we know not how. Well, we do know some things, but about 

the mystery at the core of life, the mystery of your presence here, the mystery in your face as you 

sleep that we find so mesmerizing by the hour, that is the seed of the kingdom of God that we 

hold in wonder and awe today- fearfully and wonderfully made indeed. 

 And we notice within your parents, we notice in ourselves, how this genuine wonder and 

awe then gives rise in our hearts and minds to renewed commitment. We hold your mustard seed 

little lives in our hands and we find ourselves thinking fierce thoughts. For there is a powerful 

desire in our hearts that your mustard seed lives will fall on nourishing ground, that your mustard 

seed lives will be protected from all that could harm you, that the genius and beauty that has 

been planted in you by God will have the chance to grow and make the difference in the world 

that we know it can make.  

 You see, none of us can know what life will hold for ourselves, much less anyone else. 

But today we bless your lives as divinely given and divinely to be held. We pray that as you 

grown and encounter your own abilities and weaknesses, that your childhood would be a 

precious time when the core building blocks of gospel life will take shape for you. We pray that 

during that powerful, volatile exciting transition from childhood to adulthood you will catch the 

fire and discover the call of the gospel of grace and love, justice and peace. We pray that the 

power of love will be strong in you, and that however your soul is meant to, your soul will find a 

way to live out its love in deep and lasting relationships. We pray that whatever gifts have been 

planted in you will find adult, mature expression in work that means something to you and 

makes a loving difference in the world. We pray that the hardship and heartbreak that you will 

face, because we all face it at some time, will serve you well, will not break you but will 

strengthen you. We pray that the grief that you experience when you lose something you love 

will serve to reveal what a blessing it is to love deeply. We pray that as the evening dawns on 

your life, that wisdom will have matured in you and that you will have the chance to spread the 

wisdom of your years in community. In short, we pray that the blessedness of this day will 

change and transform and emerge anew in every age and stage of your life. 

 And finally Sarah and Addison, today we say to you that we turn now from that wonder 

and awe of holding you in our hands, to responsibility and commitment. We trust that God will 

be with you no matter what. And we are committed to you and to all whom God brings our way 

to creating sacred community that will nourish your lives. We are committed to doing all we can 

to make the world that we live in together a safe, healthy, just place for you and for your 

children.  And today we promise you that though we will live these commitments imperfectly, 

that we will never give up on you, nor on the world that God loves and that we share. May God 

bless you, and the commitments we are making today. 


