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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  It is our prayer that this will be a time of worship and renewal for you, when you 
will encounter the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 
 
INTRODUCTION   

On this 5th Sunday of Easter our focus on Acts and the early church continues.  Acts, like Easter, urges us to 
put cautious rationality on the shelf and follow an unrestrained God into the world, wondering as we go what 
else might be possible. Both Acts and Easter want our imagination to run wild.  The encounter on a road 
connecting Jerusalem to Gaza is about expanding horizons—Philip’s, the Ethiopian’s, and ours. It provokes a 
question upon which the church still ruminates, as it makes one new discovery after another: what will it mean 
for all of us if the gospel is indeed good news for all people, without exception? 

(Matt Skinner, www.workingpreacher.org April 2021) 
 
GATHERING AND THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

Alleluia!  Christ is Risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
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GATHERING HYMN   “Come and See”   W&P 29 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

 
 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 
The pianist plays ACS #955 through once, instrumental only, while the water is poured. 
 

“Come to the Water of Life” (vs 1) All Creation Sings (ACS) #955 
 

 

 

 

 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
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“Come to the Water of Life” (vs. 2)  All Creation Sings (ACS) #955 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 

“Come to the Water of Life” (vs. 3)  All Creation Sings (ACS) #955

 
 

 

 
 

 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
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“Come to the Water of Life” (vs. 4)  All Creation Sings (ACS) #955 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 

Let us pray.  Resurrecting God, where our imaginations stop, open wide our hearts to your life-giving grace for 
all people and the whole of the world.  Through Jesus Christ—crucified, buried, and risen—our Saviour and 
Lord. Amen 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING  Acts 8:26-40 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then 
the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the 
prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone 
guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was 
reading was this: 
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“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 
someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 
news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, 
here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
God’s story, your story. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” ELW #172 

 

 
 

SECOND READING  1 John 4:7-21 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this 
way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us 
so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, 
and his love is perfected in us. 
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     By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen 
and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected 
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and 
hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, 
cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 
must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
God’s story, your story. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” ELW #172 

 
 

GOSPEL  John 15:1-8 

The Holy Gospel according to John the 15th Chapter.   
Glory to you O Lord 

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by 
the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not 
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “We Know That Christ is Raised” (vs 1,2, & 4)   ELW #449 
 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Alive in Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and 
answer in steadfast love. 
 
Faithful God, you abide in your church and the church abides in you. Cleanse us by your Word and perfect your love 
in us, that we, as your people might live out our calling to love others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.   
 
Abiding God, you come to us in love. We pray for those in positions of authority that their decision-making might 
be guided by your love. We lift up all those who are dealing with COVID on a daily basis, Lord. Uphold them and 
be their source of strength, and may they abide in your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Loving God, you love us so we can love others. We pray for all those who are in need your love: the poor, the 
lonely, the weak, the outcast, those who are fearful. 
Reassure Myrtle, Sharla, Debi, Renee, Marion, Arne, Eva, Olai, Dave and Trudy, Olivia, Lyle and Marlene, Syd, 
Corrie, Pastor Dick and Jan, Patrick, Klaus, Shirley, Eowyn, Grace, Lilian, Margaret, Clayton, Mary, Brad, Clayton, 
Rosemary, Shellene, Judy and Ron, and Miriam of your abiding love, and presence. Hear us, O God. Hear us,          
O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Abiding God, we rejoice in knowing and having experienced your abiding love. Abide in us, and help us to faithful 
followers. Walk with Myrna Husdal and Carol and Hans Isele this week, and also with the choir members. As this 
community of faith, deepen our desire to abide in you, show us whom you would have us reach out to in love, and 
may we bear fruit for you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.  
 
In the hope of the new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
 

WE SHARE THE MEAL 

For those who desire, at this time our service continues with Holy Communion, as we prepare our hearts and 
minds and tables for the communion meal.  Once again, if you have not already done so, take a moment to 
pause the video and gather the elements you will share during the meal, remembering that Christ promises to 
come to us in the everyday things:  bread or a cracker, wine or grape juice or water, and whatever dishes you 
have in your cupboard.  Gather enough for you alone or for those who will join you in the meal with none left-
over.  As God’s people together we will share of the bread and wine directly following the Lord’s Prayer as we 
hear the words: 
 
“Together let us take and eat; the body of Christ given for you.” 
“Together let us take and drink; the blood of Christ shed for you.”  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
O God of all goodness and life,  
Under the cover of darkness, plodding footsteps travel toward a tomb  
But the stone is already rolled away 
Holy God, under the cover of darkness; you bring forth life 
 
Creating God, grower of all things, 
Under the cover of dark, damp soil; seeds that lay dormant  
are already sprouting  
And under the cover of darkness; you bring forth life 
 
Loving God, of all hope and grace 
Into the darkness of our hearts, sorrow has watered the tears of our cheeks 
But new life is already bursting from the tomb of our ground 
And under the cover of darkness; you bring forth life 
 
Gracious, resurrecting God 
In the darkness of the grave, lay the nail-pierced body of Jesus your Son,  
Broken and shared; love poured and tasted, 
Stones rolling and rumbling; life dying and rising, 
Sprouting and blooming, blooming and bursting, bursting and rising 
Holy God, under the cover of darkness; you bring forth life in Christ rising for all 
 
And with all creation we give you our thanks and praise: 
   
“Alleluia, Alleluia Give Thanks to the Risen Lord” (chorus only) WOV #671 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it and gave it to his 
disciples saying, “Take and eat, this is my body given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  In the same 
way, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Gracious Christ, no matter the road we travel, you journey with us.  No matter how we are gathered, you are 
our God.  You are bread in our hunger, water in our thirst.  You are vision in our blindness, and light where our 
hearts cannot see.   
Come Lord Jesus, be our light, be our rising, bring forth your life we pray 
 
Creating Holy Spirit, you are breath in our breathlessness, you are the Wind of change and the pouring of new 
wine; you gather us into communities of grace and life. 
Come, Holy Spirit, be our breath, be our rising, stir us to life we pray 
 
Loving God, we give you thanks for your life rising in and among us and in all creation.   Raise us, your people 
and send us in grace to proclaim your abiding love for all; through Jesus Christ our Lord; in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Living in joy of the resurrection, we pray as Jesus taught us… 

Our Father in heaven,   
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,   
your will be done,      
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,    

as we forgive those     
 who sin against us;        

Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.    

For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

  

“Together let us take and eat; the body of Christ given for you.” 
“Together let us take and drink; the blood of Christ shed for you.”  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 Let us pray.  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still 
around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring healing to our world and joy to the hearts 
of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN   “We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus”  (vs 1&3)  ELW #451 
 

 
 
 
SENDING 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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