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May 2021 

NEWSLETTER 
WE EXIST TO GUIDE PEOPLE TOWARD THEIR 

NEXT STEP IN CHRIST. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to show our community that we care about them by praying for their 

needs. This unique outreach offers prayer with those who “drive-thru” our main 

parking lot on Thursday, May 6th, from 4-7 PM. This is a great way to spend the   

National Day of Prayer! 

You can sign up on the website (roundchurch.net) to let us know how you would 

like to help. You may wish to set up for this event, hold a sign directing traffic to the 

portico, pray with people, or help us tear down. All of these are important to ensure 

this event is successful in reaching out to our community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are excited about a new prayer initiative that is now available for 

you to call with your prayer burden—any day, any hour, 365 days a 

year.  

Prayer cards (see graphic above) have been printed and are available 

for distribution to people you meet. We have packets available in the 

Welcome Center or in the chair backs in the Worship Center. 

You may also be interested in becoming a prayer volunteer. Can you 

give two hours a week to be a compassionate, listening ear and share a 

much needed prayer with someone? Training will be provided on   

Sunday, May 23rd, 5:00-7:15 PM. 

In 1973 when I was a young bride of 19, my 85-year-old grandmother told me a story of a time when God answered one of her prayers. My 

mammaw and pappaw raised their nine children on a farm in Elliott County, Kentucky. As my mama once told me, “I guess we were poor, but 

we didn’t know it. We always had plenty of food and a good, warm house to sleep in.” 

However, there was certainly no money for luxuries. As my mammaw sewed all of their clothes by hand, she thought how wonderful it would 

be to have one of those beautiful treadle Singer sewing machines that she had seen in catalogs. She knew they could never afford one, but she 

decided to pray and ask the Lord to somehow help her get one.  

Some time later her two oldest daughters moved from the little farm in rural Kentucky to the big city of Huntington, West Virginia. They 

worked for wealthy families in Huntington, cleaning their houses and also being a nanny to their children. One of the wealthy ladies happened 

to have a relatively new, but used, Singer sewing machine that she no longer wanted. She sold it to my aunts for a very reasonable price. I’m 

not sure how they got it moved from Huntington to the Kentucky farm, but they were so excited to give the beautiful, much needed, and 

prayed for, Singer sewing machine to their mama! 

Mammaw sewed on that machine for years and when they sold the farm in the 1940’s and migrated to Huntington, she 

gave the sewing machine to my mama. She sewed on it for years as she raised her four children. I even learned to sew on it 

when I was a little girl. I remember when my mama got a new electric sewing machine and the old Singer got moved down 

to our basement. Mammaw had told my mama that she wanted me to have it because I was her youngest granddaughter. 

So in 1978 when Mick and I bought our first house, the old Singer came to live with us. I used it as a diaper table when my 

babies came along. Today it sits in my bedroom with a quilt on it made by my mammaw. When I look at it, I think of the 

poor farmer’s wife with nine children who prayed for a sewing machine and how the Lord answered her prayer. 

As I look back on my own life, I remember many times that the Lord provided for us in times of need, not only giving us 

what we needed, but giving us more than we could have ever imagined. Jesus tells us in Matthew 7:11 “If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!” We as older 

Christians need to share our own stories of the Lord’s provision with the young people in our lives. They need to hear of God’s faithfulness to 

us! 

“I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 

I will recount all of your wonderful deeds.” 
Psalm 9:1 

Written by Bonnie Jo Jefferson 
Bonnie is a long-time member of RC3, married to our own “Papa Smurf.” She has two sons, Jonathan (Heather) & Jordan, both very talented musicians. Bonnie is a retired 
Speech/Language Pathologist, enjoys warm sunshine & gardening. 



 

 

Life’s Cookbook 
Nearly a year in the making, the Cotton Family Cookbook rolled off the presses. What began with Aunt Jane making sure 

we didn’t lose Grandma Cotton’s recipes turned into a 176-page collaboration with favorites submitted by each member 

of the extended family. (My best contribution is “Steven’s Rice Krispy Treats” - you add peanut butter and chocolate chips 

to the standard version.) 

Most of the recipes are just what you’d see in any cookbook: a list of ingredients and amounts such as 1 egg, 1 teaspoon of vanilla, 1/2 teaspoon baking 

soda, etc., followed by precise instructions like “cream together with sugar, shortening and eggs,” or “mix the pineapple juice with the cornstarch and 

slowly pour over the green pepper mixture.” 

My brother Allan, however, drew the ire of some aunts and cousins for being less meticulous. Allan spent a few years working as a professional deep sea 

fisherman, and he was specifically asked for some seafood recipes. “Allan’s Baked Fish Sauce” includes just a short list of ingredients: mayonnaise, butter, 

lemon juice and “seasonings to taste.” It comes with the notation that “I don’t use measurements. It’s too hard to catch a fish the same size every time.” 

While some wanted step-by-step instructions, others realized that this is a handy method. It’s easily committed to memory, and now I can make the sauce 

without a recipe. 

God has provided us with life’s recipe book. Like those who want fastidious measurements for the fish sauce, at times I wish that somewhere among the 

letters to the Galatians and the Thessalonians I could find Paul’s epistle to Steve Cotton. I could just turn to Chapter One of Steve to find out what career 

moves to make, to Steve Chapter Two to see which girl I should ask out and Steve Chapter Three to read whether I ought to volunteer to help in the   

toddler’s nursery. 

Of course if we each got our own book in the Bible it would be a pretty heavy thing to carry around (just think of all the updated editions), and it might be 

more than a little uncomfortable when Pastor Larry preached on Sunday morning from the Book of Steve. 

Fortunately, like Allan’s recipe, the Bible already contains all the relevant information. It is “God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). But if we don’t make the effort to understand the precepts, we will find ourselves lacking the proper 

ingredients when it’s time to feed someone. Rather we must strive to do as the psalmist when he wrote “I have hidden Your word in my heart that I 

might not sin against You” (Psalm 119:11). 

In the process, we will feed our own souls. “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation” (1 Peter 

2:2). Psalm 119:103 tells us “How sweet are Your promises to my taste, sweeter than honey in my mouth.” 

Trust me, that’s a whole lot better than what you’ll get from Great Aunt Louise’s mincemeat cookies.   SC 

 

Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts!  

See if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting! —Psalm 139:23-24 

the 

with Steve Cotton 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Visit our website @ www.roundchurch.net or use the QR code to 
see all the facets of ministry available at RC3. 
 

Sunday School @ 9:30 & 11:15 AM 

Register each week online @ roundchurch.net or 

the church app for your preferred service time. 
 

 

Awana  │  Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM 

Bottled Water Competition for Royal Family Kids on May 5th 

Awards & Final Club Night: May 26th 

West Virginia │ Camp #233 

Royal Family Kids Camps are welcoming, one-week resident camps 

designed to meet the unique and overwhelming needs of abused 

and neglected children. It is through intensely supportive interac-

tion with trained adults that the first question, “Am I loved?” is 

answered. Camps are sponsored and staffed by people from local 

churches.  

RC3 had the honor to sponsor a camp for ten years. Johnda Stam-

baugh served as the director. She passed the baton to Philip and 

Anna Beaty in 2020 and now New Heights in Milton serves as the 

sponsoring church. 

Last month we launched our annual “sundae cup” fundraiser. The 

cups will be collected on Sunday, May 2nd.  If you would like to 

contribute, please make your check payable to New Heights. 

Learn more by visiting the RFKC website                                             

@ huntington.royalfamilykids.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It has been wonderful seeing so many new faces returning to corporate 

worship on Sundays! It has also been encouraging to see God working in 

the lives of people — bringing them to salvation, and seeing believers 

take their next step in Christ by following Him in baptism. This motivates 

us to keep on keeping on. God is on the throne! He is sovereign! He is 

Lord of the Church! 

—Pastor Larry 

Student Ministries  │  Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM 
 

Shout out to the students who memorized the entire book of  

Philippians to earn a free scholarship to Snowbird Camp this summer! 
 

Jackie!  Ellie!  Landon!  Maddie!  
 

Snowbird Summer Camp │ June 28 — July 3 


