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Worship on May 2, 2021 ~ Say My Name 
First United Church, Waterloo 

 
WELCOME & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT         
 
PRELUDE   In the Garden           
 

We Are Gathered to Be a Beloved Community 
 
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES          
 
INTROIT  We Praise You O God  VU 218      

1. We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator, 
in grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 
We lay it before you, we kneel and adore you; 
we bless your holy name, glad praises we sing. 
 
2. We worship you, God of mothers and fathers,  
through trial and tempest, companion and guide.  
When perils o'er take us, you will not forsake us, 
but faithful to your promise, you walk by our side. 
 
3. With voices united our praises we offer 
and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 
Our sins now confessing, we pray for your blessing, 
to you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 

 
OPENING PRAYER            
One:   We are gathered today to worship together. 
All:      We come as different people, living different lives, with different histories. 
One:   Yet we all have been gathered here this day to worship together as one. 
All:     But we are different people, living different lives, with different histories. 
One:    Yes, but we are all created lovingly by the One Source of All Life! 
All:      Even if we are different people, living different lives,  
            with different histories? 
One:    Yes. We are the different people that God created.  
            God has gathered us here today to be one community in worship. 
All:      But we are different.  
            We come with different joys and sorrows, different hopes and fears…. 
One:   Even though we are different, and have been created as unique beings,  
           each one of us has been wonderfully made in the image of God.  
All:     And so, though we are different people, living different lives,  

with different histories, we are one because we all have been created  
in God's image? 

One:    Yes. Each one of us is a unique reflection of God's essence.  
            And because we share God's essence, we are one though many. 
All:      Then let us open ourselves to the presence of God at work in us,  
            among us, and through us, and enter into this time of worship together.  
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One:    Yes, let us worship God in our marvellous diversity. May it be so. Amen 
 
OPENING HYMN I Have Called You by Your Name MV 161, vs 1 & 4    

1. I have called you by your name, you are mine; 
I have gifted you and ask you now to shine. 
I will not abandon you; all my promises are true. 
You are gifted, called, and chosen; you are mine. 
 
4. I have given you a name, it is mine; 
I have given you my Spirit as a sign. 
With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded children whole; 
go and tell my precious people they are mine. 

 
We Are Inspired to Be a Beloved Community 

 
SCRIPTURE:   John 20:4-17          
 
SERMON  Say My Name     The Rev. Rose Ann Vita  
 
HYMN   Who is My Mother  MV 178       

1. Who is my mother, 
       who is my brother? 
all those who gather round Jesus Christ: 
       Spirit-blown people 
       born from the Gospel 
sit at the table, round Jesus Christ. 
 
2. Differently abled, 
       differently labeled, 
widen the circle round Jesus Christ, 
       crutches and stigmas, 
       culture's enigmas, 
all come together round Jesus Christ. 
 
3. Love will relate us -- 
       color or status 
can't segregate us, round Jesus Christ: 
       family failings, 
       human derailings -- 
all are accepted, round Jesus Christ. 
 
4. Bound by one vision, 
       met for one mission 
we claim each other, round Jesus Christ: 
       here is my mother, 
       here is my brother, 
kindred in Spirit, through Jesus Christ. 
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We Respond as a Beloved Community 
 

OFFER OUR GIFTS            
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION           
We offer these our gifts. We ask that these financial offerings be blessed to empower faithful 
ministry through us. We join with others to promote acts of self-giving so that the abundance of 
God’s gifts, entrusted to us, are shared so that all may have enough. May we strive to engage in 
the responsible use of the earth’s resources. 
 
May we use what has been given to create a caring community where we see all people as your 
children and our equal sisters and brothers in you, O God. May we strive to create a Beloved 
Community: a world where all uphold human dignity and act with love, justice and reconciliation. 
 
Create within us the desire to know and cherish those we meet this day and encourage us to 
strive to know and call them by their name. Just as you have called us and have named us as 
your beloved. 
 
Help us claim today as a new beginning. Give us the gift of your courage that we might confront 
and overcome our fears and our prejudices. So that the offerings received this day may be used 
to bless your Holy Name and bring forth a reign of love. Amen 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY Safe within Your Arms   Rebecca McKay, Soloist  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE           
Creator God, source of the amazing power of the unfolding universe, Maker of the earth 
that is our home. You lived with us in Jesus, who embodied your love and care so that we might 
truly see who we are meant to be, and through your Spirit we know that we are never meant to 
be alone. You call us to companionship and intimacy with you and one another, and indeed with 
all the creatures and beauty of the world.  
 
You know us by name.  
 
You made us and all people in your image, so that we might mirror your presence and love to 
one another, and so treat everyone with the respect due to a child of God. 
You placed deep within us a sense of the oneness of all the expressions of life, the bonds that 
tie our health to the well-being of all creatures and natural systems. 
 
And so, we confess our failings: both individual and collective, failing by our silence or by our 
actions. We confess . . .  

• We often have devalued human dignity based on race, class, age, sex, gender-
identity, culture, or faith, when we are all beloved in God's sight. 

• We often have misused power through personal, communal, national, and 
international means to create inequity and disadvantage the poor and 
marginalized.  
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• We often have used economic gain as an excuse to desecrate the environment 
and destroy a wholesome future for our children's children. 

 
 
We ask for healing . . . please pause for reflection . . .  

 
Kyrie - VU 946             

 
Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on us.  

 
(Prayers continued . . . ) 
Now let us commit ourselves individually and as a community to the live the Way of Christ. Let 
us struggle for peace with justice and food security for all. May we dedicate ourselves to live 
with faith, hope, and love, and act to foster a world that reflects God's vision of a Beloved 
Community. May it be so. Amen 
 

We Go to Be the Beloved Community 
 

SENDING HYMN Draw the Circle Wide  MV 145      
Refrain:  
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still.  
Let this be our song: no one stands alone.  
Standing side by side, draw the circle, draw the circle wide...  

 
1. God the still-point of the circle  
'Round you all creation turns  
Nothing lost. but held forever,  
In God's gracious arms  Refrain  
 
2. Let our hearts touch far horizons,  
So encompass great and small;  
Let our loving know no borders,  
Faithful to God's call.   Refrain 
 
3. Let the dreams we dream be larger,  
Than we've ever dreamed before;  
Let the dream of Christ be in us,  
Open every door.    Refrain 
 

COMMISSIONING            
O God, who created all peoples in your own image,  
we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races, cultures,  
orientations, classes, and ethnicities in this world.  
 
Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of friendship and  
show us your presence in those who differ most from us.  
We know that you have made us according to your image.  
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May we use our diversity to spread your message of love and  
peace to all the world. This we ask in the sure knowledge of  
your love for all of your children. Amen.  
 
BLESSING             
 
CHORAL BLESSING Amen, Amen VU 974         
 
 Amen, Amen, Halleluiah, Amen  (x 2) 
 
POSTLUDE All Are Welcome (Let Us Build a House)       
 
 
 
TODAY'S WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 
We express our gratitude to those who helped bring us our worship experience today: 

Audio Visual Technician: Harold Arnett 
Announcements & Acknowledgments: Greg Case, Chair of Worship Committee 
Leaders of the Prayers:  
 Opening Prayer - Rick & Jana Heemskerk 
 Prayers of the People - Nora Fueten  

Music 
Musician: Kathleen King-Martin, Director of Music Ministries 
Soloist: Rebecca McKay, Soloist 
Prelude: In the Garden, arr. D. Woods 
Special Music: Safe within Your Arms, by Mark Hayes 
Postlude: All Are Welcome (Let Us Build a House), arr. M. Hayes  

 
Ministers of First United Church, Waterloo, Ontario 

The Rev. Harry Disher 
Intentional Interim Minister of Faith Formation and Spiritual Development/Renewal 
The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 
Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care 

 
CREDITS 
Opening Prayer, Prayer of Dedication, and Prayers of the People adapted from Seeing the 
Face of God in Each Other: The Antiracism Training Manual of the Episcopal Church, 4th 
Edition, 2011. 
 
Videos 
Scripture: Retrieved from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ux7F5RAGLDk&ab_channel=SsaalongoLuwalaggaMunz  
Sermon:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZ7OJdDSXVo&ab_channel=SaturdayNightLive 


