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New Sermon Series on Moses 

We have now finished our journey through the 

Gospel of John – a lengthy series that began a 

year-and-a-half ago and finally concluded last 

Sunday. This coming Sunday (May 2) Pastor Brian 

will be leading us as we take communion 

together, and preaching a “one-off” message on a 

passage from one of John the Evangelist’s letters. 

It is a passage which deals with the importance of 

confession and repentance in the life of a 

Christian. 

The big news is that on May 9 Pastor Jamie will 

be launching a new 12-week sermon series on the 

life of Moses. With passages from the first 20 

chapters of Exodus, this series will cover the life of 

Moses from birth up to the Ten Commandments.  

We encountered Moses a few times last summer, 

as we worked through a series under the broad 

title of “Into the Wild,” but this year we plan to 

go back and take a broader, deeper, closer look at 

the story of Moses’ life. And at each stop along 

the way we’ll be asking the Holy Spirit to open 

up our hearts and minds to the lessons that are 

there for us all to learn.  

God’s Plan for Our Lives 

It will take us about three months to work 
through this new sermon series on the life of 
Moses. But for those who enjoy being able to see 
the “big picture,” there is blessing to be had in 
making the time to sit down and read those first 
20 chapters of Exodus all in one sitting. 

Themes will evolve as we unpack the passages 
week by week. But if the broad purpose of 
scripture is to help us all to understand who God 
is and who we are in relationship to him, it is 
probably fair to say that Moses led a life that 
exemplifies this process of coming to 
understanding. Moses had an awful lot of 
different people in his life who had their own 
expectations about who he was and/or who he 
was supposed to be. Eventually, he came to 
understand that there was only one person who 
knew who he was really supposed to be, and 
that person was God.  

The way that this “theme” develops in the life of 
Moses can offer us some very helpful reminders 
about how our own lives are unfolding. It is 
always helpful to be reminded that God does 
have a plan in mind for each of us. The story of 
the life of Moses, however, fleshes out this idea in 
some very instructive ways.   

First of all, it illustrates the fact that God has a 
plan for our lives regardless of whether or not we 
know what that plan is, or even acknowledge 
that it exists. God’s plan for Moses was there all 
along, but he wasn’t ready to reveal the plan to 
him until Moses was 80!  

Which illustrates another important point for 
each of us to embrace. God’s plan for your life is a 
plan for your whole life. We stop being subject to 
God’s plans for our lives when we stop living, and 
not before. Whatever stage of your life you are at, 
God isn’t finished with you yet. 

http://www.sevenoaks.org
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Our Food Bank Satellite Has Launched! 

We have now successfully launched our newest 

Community Care Ministry. On Monday, April 19, a 

team of over three dozen volunteers from our 

Sevenoaks church family came together to set up 

our gym as a food distribution centre, and we were 

able to welcome and serve guests from over two 

dozen households in our neighbourhood. On 

Monday, May 17, we’ll do it all again – this time 

with up to twice as many guests coming, and from 

here on this will be a regular event on the third 

Monday evening of every month. 

This ministry is a partnership with the Archway 

Abbotsford Food Bank, and here’s how it unfolds. 

In the weeks leading up to the third Monday, the 

folks at the Food Bank compile a list of guests who 

have registered to come and get their monthly 

food allotment from us. On the day, they send us 

the finalized list, along with a big shipment of food 

to be handed out. 

At 3:30 in the afternoon, our first team of up to a 

dozen volunteers comes in to get everything set 

up. The food is sorted and laid out on a dozen or so 

display tables set up all along three walls of the 

gym. Fresh food items – fruits and vegetables and 

meats and dairy products, are sorted and counted 

and organized, so that we can know just how much 

product in each category we have available to 

hand out to each person who comes through. 

After 5:00 another large team of volunteers – two 

dozen of them in all - come in to take up their 

posts at the various “stations” they are assigned to. 

Some are assigned to welcome Guests as they 

come in the door, and to remind them to wear 

masks. Some are assigned to our registration desk, 

where all Guests are formally signed in. Over half 

of the volunteers serve at the different food 

distribution stations, helping Guests select the 

items that they will put in their shopping bins. 

Some volunteers are assigned to look after those 

Extreme Heat Shelter 

On April 22 our Board of Elders gave the “go 

ahead” for Sevenoaks to enter into another 

ministry partnership this summer that will 

help us to respond, in Christ’s name, to one 

of the practical material needs of our 

homeless community. During the months of 

June, July and August, we will be making 

part of our parking lot available for an 

organization called the Cedar Outreach 

Society to set up a large enclosed tent 

which is designed to serve as an Extreme 

Heat Shelter. This shelter will be provided 

for members of the homeless community 

who have nowhere that they are welcome 

to go during the afternoon - on those 

summer days when high temperatures, high 

UV index levels, and high humidity levels 

make it uncomfortable and unsafe to stay 

outdoors for prolonged periods of time. 

The Cedar Outreach Society was created by 

the Abbotsford Police Department as a 

social assistance agency whose mandate is 

to respond to the opioid overdose crisis, and 

the problem of homelessness in the city, 

with methods that are more effective than 

just employing a criminal law enforcement 

approach. 

bins, handing out new ones to our Guests as they 

come into the room, and then retrieving and 

sanitizing them after the Guests have finished 

using them. Finally, a half-dozen volunteers serve 

at the end of the “shopping line,” near the exit, to 

assist Guests with getting their food all bagged up, 

and to assist them with carry-out as well them out 

as well. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who did such a 

great job on our opening night. If you are 

interested in joining our volunteer team, or in 

learning more about this ministry, please contact 

Pastor Brian at brobertson@sevenoaks.org or call 

the church office at 604.853.0757. 

mailto:brobertson@sevenoaks.org
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Mini-Alpha 

The Covid-19 pandemic has disrupted our ability to hold the 

Alpha course as a series of weekly in-person gatherings.  Earlier 

this year, plans were laid for us to offer an online Alpha course 

using the video-conferencing platform Zoom, but we ended up 

having too few registrations to make it feasible to run.  Lately, 

however, a few people have come forward to express interest, 

and Pastor Jack is going to try something new by working 

through the Alpha course materials with a handful of people in 

a small group format.  

We are not likely going to be in a position to put up a public 

offering of the Alpha Course again until sometime in the fall, at 

the earliest.  But if you know someone who is interested in 

Alpha Course, or just interested in learning more about the 

Christian faith, encourage them to give Jack a call. 

 

Engagement in Missions! 

Usually when we talk about the importance of “engagement 
in missions” we aren’t talking about getting engaged to get 
married. But that is exactly what has happened to Katie 
Bowler, who is one of our Alliance Canada Seamless Link 
partners. Katie has been living in Senegal for the last two or 
three years, where she has been doing work with the Fulani 
and Wolof people. She was 
the guest speaker at one of 
our Sunday morning 
worship services at the 
beginning of January of last 
year.   In mid-March of this 
year Katie announced to her 
circle of friends and 
supporters that she had 
gotten engaged. Her fiancé 
is an international worker 
with YWAM (Youth With a 
Mission) who serves in 

Myanmar. They will get married in Senegal on May 22. 

The sad news for us is that, after a great deal of prayer and 
deliberation, the young couple are charting a way forward 
together which involves having Katie leave her position as 
an International Worker with Alliance Canada, and seek to 
join YWAM. As of the end of May, Katie will no longer be an 
International Worker with Alliance Canada, and will 
therefore no longer be one of our Seamless Link partners. 
We are sad to be ending our relationship with her after such 
a relatively short period of time, but are excited for her as 

she explores the next chapter that God has in mind for her. 

Read Your Bible Better Course 

Reading the Bible is something we know we 
should do and something we probably all want to 

do more of. But sometimes it can be difficult. 
Have you ever tried starting, but found yourself 
with more questions than answers? Where do I 

start? Why are there so many different 
translations? Or maybe... 

www.sevenoaks.org  

 

https://www.sevenoaks.org/events/read-your-bible-better-course/2021-05-18
https://www.sevenoaks.org/events/read-your-bible-better-course/2021-05-18
https://www.sevenoaks.org/events/read-your-bible-better-course/2021-05-18
http://www.sevenoaks.org
https://www.sevenoaks.org/events/read-your-bible-better-course/2021-05-18
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Canadian Pacific District Conference 

 

Alliance Canada is divided into a series of six 

regional Districts spread across the country. 

Sevenoaks is a member church of the Canadian 

Pacific District. Every second year Alliance Canada 

holds a large national General Assembly, which is 

attended by representatives from Alliance churches 

nationwide. But every other year, when General 

Assembly is not held, each of the six Districts holds 

their own smaller District Conferences. This year 

the District Conference for the Canadian Pacific 

District will take place on Wednesday, May 19. It 

will take place virtually, and members of our 

Pastoral Staff will attend. 

The theme title for this year’s District Conference 

will be  re[new]ed  (see graphic), and this year’s 

event will involve a significant milestone. Errol 

Rempel, who has been the District Superintendent 

for the Canadian Pacific District for the past eight 

years, is concluding his second and final 4-year 

term in that position this summer, and will be 

replaced by a new District Superintendent. Errol 

was, of course, the Lead Pastor here at Sevenoaks 

from 2005 until 2013, prior to becoming the 

District Superintendent. The person whose name is 

being put forward for election as our new District 

Superintendent is Mark Peters, who has served as 

the Lead Pastor at North Shore Alliance Church for 

the last 13 years. 

Introducing ... Alliance Canada 

One of the small disadvantages of 

belonging to a Christian and Missionary 

Alliance church is that the whenever you 

need to tell someone what denomination 

your local church belongs to, your only two 

options are 

a) to say “the seeyenemay” (the C&MA), 

much too quickly for people to 

understand, or 

b) to say “the Christian and Missionary 

Alliance in Canada,” much too slowly for 

people to be willing to wait around for 

you to finish! 

For this reason, and for a few other reasons 

as well, our denomination has decided to 

rebrand itself much more simply as 

“Alliance Canada.” The legal name of the 

denomination is still “The Christian and 

Missionary Alliance in Canada,” but “Alliance 

Canada” is the everyday name that the 

national office is now using for all of its 

communications and publications. 

 

 

Alliance Canada 2020 Annual Report 

What kind of year 

was 2020 for our 

denomination? If 

you are interested 

in learning more 

about Alliance 

Canada and what 

we were doing 

together as a 

national 

denominational 

church family last 

year, you should 

consider visiting the Alliance Canada 

website ( cmacan.org/annual-report ) and 

taking a look at the recently published 2020 

Annual Report. 
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AGM Results 

Thank you to everyone who participating in 
our “mail-in” Annual General Meeting this 
year. Ballots were cast by nearly half of the 
members of our church who are eligible to 
vote, which would be a high participation 
rate even in a normal year. We look forward 
to next year, when we hope to be in a posi-
tion to resume holding our Annual General 
Meetings live and in person. 

Meanwhile, we can confirm that the follow-
ing results have been achieved: 

 The 2020 Annual Report and the 2020 Fi-
nancial Statements were received. 

 The 2021 Budget was approved, and the 
accounting firm of Grant Thornton was 
once again appointed as our external Fi-
nancial Reviewers. 

 Charlotte Hanik, Dianne Doerksen and 
Marilyn Young were appointed to our 
Nominating Committee for next year. 

 Cal Brandt, Brian Carson, James Gordon, 
Tore Jorgensen, and Keith Snider were 
elected as Elders. 

2021-2022 Board of Elders 
Sevenoaks Alliance Church 

How Long, Oh Lord? 
 

Back in March we all passed a regrettable milestone, 

as we marked the first anniversary of the first big 

“lockdown” associated with the Covid-19 pandemic. 

In mid-May we will reach another heart-breaking 

milestone. 

The last time we were able to lawfully hold an indoor 

worship gathering was on November 15th of 2020. 

During a brief four- or five-day window of hope that 

was opened up for us in late March, it looked like we 

might be able to have indoor services at Easter, and 

then throughout April. But then the average daily 

count for new infections in the Province leapt up, and 

the Province had to suspend its plans to let us re-

open. Last week the Public Health Officer announced 

that the earliest we could see any lifting of 

restrictions would be after the Victoria Day long 

weekend. 

We won’t be holding indoor in-person worship 

services on Sunday, May 16, and at that point we will 

have been shut down for a full six months. Prior to 

last March, many of us had spent a large portion of 

our lives, if not the entirety of our lives, anchoring 

our week every week with regular Sunday attendance 

at live worship services. For a people for whom 

gathering to worship has always been such a mainstay 

of our spiritual (and social) lives, six months without 

gathering has been a very long time. 

For those of us who are involved in leadership in the 

church one of the most frustrating realities that we 

have had to adapt to is that we cannot tell you when 

things are going to change. We don’t know when we 

are going to be able - once again - to gather indoors 

and worship. 

But what we do know is that God knows. And what 

we also know is that our God is a God who lets His 

people ask Him the tough question. And so it is okay 

for our voices to echo the voices of the Psalmists and 

the Prophets, who so often asked … 

How Long, Oh Lord? 

Position Elder Term Ends 

Board    
Executive 

Committee 

Lead Pastor Jamie Fox n/a 

Board Chair Bert Doerksen 2022 

Vice-Chair Les Stobbe 2022 

Treasurer Ken Silen 2022 

Secretary Gord Mosey 2022 

  

 

Gord Carpenter 2022 

Tore Jorgensen 2023 

James Gordon 2023 

Brian Carson 2023 

Cal Brandt 2024 

Keith Snider 2024 
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Midwives, Mothers, and Moses 
As was mentioned earlier on in this newsletter, 

we will soon be starting a three-month sermon 

series on the life of Moses.  As it happens, Pastor 

Jamie will be launching that series on Mothers’ 

Day.  And this is not a coincidence, for the story 

of Moses rather famously starts with the dramatic 

circumstances surrounding his birth.  

God himself is the subject matter of the Bible, but 

particular books and stories within the Bible have 

their particular “heroes.”  Moses is obviously the 

“hero” of the story in Exodus.  But he isn’t the 

hero in every chapter of Exodus.  In Chapter 1, 

which is where Pastor Jamie will start out our 

journey with Moses on May 9, the heroes of the 

story are the brave midwives who find a way to 

defy Pharoah’s order that no newborn male 

Hebrew babies are to be permitted to live. 

The hero of Chapter 2 of the Book of Exodus is 

Moses’ mother.  Her brief appearance in the story 

of her son’s life offers us an exemplar of the fierce 

protectiveness, the unflappable bravery, and the 

unfathomably unselfish love that many mothers 

(when at their best) are renowned for. Moses 

ought not to have lived to reach the age of three 

months.  Moses ought not to have survived being 

floated out into the waters of the Nile in a reed 

basket.  It was God who ensured that Moses 

would live to grow into a man … and come to 

serve as God’s instrument to free his people from 

captivity.  But God’s instruments in keeping the 

baby Moses alive in the first place were the 

midwives who refused to kill him at birth, and the 

mother who gave him up to a river in order to 

save his life. 

And here is perhaps the most amazing thing about 

Moses’ mother.  Very few of us know her name.  

Do you?  Don’t feel bad if you don’t.  Her name 

was Jochebed.  We don’t learn this until Exodus 

Chapter 6, and it is one of those bits of 

information that seems to have fallen into the 

category of Bible trivia.  But this too seems to be 

“on brand” in terms of what we know about many 

mothers – that they do not do what they do in 

order to attain attention and praise.  For many 

mothers, loving and serving their children is its 

own reward.  And for many of the faithful and 

godly women who we meet in the Bible -  and in 

our lives - loving and serving God is its own 

reward as well.  It is right that we have a day set 

aside each year to honour such women. 
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Season of Discernment 

In January of 2020, at a Special General Meeting that was held here at Sevenoaks, the members of our 
church family passed a motion which called on the leadership of the church to lead us, as a church family, 
into a season of reading, study, discussion, prayer and discernment. The purpose of this season of discern-
ment would be to prepare ourselves to decide together, as a local church body, whether we want to open 
up eligibility for election to our Board of Elders to all members of our church, including women. The pan-
demic lockdowns over the last 14 months or so have contributed to a delay in getting that process started, 
but on Sunday, April 25, Pastor Jamie announced that we are finally ready to begin that six-month season of 
discernment. 

Over the upcoming months we will be providing you with a series of resources for all of you to use - individu-
ally or as couples, as families or as small groups – as you study and discuss and reflect on and pray about 
what the Scriptures have to say - and what the Holy Spirit is saying to us - about this important issue. Two of 
those resources are ready for you to start using right away. 

Resource Package  We have created a 22-page Resource Package which contains all of the 
basic information that you need in order to understand and frame the process that we are un-
dertaking and the questions that we are exploring. Pastor Jamie has asked everyone in our 
church family to read this first document. If you are receiving a printed copy of this newsletter 
in the mail, we have enclosed a copy of the Resource Package for you to read. If you are re-
ceiving this newsletter by e-mail, you will find a button there that will open up a PDF copy of 
the Resource Package for you to read, download and/or print at your convenience. We also have additional 
“hard copies” of the Resource Package that you can pick up at the church office, if you desire to do so. 

Theological Reader  For those of you who want to engage more deeply with the issues of scriptural inter-
pretation which must inform any discussion of the role of women in church leadership, we are 
also making available a Theological Reader. This 60-page document contains reprints of four 
articles written by leading Bible scholars/theologians on the topic that we are looking at, and 
which reflect different major interpretations of what scripture has to say on the issue. We 
have attached a PDF copy of that reader to the e-mail version of this newsletter as well. Any-
one who wants to can pick up a printed copy at the church office. 

Later this spring, we will be making two more resources available for your use: 

Selected Books for Loan In the Resource Package Pastor Jamie has included a bibliography which lists nine 
additional articles and books on this topic that you and/or you small group might want to read over the 
spring and summer months. For your convenience, we are arranging to have our library purchase several 
copies of several of these books, and starting sometime in early May (stay tuned!) we will have those availa-
ble for people to sign out on loan from the church office. 

Video Teaching Series  We are currently working on the production of a series of five 45- to 60-minute 
teaching videos that we plan to be able to make available to you through our church website starting in ear-
ly June. These videos will feature teaching sessions that we have are having put together for us by  long-
time Alliance Pastor and Seminary Professor (Regent College, Carey Hall) Ken Radant. They will be an excel-
lent additional resource for members of the Sevenoaks family to access individually, and ideally suited for 
use by our various Gospel Communities and other small groups as a tool for studying these issues together. 

More information will be forthcoming about when we expect to be able to release these additional re-
sources, and about the events that we hope to be able to put on in the fall, as we continue on this journey 
together. 



Contact Information 
 

Sevenoaks Alliance Church 
2575 Gladwin Road 

Abbotsford BC  V2T 3N8 
Office hours: M-Th 830am-430pm 

 

Help us keep your information current.    
Contact Tammy at the church office or      

email ttoews@sevenoaks.org 

Financial Giving 
 
 

Cheerful, sacrificial giving is part of our life in Christ, 

an act of worship to the living God & an expression of 

trust in Him. Your generosity helps us fulfill our vision 

of knowing Jesus & making Him known.  
 

 

Online via Tithe.ly 

Make a secure, one-time donation or set up a recur-

ring gift to the church using Tithe.ly. Use a credit card 

& designate where you want your gift to go.  
 

Online Banking 

There are 2 ways to give through your financial       

institution’s online banking site: 

1. Bill Payment 

Add Sevenoaks Alliance Church as a payee. Note your 

offering envelope number as your account number.  

2. E-Transfer 

Add life@sevenoaks.org as a payee. Enter the 

amount you want to give & make up a security    

question. Then be sure to send the security question 

answer for the  e-transfer in a separate email to 

life@sevenoaks.org so that we can accept it. 
 

Cheque 

Make a cheque payable to Sevenoaks Alliance 

Church. Ensure that your name or offering envelope 

number is clear for tax receipt purposes. Place the 

completed cheque in an envelope & mail or bring it 

to the church office. 
 

Thank you for supporting the ministry of Sevenoaks Church! 
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R O O F  C A M P A I G N  U P D A T E  

I would like to express a deep appreciation 

to everyone who has given to the Main 

Auditorium roof campaign to date. Thank 

you for your generosity and faithfulness; we 

have just passed the half way mark! 

 

Project cost:     $160,000 

Given to date:  $80,545  

Thankfully, 

Pastor Jamie 

Year-to-Date 

General Fund Giving Report 

As of March 31, 2021 
 

Actual Donations:  $189,464 

Required per Budget: $268,561 

Deficit:           $ 79,097 


