Mark 1 14-45





The Life and Times of…

Your assignment is to find someone in the group that you are not that familiar with and interview each other using three of the questions below.  After everyone is finished you will be asked to give the group a brief introduction to the person you interviewed using the information you were able to glean.

1) If this person could vacation anywhere in the world, where would they go?

2) What are this person’s hobbies—what do they do in their spare time?

3) What is this person’s favourite TV show?

4) What is this person’s favourite type of food?

5) What is this person’s favourite holiday or time of year?

6) What is this person’s middle name and why don’t (or do) they use it?

“King Jesus Rules”
Mark 1:14-45

Introduction

In last week’s study of the beginning of Mark’s gospel we were given a picture of the Old Testament backdrop and the attention getting messenger John who primary role was to pave the way for the long-awaited hero.  In the section we are studying today the hero takes centre stage, announcing and illustrating the arrival of God’s kingdom and calling people to join him in carrying out God’s agenda of radical reform.     

Discussion Questions
1) Where did you go the first time you really “left home” and why?  

2) Read Mark 1:14-20.  What “good news” does Jesus announce?  What kind of response to this “good news” does he call for and why?

3) Why do you think people like Simon & Andrew, James and John were willing to leave their day jobs to follow Jesus?  What would/did you have to leave behind to follow Jesus?  

4) Read Mark 1:21-28.  Where does Jesus’ choose to start his campaign?
  Why might he have chosen to start here given some of his other options?    

5) What was it about Jesus that captivated his audience and prompted news about him to “spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee?  What was it about Jesus that first got your attention?

6) Read Mark 1:29-34.  Where does Jesus go next?  What else does he do in addition to what he has already done?  What kind of response(s) does he get?  

7) You’ve been following Jesus from morning (v.21) until “after sunset” (v.32).  As you pull into you’re driveway your neighbour, whose been noticing a radical change in your schedule, asks, “What’s up?”  How do you respond?   

8) Read Mark 1:35-39.  What does this scene tell us about Jesus agenda and that of his followers?  Who do you relate with most in this scene and why?

9) Read Mark 1:40-45.  What would have struck you during this episode if you were: (a) Jesus, (b) the man with leprosy, (c) an observer, (d) the priest—v.44, (e) someone who heard about it—v.45?

10)  What priorities or changes to your agenda could you see Jesus’ calling you to make this coming week to join him in what he is doing and wants done in the world?  

� For further info see Matt. 4:15; John 1:46; 7:52 as well as “Galilee” in a Bible Dictionary.
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