	
“Jesus, Our Provider”
Mark 6:30-56
Introductory Question
Q – After a busy day, how do you like to unwind?

Discussion Questions
1) Read Mark 6:30-44.  Where does Jesus send his disciples after they return from their mission trip and why (v. 31)?  What does it look like to “rest a while” with Jesus?

2) How does Jesus’ response to the crowd (v.34)[footnoteRef:1] compare with that of the disciples (v.36)? Why? [1:   See OT references of God’s desire for godly shepherds (Numbers 2715-17; Ezek. 3423; Jer. 231-4).] 


3) Why would Jesus tell his disciples, “You give them something to eat” (v.37)?  What do you think of the disciples’ response?

4) As a disciple, what would you be thinking and feeling as you gathered up the leftovers (cf. 6:52)?  As you reflected on the day’s events would you have any new insights or questions (cf. Ex. 16)?

5) When and how have you experienced God’s unexpected provision? 


6) Mark 6:45-56.  How did the day finish up for Jesus and for his disciples? What do you think each of them was thinking or praying about?

7) What new challenge do the disciples encounter along the way and how do they respond?  Why does Jesus leave them out in the boat most of the night and then plan to only “pass by them”?[footnoteRef:2] [2:   “Passing by (parerchomai) is an important OT motif. It is a technical term for an epiphany, for God ‘passing by.’ When God ‘passes by’ it is not a sign of unconcern or noninvolvement; it is a sign of caring presence.” (Geddert,152) See the story in Exodus 33:15-23 when God “passes by” Moses to assure him of his ongoing presence. ] 


8) How did the disciples respond to seeing Jesus walking on the lake (vv.49-50)?  Why?

9) What reason does Mark give for their amazement (v.52)?  What were the disciples supposed to understand from Jesus miracle on the land and how should they have applied that on the lake (remember also Mark 4:35-41)?  Do you understand?

10) Where were Jesus and the disciples heading (v.45) and where do they actually land (v.53)?  How does Jesus respond to yet another adjustment (v.31, v.48) to his scheduled plans and why?[footnoteRef:3] [3:   See Psalm 103:13; Lamentations 3:22-24; Luke 6:36. ] 


11) What insight, promise, or challenge are you going to take home today?


