		
“Tradition, tradition! Tradition?”
Mark 7
All of us are influenced by traditions of one sort or another—even those of us who have made it a tradition not to put too much stock in them! But at what point do traditions lose their value or even become counterproductive? When do following religious rituals become a substitute for truly following God? In this study Jesus has some harsh words for the Pharisees and their criticism of his disciples over their traditions.  See if you can uncover the reason for Jesus’ harsh response.

Introductory Question
Q – What religious or family traditions did you grow up with?  Have you carried them on?  Why or why not?

Discussion Questions
1) Read Mark 7:1-23.  What is the primary issue being debated by Jesus and the Pharisees here?[footnoteRef:1]  Why does it seem to be such a contentious issue?   [1:  In a time of Covid, we have a new appreciation for the importance of handwashing, but the reasons the Pharisees for their handwashing tradition was more ceremonial & symbolic than hygienic. ] 


2) What specific complaints does Jesus raise against the Pharisees’ approach to tradition (vv.6-13)

3) What sorts of traditions do we observe today that get in the way of really honoring God?

4) How does Jesus view of becoming impure compare/contrast with that of the Pharisees (vv. 14-23)?

5) In what ways do we sometimes emphasize outward appearance over internal reality?

6) Many of “the traditions of the elders” (oral tradition) were embellishments on the Old Testament ceremonial law,[footnoteRef:2] that served to distinguish/separate Jews from Gentiles. How does Jesus’ standard of purity/cleanness cut across the traditional Jew-Gentile distinctions? [2:  For example, while the OT law required “Aaron and his sons” (priests) to wash their hands and feet prior to entering the Tabernacle (Ex. 30:19-21; 40:12), “the tradition of the elders” (Mk 73) expanded it to be required of all Jews.] 


7) Read Mark 7:24-30. What barriers does the Canaanite woman cross to seek Jesus’ help? 

8) Jesus responds to the woman’s request with a mini-parable about children, bread and dogs (vv.24-27). In your own words, what is Jesus’ saying?

9) What about the woman’s response was surprising and praiseworthy? 

10) Read Mark 7:31-37. The healing of the deaf man happens in the same area where Jesus had liberated the Gerasene demoniac (51-20) and people has asked Jesus to leave (517). How much of a role do you think that man’s witness (520) played in the response Jesus’ gets now? 

11) What is unusual about this healing? Why do you think Jesus wants him “not to tell anyone”?

12) How does Jesus extend God’s kingdom to Gentiles in ch. 7 (i.e. in principle & in practice)? 

13) What is the main take-away in this chapter for you?

