
“Meeting Jesus”
Mark 1:1-13

Introduction

Jesus Christ is easily the most important figure that has ever appeared in the history of humankind.  Whatever people’s view of him may be (and opinions vary widely), the fact remains that the life and teachings of Jesus have influenced the course of human history more than any other person who has ever lived.  

But Jesus’ significance and influence weren’t immediately apparent.  In a world where people tend to focus their attention on the lives of the rich and famous, we should not be surprised that the life of a traveling preacher in an obscure corner of the Roman Empire failed to find its way into the writings of Roman historians.
  But not everyone missed the significance of what was going on in the Jewish corner of the empire.  His earliest followers, the gospel writers included, wanted everyone to know that someone had come and done something that had altered the course of life and history forever.    

Discussion Questions
1) What various responses do people give to the question, “Who is Jesus”?  Why? 

2) Read Mark 1:1-8.  What does Mark immediately say about who Jesus is (v.1) and what hints do we have about Mark’s purpose in writing this “gospel”?

3) Mark begins his introduction to Jesus (vv.2-3) with some ancient quotations from the Old Testament prophets.  What is purpose or role of the predicted “messenger”?  

4) Who did Mark and the Jewish people of his day identify as this long-promised messenger (v.4)?  How do you think they were able to recognize/identify him?

5) What did John do to “prepare the way”?  What was unique about John’s work and in what ways, if any, is it a model for us?

6) Read Mark 1:9-13.  What happens to Jesus at his baptism and why?  Did you experience anything significant at your baptism?

7) Where does “the Spirit” send Jesus and why?

8) What “desert” experience(s) have you had in your life?  What lesson(s), if any, did you learn?

� The Roman historian Tacitus refers very briefly to Jesus, and then only by way of explanation of the name of the “Christians” who were put to death by Emperor Nero.  Among Jewish historians, Josephus makes a reference to Jesus describing him as a miracle-worker who was put to death by Pilate and later reappeared to his disciples.


� While Mark’s brief description of John in verse 6 may seem strange and unique, the closing verses of their scriptures (Malachi 45-6) contain God’s promise to “[re]send the prophet Elijah” and John dresses just like Elijah did (see 2 Kings 18).  In other words, John looks & sounds like the promised Elijah who would prepare people for God’s return.





