
Desert Cross Lutheran Church 

Gilbert Chamber Meeting  
March 9th, 2021 

Attendees: 

Council Chamber Pastors 

Angela Nannenga 3/3—P Nancy Zine (worship 1 of 3)—P Andrea Cain—A 

Patrick Jennett 2/3—A John Hughes (finance/stewardship 3 of 3)—P Thaddeus Book—P 

 
Deborah Gabrielson (Mission & Outreach 1 of 3)—P 

 

 
Rosemary Schlechty (Education 1 of 3)—A 

 

 
Susan Johnston (facilities 3 of 3)—A 

 

 
Deb Christiansen (Hospitality 2 of 3)—A 

 

 
Kelly Kaiser Borning (Communication 2 of 3)—P 

 

• New terms begin at the adjournment of the May meeting 

 
Devotions: Deborah Gabrielson 
Approval of Agenda and minutes 
Motion for Approval of Agenda (March) and Minutes (February) :  Motion made by John, seconded by 
Nancy.  Motion approved. 

 
Old Business: 
Dogs 4 Vets update: Not much new to report since special Chamber Meeting.  Angela picked out 3 
choices for countertops and it was later narrowed down to 1. It’s a color that will hide stains and 
imperfections well.  Flooring has been selected. picked out. The floor has been dug up to put in the 
plumbing. John reports that the contractor is doing a nice job getting things done and they are doing 
quality work. Plumbing, air conditioning, and the dry wall are all in.  FiIre/sprinklers certifications are a 
bit of a hold-up which affects wiring and ceiling work.  Spraying, textures, and painting walls soon will 
begin are starting soon. Contractors are working every day, Monday - Friday.  Doug and John talked 
about getting a mini-pod to store “stuff” that needs to be salvaged. We will need storage (as a church) 
so due to limited space, we will need to decide what we need to/should keep. Dogs-4-Vets have signed a 
lease for 3 years with an option for a 4th year.  

 
Construction has started on Lindsay road (interchange).  

 
Succession of Chamber members:  Nancy is on the nominating committee.  Send her emails with 
suggestions for people to support the chamber.  Open positions are council representative, finance, and 
facilities.  

 
Reports: 
Council report: Angela reported that the council discussed the PPP forgiveness.  Doug was told the 
government was “taking a break” from receiving the paperwork for this, so it will be submitted when 
they are taking it again. It is believed it will be forgiven. Doug has been continually following up with 



Chase Bank as the information they tell him keeps changing.  The council also discussed the Gilbert 
construction project (above).  A new PPP loan was discussed.  The first attempt/submission (for 
$175,000) was rejected due to incomplete paperwork.  John mentioned it has been rejected three times 
now. Chase Bbank is objecting to the amount/payroll. Chase may only accept up to $117,500.  Doug is 
following up regularly on this. Other banks/credit unions may be helpful to look into as a better option 
for this loan.  March 31st is the deadline to be submitted and approved for this loan. Pastor Thadd 
reported that the ELCA Ccredit Uunion has been supportive and helpful in this process and may be a 
good alternative to Chase Bank. 

 
Pastor’s report: Pastor Thadd reported that conversations have continued on how the live streaming 
worship services have been going.  Each week they learn how to make it better!  Pastor Thadd has been 
talking to families about baptisms (may happen at the end of the live stream services).  March 28th may 
be the first baptism.  Town of Gilbert asked about our church being a drop site (March 26/27) for Gilbert 
Feeding Families.  They need volunteers Friday and Saturday (12 hours each day) to help guide people 
and donations. They will also provide a list of items/food that they are looking for 
donations.  Discussions on how to provide Easter Worship services are starting.  

 
Finance report: John reported about the PPP loan (which he discussed above) and that we need even 
the minimum that we could get. He also reported on the annual report - giving over the last year has 
dropped off dramatically. To qualify for the PPP loan, we have to demonstrate that our income has 
dropped 25% or more.  Giving from 2019 to 2020 is down $130,000. By the end of February, we may be 
down $50,000 for this year (2021).  Trends for expenses and giving is continuing to represent an overall 
loss. The congregation probably needs to hear about the impact the pandemic has had on the church. 
Summer months always have a decline in giving/income so we need to be proactive now. Deb asked 
about membership (people leaving or coming to our church).  John reported it is difficult to say at this 
time. From the stewardship perspective, we are assuming that we will remain in a virtual environment 
for the near future.  “Lives Cconnecting, Hhopes Pprojecting” is the themefocus for 2021 stewardship to 
tie back to reconnecting people with the church. 

 
Committee reports: No new reports were received.  Deb Gabrielson reported that the Mission & 
Outreach met and discussed doing things together (similar to what John reported with “Lives 
Cconnecting, Hhopes Pprojecting”).  

 
New Business: Angela wanted to check in to make sure everyone is still feeling supported during this 
virtual (disconnected) time. Let her or the pastors know if support is needed. Nancy also asked checked 
with Pastor Thadd on if he’s feeling supported. He says he is, but is looking forward to having Sundays 
back in-person to connect (and meet) the congregation.  

 
Closing: 
Prayer Concerns:  Kelly asked for prayers for husband Terry’s step-father who was in the hospital 2 
weeks ago and has since been diagnosed with 3rd nerve palsy, and for his father who is currently in ICU 
after suffering a major stroke (both in Minnesota). Angela reported that Peyton has been accepted to 
Seattle’s program for cancer treatment trial/research study. Patrick’s baby was born Sunday! Violet - a 
healthy baby girl. Prayers for continued health of mom and baby. 

 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Thadd.  
Adjourned: Deb G made the motion to adjourn, John seconded this motion. Chamber passed the 
motion. Adjourned at 8:20 pm.  



 
Devotions next month: Deborah Christensen 

 
Distribution:  
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            Deborah Gabrielson  Kelly Kaiser Borning    Doug Bjotvedt 
            Rosemary Schlechty 

 

 


