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Commentary on the Book of Titus 

 

Coalition for Christ 
 
 

1:1-4  Background: Before we dive into this letter, we must try to determine some background 
information. Who wrote it, who it was written to, when it was written, what is the historical context, 
and why it was written. The why will be seen next class, but tonight we’ll see the other four: author, 
audience, when, and historical context. Whenever we study Scripture it is vital to come to this 
book as you would any other piece of writing...understanding its literary genre. Some books are 
poetical, meaning a lot of symbols. Some books are proverbial, with general truths. Some are 
historical, recounting events. And some are epistles, written letters to a particular audience. Staying 
within the literary genre will prevent false teaching and obscure views. As the golden rule of 
interpretation goes, take every word as its literal meaning unless the context dictates otherwise; or 
when the plain sense makes common sense, seek no other sense. With that being the case, the Book 
of Titus is an epistle, a letter written. So, as we understand letters of history, so too must we use 
the same methodology to understand this letter. So, it’s important to know who the author is, who 
the audience is, what’s going on, and when it’s written.  
 
Author: In this case, the author and audience is made quite clear. In verse 1 we read that Paul is 
writing, or at least dictating this letter. Then in verse 4 we see that it is addressed to Titus. Let’s 
understand some things about Paul and Titus. 
 
What do we know about Paul? He was not an original apostle, nor original disciple of Jesus Christ, 
for he was an accessory to the murder of Stephen in Acts 7. Also, he was on a rampage himself in 
Acts 8 seeking to bring “followers of the Way” to trial and imprisonment, or death. We also know 
that Paul took pride in who he was at that time, he records his Jewish prestige in Philippians 3:5-
6: circumcised according to the Law, of the stock of Israel, the tribe of Benjamin, a Pharisee 
concerning the Law, and zealous in persecuting the church. We also know that he was brought up 
under the tutelage of one of the most notable Rabbi’s of his day, Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). Paul was a 
Jewish and as devout as a Judaic Jew could be! But in verse 1 he doesn’t refer to any of that; rather 
he calls himself a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ. This is actually quite powerful, 
and we can see why back in Philippians 3:7-8, after his conversion he counted all that prestige as 
loss and as dung, saying it is far better to have Christ than prestige! 
 
First, the debate is whether or not he is truly an apostle. Well, first...yes, he is because God says 
so right here. But also, we need to see what is an apostle? Not according to Christendom but 
according to the word of God. We see the qualifications back in the passage of Acts 1:15-26 when 
Peter speaks about replacing Judas Iscariot’s position with another person. The qualifications that 
were necessary at that moment were, first, be a believer in Jesus Christ. Second, to be a witness to 
the life and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:22). Third, be chosen by God as an apostle (Acts 
1:24-26). Paul meets each of these criteria to be an apostle. In Acts 9 Paul is confronted with the 
risen, and ascended, Jesus Christ and is struck blind. He finds his way to a disciple of Jesus, 
Ananias, who is told by Jesus that Paul is chosen by Him to bring His message (Acts 9:10-16). 
During this event, Paul leaves his legalistic religion of Law and finds grace and freedom in Jesus 
Christ and receives eternal life. Clearly Paul meets the qualifications to be an apostle of Jesus 
Christ; he knew of his life and resurrection and was called by God. So, what is an apostle? Simply 
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put, it is a delegate or messenger with a specific call or mission to fulfill. This calling was only 
made for a select few whom God directly chosen to bear His witness.  
 
This was a calling that could’ve gotten to Paul’s head, just another notch to add to his list of 
prestige and accolades. But he doesn’t. In verse 1 he calls himself a servant of God. In the Greek 
it’s “slave.” In that day, a slave would be one who sold themselves for either providence, 
protection, or to repay a debt owed; a form of indentured servant. No longer Mr. Proud and 
Arrogant, Paul is a slave. Paul didn’t work “with” God, he didn’t “use” God to work. Paul worked 
“for” God and only “what” God told him to do. 
 
Realize the humility of Paul....one who for the better part of 20-30 years claimed to be a follower 
of Jehovah, and persecutor of the church and those that followed Jesus, now calls himself a slave 
of God, and an emissary of Jesus Christ. He admits his ignorance and his sin and clearly repents 
and towards the service of God and Jesus. 
 
Audience: So, Paul is having this letter delivered to Titus, as we seen is verse 4. We can know 
quite much about Titus from Scripture. First, Titus was a Greek, he was a Gentile (Galatians 2:3), 
and he was a Christian. Titus had a relationship in the Corinthian church, whether he was from 
there or frequented there, seen by Paul’s references about Titus to Corinth. Also, Titus was Paul’s 
partner and fellow-helper concerning the Corinthian church (2 Corinthians 8:23). Titus also most 
likely joined Paul back to Jerusalem for the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:1-2, Galatians 2:1-10). He 
was a close friend of Paul seen by Paul’s usage in 2 Corinthians where Paul had concern for Titus 
(2:13) and was later comforted when Titus came to him (7:6). Finally, in verse 4 we read that Paul 
calls Titus “mine own son.” This could mean two things; it could mean that Paul had led Titus to 
the Lord, or it could mean that Paul was discipling Titus. Either way, there was a strong 
relationship between these two men. 
 
Realize, what Paul says in verse 4, mine own son after the common faith. He doesn’t say, after 
my faith, the faith of the Jews, rather it’s the same faith that they share. Once looked upon as a 
dog, uncircumcised, Paul now looks at him as family. 
 
Mystery Person: There is a third person in this letter, one that is hidden to most people who read 
this letter. This would be the letter carrier. Paul wrote this letter and had it hand delivered to Titus 
in the island of Crete. Realize, this is a very dangerous job! Not only are you a hated religious 
group in the Roman territory, but you’re hated by the Jews as well. Also, there are robbers and 
murderers, along with treacherous journeys. Delivering this letter would not be a safe mission, but 
someone had to do it.  
 
That goes to show that no matter what you are doing for God, whether you are seen or whether 
you are in the shadows, any ministry done for God is noted by God. Never grow weary of receiving 
glory here when you’ll get the glory by the Glorious One! 
 
Date: Now that we know the who, we can determine the “when.” The “when” is important because 
it can provide insight into the historical context. Knowing the who, the when can be narrowed 
down to a window. One major event within Jewish history is the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70. Jewish 
writers would be quite pressed to record any piece of that tragedy in their letters and that is one 
piece to determine when an epistle is written. Also, the death of certain people reveals when a 
book would be written. For instance, if a book refers to Peter as to still alive, then we know it’s 
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before Peter’s death. If a Pauline letter makes reference to an arrest, then we can assume it’s after 
one of Paul’s arrests. If an individual is introduced historically in the book of Acts, we can assume 
that it is after that event in Acts. 
 
With this information, there is a general time period of when this letter is believed to have been 
written. William MacDonald posits it between 64-66 AD. John Walvoord places the writing 
between 63-64 AD. Robert Wilkin places it around 63 AD. It could be either of these dates because 
we know it’s after Paul’s second missions trip (56-60 AD) when he met Titus. After his first arrest 
(61-62 AD) and most likely before his second (67 AD). The reason for this is because Paul’s 
second imprisonment was prior to another historical event, the Great Fire of Nero in AD64. 
Though Nero is said to be blamed for the fire, Nero sought out all Christians and used this fire as 
a way to murder these followers. The fact that Paul is within Rome’s authority before Nero’s severe 
persecution seems to put this prior to 65 AD when that persecution was severe. I would be 
comfortable placing this letter around 63-64 AD. 
 
So, Paul writes this letter to Titus around 63-64 AD, and has it delivered to him on the island of 
Crete. Now that the background information is done, let’s exegete. Realize that these first four 
verses are a common greeting or opening of the letter in Paul’s day. There are many similarities 
between this opening, and the opening of most other Pauline epistles. 
 
1:1  Paul states he is an apostle and servant according to the faith of God’s elect. There is a 
debate as to how the Greek word kata is to be translated and understood. Some translations have 
this verse as saying “to further the faith” (NIV), “for the faith” (NASB), “for the sake of the faith” 
(ESV), or “to build up the faith” (HCSB). This rendering would reveal Paul’s purpose of being an 
apostle and servant....”to further the faith” or “to build up the faith.” I have spent a few hours 
studying only this preposition kata to determine how I believe it should be rendered, because the 
English rendering doesn’t reveal that to me. Kata is present in each of the three pastoral epistles: 
1 Timothy 1:1, 2 Timothy 1:1, and here in Titus 1:1. In 1 Timothy 1:1, it is used as “by the 
commandment” and 2 Timothy 1:1 as “according to the promise of life.” Each of those times it 
seems clear that kata is not translated in regards to a purpose but rather as its basic definition, in 
accordance with, or in agreement; “[in accordance with] the commandment” (1 Timothy 1:1) or 
“[in accordance with] the promise of life” (2 Timothy 1:1). If Paul meant it to be rendered as a 
purpose of his apostleship, he could’ve used various Greek words such as eis (Titus 3:14, “for 
necessary uses”), gar (2 Timothy 4:11, “for he is profitable to me”), or pros (Ephesians 4:12, “for 
the perfecting of the saints”). Each of these Greek words identifies a purpose or reason. Therefore, 
since Paul’s usage of this word kata is found commonly used as according to, I believe it’s best to 
understand it as Paul is revealing that he is an apostle of God, a servant of Jesus Christ, according 
to, in accordance with, or in agreement with, the faith of God’s elect. This reveals that Paul’s faith 
is the same faith as God’s elect.  
 
And remember, this is a Jew speaking to a Gentile, whom he used to refer to as a dog, an 
uncircumcised pagan, and now they share in the same faith and the same Savior. Once looking 
down on the Gentile, now he is eye-to-eye with him because he realizes, as he pens in Ephesians 
4:6, that there is “one God, and Father of all.” They are brothers in Christ! 
 
Now, what, or who is Paul referring when he says he shares the faith of God’s elect? First let’s 
understand what God’s elect is not. Regardless of what the Calvinist teaches, God does not elect 
people unto salvation. God doesn’t elect people to eternal life. The Calvinist, so worried about the 
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sovereignty of God, removes all will of the person to volitionally choose to receive of reject the 
message of the Gospel. But if God truly chose all those who He wanted to be saved, then there are 
a few passages that need to be explained. First, why would John the Baptist, the forerunner of the 
Messiah, declare that Jesus takes away the sins of the world? (John 1:29). Second, why would 
Jesus tell people to believe if He knows those that don’t do not believe because God didn’t choose 
them to believe? (John 6:29) This would be a cruel offer of eternal life that He knows they never 
could accept because God never chose them. Finally, the Calvinist cannot fully explain 1 Timothy 
2:4, God “[desires] all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of truth.” How can this 
be God’s desire if God only elected some people? If God had the desire for all to be saved, then 
why did God not elect all people to be saved? The Calvinist position of Unconditional Election 
has many theological problems with it, not to mention it paints God as a cruel god who offers false 
hope to people that he had no intention of saving. That is not the God of the Bible! 
 
So, with what it cannot mean, what does it mean that it is according to the faith of God’s elect? 
There are three possible options that it could be in reference to. First, God’s elect could be in 
reference to Jesus Christ Himself. We read in Luke 23:35 where the crowd surrounding the cross 
questioned if Jesus was “the chosen of God.” Clearly, Jesus Christ is the Anointed, the Chosen, 
Elect of God, as the Savior of the world and Messiah to Israel. So, Paul’s faith could be according 
to faith in God’s elect, i.e. Jesus Christ. Jesus is the basis and object of his faith. A second option 
is possible, namely that God’s elect is the Jewish people, and that their faith, religion stems from 
the father Abraham. We read in 1 Peter when Peter writes to the Jewish dispersed exiles. Also, we 
read in the Old Testament that Israel is chosen of God to bear His name. So, this faith of God’s 
elect could be the faith that stems from Abraham and through the Jewish lineage. Or thirdly, which 
I alluded to earlier, is that it is a common reference to all Christians. Paul reveals this in numerous 
passages, to include Colossians 3:12, “put on therefore, as the elect of God.” We realize that in 
God’s omniscience He foreknew all those who would trust Jesus for salvation. And in this 
foreknowledge, He predestined those that believed to be conformed to the image of His son 
through sanctification and maturity. Ephesians chapter 1 reveals the blessings of obtaining eternal 
life through Jesus Christ. 
 
So, Paul is a servant and apostle, according to the faith, and according to the acknowledging of 
the truth, which is after godliness. Not only does Paul share in the common faith as Titus, and 
all Christians, but also that he shares in the same acknowledgement of truth. This means that 
Paul acknowledged the truthfulness of the Messiahship of Jesus Christ and his need for Him. Paul 
got saved the same way Titus got saved, by trusting in the finished work of Jesus on the cross for 
his sins. This acknowledgement of truth is after godliness. While Peter and Luke both also use 
this word, Paul’s only used of godliness is found within the Pastoral Epistles.  
 
The word “after” is the Greek kata, again we’re confronted with it’s meaning. We can see the 
common meaning, and the proper understanding that Paul has with “after” in Romans 8:1 when 
he writes “who walk not after the flesh.” The after, in Greek kata, reveals the same in accordance 
with that we understood earlier. So the faith of God’s elect and acknowledgement of the truth Paul, 
Titus, and you and I share, is in accordance with godliness, or reverence, piety.  
Basically, the acknowledgement of who God is, who Jesus is, who we are, and why we need Him. 
That is, realizing the worth of God and Jesus in our life, which led to our faith and the receiving 
of eternal life. Once someone comes to the realization of who God is and who we are 
(acknowledging of the truth), then they can find eternal life through Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross 
(faith of God’s elect). Sola Fide! 
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1:2-3  reveals that this leads to hope of eternal life. This hope isn’t a hope for something to happen, 
like we hope the Nashville Predators win the Stanley Cup. Or that we hope that we get a bonus for 
Christmas so we can put in a pool, but rather it is an expectation. We can expect, and take assurance 
in having eternal life, because God, which cannot lie, promised before the world began. A 
couple things to note here, first, the parenthetical statement “which cannot lie.” Paul is getting 
across the trustworthiness of God by revealing an absolute characteristic. It is impossible for God 
to lie, this is a truth that is repeated in Scripture (Numbers 23:19, 1 Samuel 15:29, and Hebrews 
6:17-18). This is intrinsic of the nature, essence of God, and is a revelation of His being. Just as 
God is love and grace, He is also truth. So, our hope of eternal life is only found in the promise of 
God, not in man, not in works. This counters the Reformed view that one must be fruitful to be a 
genuine Christian. Our eternal life is not predicated on evidence of self but rather predicated on 
the promise of God. And this eternal life is received just as simply as Jesus taught in John 3:16, 
belief on Jesus for salvation. But what is interesting is that God made this promise before the 
world began. To a finite human mind like ours, we cannot truly rationalize this statement but we 
trust its accuracy. That God, from eternity past, had a sovereign plan to create a people for Himself. 
To grant free-will, ability to love, ability to reflect His image. His omniscience knew that many 
would reject Him and therefore He provided a way for reconciliation, and that way through 
Himself as the incarnate Christ. Peter echoes this sentiment in 1 Peter 1:20. We must remember 
while we think linear in time, God is transcendent, outside time, and sees all at once. We can’t 
understand that simply because we are bound by time, but as James told the brethren at the 
Jerusalem Council, “known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world” (Acts 
15:18). 
 
Paul goes on to reveal that God hath in due times manifested his word through preaching. 
While God’s sovereign plan was to send Jesus as the Lamb of God, it was on His sovereign time. 
While it took about 4,000 years from the creation of the world to send Messiah, God knew exactly 
what He was doing and why He was doing it. Jesus came at the perfect time for an imperfect world, 
to ensure all His sovereign plans would come to pass. Trust that if you are praying for something, 
trust God’s timing. There is reason, purpose for a delay (in our eyes), that we will see when looking 
back. Whereas God spoke in times past through prophets to give revelation of Himself, now God 
sent Jesus to preach, or proclaim the message of the Kingdom to the world. And once Jesus died, 
resurrected, and ascended, Paul reveals that the same message to preach was committed unto 
[him] according to the commandment of God. Again, on God’s time. This Paul was a murdering 
Jew, claiming to kill in the name of God, and yet God was patient, loved Paul, and chose to use 
him to proclaim His message of goodness and love. This was according to Jesus’s command on 
the Damascus Road, that Paul became obedient to (Acts 9:15-16).  
And Paul uses an interesting word here committed, i the Greek it means entrusted. So, God, 
knowing Paul’s past, entrusted him with the most important message the world would ever have, 
the message of His Son! And God entrusts you and I with that same message. He desires for you 
and I to share this message to those around us so they may know the heights and depths of love 
that He has for all people, everywhere. 
 
 
1:4  Paul then concludes this passage with a common opening in His Pauline epistles, wishing him 
grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
However, there is something quite interesting found in the Pastoral Epistles. In 10 of Paul’s 13 
letters, he wishes grace and peace. Only in the 3 Pastoral Epistles does Paul add mercy to this list. 



7 
 

 
Open Door Baptist Church  |  1128 Oates Rd, Prattville, AL  |  www.odbaptist.com 

It is possible that Paul is emphasizing that those in leadership are in a greater need for mercy from 
others and God because of the position and having to live a life above reproach, as seen in the 
qualifications and characteristics found within 1 Timothy 3:1-13 and Titus 1:6-7. Anyone in 
leadership seems to have a constant, watchful eye on him or her from the public, and anything that 
individual does tends to be scrutinized. Paul, God, reveals that these in positions of influence, 
whether in the church, or in the community, need to receive mercy from others. And if we have 
people in positions of influence, we’d do well to try and grant mercy to those in these positions 
above us. 

 
1:5  We see the purpose of this letter, for this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set 
in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city. This is where the idea 
that Titus is a pastor of a church falls short, seen by Titus’s responsibility to appoint leadership in 
every city. First, let’s understand more about the location, Titus was left in Crete. According to 
Thayer’s Greek Lexicon, Crete was considered the “largest and most fertile island of the 
Mediterranean archipelago or Aegean Sea.” This island was 160 miles long while its width ranged 
from 7-35 miles wide. Crete also had 4 mountain ranges, with Mount Ida the most notable as 
according to Greek mythology, Mount Ida is the birthplace of Zeus. In the first century AD, it is 
revealed that the cult of Augustus and Roma had been practiced in the city of Gortyn, while the 
cult of the deified Cladius is seen in Knossos. Another cult, the cult of Asclepius, who was regarded 
as a god of healing, was confirmed in 18 locations. We also learn from Tacitus (Annals 4.21) that 
during the reign of Tiberius (14-37 AD), Crete was used for exiles from Rome.  
 
So, most notable of the time is that Crete is a pagan island. Though pagan, there is believed to be 
a Jewish influence at Crete during this first century. This is seen by the Cretians being present at 
the Feast of Weeks (Acts 2:11). History tells us that a Jewish colony flourished around 140 BC, 
enough so as to gain Roman protection. Philo records that “not only are the mainlands full of 
Jewish colonies but also the most highly esteemed of the islands, Euboia, Cyprus, and Crete” (Leg 
282). So Crete was a notable island with a modest amount of Jewish influence. 
 
Titus had a very tall task indeed! Not only would Titus be responsible for establishing and 
fortifying the local believers on a pagan island with a modest Jewish influence. Jewish influence 
of which was antagonistic to Christians. But he was responsible for every city. Around 63 AD, 
Titus would have been familiar with the classical poet Homer, and no doubt being there Titus, and 
the locals, would be familiar with Homer’s Iliad, who spoke of “Crete of the hundred cities” (Iliad 
2.649). While that statement most likely is a hyperbole, it no doubt points to the numerous cities 
that were located on the island. During the Hellenistic period, there were about 40 towns known, 
and around 20 towns are attested to in the Roman empire. Titus had a responsibility to possibly 
40-60 towns, or cities! And with no evidence of Roman roads and the mountain ranges, no doubt 
it was a treacherous journey! 
 
So, we know the location, what is the purpose? Well, the first purpose Titus gets into is to ordain 
elders. What is meant by the term “elder?” In the Greek it can mean: 1) one older in age, or 2) a 
position in the local church. Common sense reveals that one cannot appoint someone to be older 
in age, so Titus must mean the latter. Presbyter in the Greek, it is synonymous with overseer, or 
bishop (1:7). In its most rudimentary sense, an elder here is one who is a leader of the church, and 
one whom God holds accountable for the direction and stewardship of his church. God is a God 
of order and organization. 
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It’s similar to kids playing games, they all want to do their own thing, even though they are aiming 
for the same goal and outcome. More often than not, either everyone wants to be the leader or 
everyone wants to be the follower. But there is such a need for leaders and followers, and one 
cannot work without the other. 
 
We see God’s organization in angels. If God’s hierarchy is similar to what we know of medieval 
kingdoms, and I believe it is, those closest to the throne are higher in order. Closest to the throne, 
never leaving God’s side are the cherubim. Under them are the seraphim, and then the angels. We 
also see God’s hierarchy in the church, government, and family. Just as in the business world, 
accountability begins at the top.  
 
This position of being appointed as an elder is a position of stewardship of God, being in 
communion with God, to know the heart of God, and the direction of God, for the people of God 
to fulfill the will of God, for the glory of God. 
 
And before the leaders have it go to their head, remember, that leaders are directly under the 
authority of Jesus Christ. And as a leader, since more is given, more is required, and as such, will 
bring a stricter judgment during the bema seat. This position requires a fellowship with God and 
sense His mission for the local church, as he is accountable to God, not just for himself, nor just 
for his family, but also for the body of believers following him (Luke 12:47-48; Hebrews 13:17; 
James 3:1). 
 
1:6-9  God doesn’t leave it up to Titus to choose whom he desires and whom he believes would 
be fit for this position. God gives Titus the qualifications for appointing those to this position. 
Realize that the qualifications God requires are not of performance but rather they are of 
characteristics. It is more important to God in what a person is rather than what a person does. God 
chose Moses to lead the Exodus, yet Moses couldn’t speak. God chose Joshua to command the 
Israelites, yet he lacked courage. God chose Gideon to deliver Israel, yet he was scared. God chose 
David to lead Israel, yet he lacked stature. God chose these individuals, not for what they did, but 
for what they were. God chose Moses because he was passionate. God chose Joshua because he 
was faithful. God chose Gideon because he was obedient. God chose David because he longed for 
God. 
 
Contemplate this question, not only now, but when you are alone. Why would God choose you for 
service? If you answer, “because I do/did .....”, wrong. Get to the point when you can say God 
would choose me “because I am ....” God wants the person, not the performance. The performance 
can get in the way of the person. God doesn’t need you to serve, He wants you to serve. That is 
why God will never choose a person to serve because of performance, but rather because of their 
characteristic. 
 
Keeping that in mind, God reveals 15 traits, adjectives in the Greek, that those being appointed as 
an elder must exhibit, not a list of things that an elder must do.  
 

1) Blameless: this is mentioned twice (v7). This is not that the person can do no wrong for 
that would be contrary to the understanding of our sinfulness before and after salvation. 
Rather, this person must be above reproach, be characterized as living a moral and 
righteous life. It’s like the hypothetical question that goes: “are you the type of Christian 
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that if a church member sees you in an immoral establishment that they would think ‘he 
must be witnessing’ rather than ‘there he goes again?’” 

 
2) Husband of one wife: this trait brings a couple controversial debates. First, we cannot 
overlook this culturally argued topic today; can a woman be an elder or pastor? The answer 
is no. We see this clearly as the elder, church leader, as well as the pastor (1 Timothy 3:2) 
must be a male, hence the noun “husband.” Some will rebut saying that the word man can 
simply be gender neutral. However, that argument is silenced when God reveals “husband 
of one wife.” The Greek word gyne is very specific to wife and not a gender-neutral word. 
Also saying that the culture has significantly changed and that in our society a woman is 
accepted, as opposed to the first century. However, that negates the purpose of this 
command of God that the male be the spiritual leader. This purpose stems all the way back 
to the Fall, that in public church service a woman is not permitted to “teach or usurp 
authority over the man” (1 Timothy 2:12) because, there are two reasons: 1) “Adam was 
first formed, then Eve” (1 Timothy 2:13); God chose to create the male first. 2) “Adam was 
not deceived, but the woman was in the transgression” (1 Timothy 2:14); Satan deceived 
Eve, and as the representative of women, her deception led to her inability to have this 
authority. Although it is a touchy subject, as we discussed the organizational personality 
of God, He chose these positions and gives reasons behind them. It is not a cultural issue, 
it’s a creation and sin issue, and those events can never change. That doesn’t mean that 
women are less valuable in the church. God highly regards women and uses them in 
positions of the church in different aspects. While not being able to lead men in public 
service, women are so pivotal in the children’s ministries and other women ministries. All 
people are valuable, precious, and purposeful in God’s economy.  

 
The other controversial debate is whether or not this applies to singleness, divorce, 
remarriage, or polygamy. God does not reveal a necessity that this man be married. We can 
know that for certainty because neither Paul nor Jesus were married and yet they certainly 
were leaders of the church! Does this mean that this person cannot be polygamous? This is 
a position I once held until I studied this view more from a cultural standpoint. Polygamy 
was not an accepted practice during this period of Greek and Roman history. Being that 
Titus was a Greek, living under the Roman rule, fully aware of the inacceptable practice of 
polygamy in that day. And if it is an unacceptable practice to the pagans of Rome, then it 
most certainly is an unaccepted practice to God. Warren Wiersbe rightfully points our that 
“Paul would not be referring to polygamy because polygamy was rejected in the church 
anyways, so to say that an elder couldn’t be polygamous would’ve been understood 
anyway as no Christian was to be polygamous” (OT Commentary). 

 
The other view is that God is talking about divorce. The idea behind this view is that one 
who is divorced is possibly one who was unable to maintain his household, which was a 
qualification seen in the similar passage to Timothy (1 Timothy 3:4-5), regarding this 
position.  Whether fidelity on behalf of the husband or the wife, those who hold this view 
see it as a means by which the household was unable to be properly managed. Although 
God permits divorce due to adultery (Matthew 19:9), there seems to be no caveat to this 
positional qualification. The early church seems to hold this view for we can go back to 
Clement of Alexandria (AD215) , Tertullian (AD220), and John Chrysostom (AD407), to 
name a few. But what does God say about divorce? Jesus reveals that divorce was permitted 
in Moses’s day only due to the hardness of hearts then (Matthew 19:8). God then reveals 
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through Paul that that husband is not to divorce his wife (1 Corinthians 7:11), but if the 
wife departs from her husband, she is not to remarry, nor is another to marry her as that 
would constitute adultery (Matthew 19:9). However, if the wife is not a Christian, and 
departs, it is revealed that there is no bondage in that case (1 Corinthians 7:15). 

 
That being said, if God permits divorce due to adultery, or due to a non-Christian spouse 
leaving, does that render this man as apt to fill this position? After all, Titus would be 
familiar with these justifications for divorce. It is possible, for there seems to be no 
indication that an elder cannot be a remarried widower. Therefore, some hold that an elder, 
and deacon, can be one who, though having divorce in the background, it was not a reason 
of divorce prohibited by God. And that in his current marriage he is a one-woman man, 
meaning he is faithful to his spouse, physically, emotionally, and spiritually. David Guzik 
states “the idea of a one-woman man does not mean that a leader could never remarry if 
his wife had passed away or if he were Biblically divorced. The idea is that the leader has 
his focus upon one woman - that being his wife.” 

 
Which is the right view? I’ll let you decide that. 

 
3) Faithful children not accused of riot or unruly: the idea here is that of insubordination 
and profligacy, or immorally depraved and without decency. This is applicable to the 
children growing up in the man’s household and certainly not culpable for those that move 
out and possibly go prodigal as an adult. We see this because this is about the man’s ability 
to manage his household (1 Timothy 3:4-5), which is insight into his ability to manage the 
church. The person here should be characterized by his being a loving and disciplining 
father. 

 
4) Not self-willed: Peter speaks about the self-willed individual, how they are 
presumptuous and living according to the flesh (2 Peter 2:10). The elder must not be 
characterized by a desire to please one’s self. This is a deadly trap that many fall into, 
taking them from the path of godly obedience to ungodly independence, following the 
desires of the heart and flesh. Quickly, no doubt, the self-willed person gets off the straight 
path for the path that leads to destruction. 

 
5) Not soon angry: not one who loses his temper. An elder within the church must be able 
to maintain his temper and not become vengeful or angry. As with positions of leadership, 
one must be able to develop thick skin so as to allow undue criticism to roll off his back. 
A leader who responds harshly with anger is no leader at all. 

 
6) Not given to wine: yet another topic that is debated within the Christian church today. 
This trait, along with the following two, are word-for-word from 1 Timothy 3:3 as well. 
The Greek gives the idea sitting long with wine, in other words, a drunk. We know this 
can’t mean that an elder must not drink wine, for Paul told Timothy to have wine for his 
ailment (1 Timothy 5:23). And no doubt Timothy was a pastor of a church in the city of 
Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:2-3). I believe the idea here is the motivation for drinking wine. In 
the first century, drinking wine had a medicinal effect and, no doubt, the reason Timothy 
was told to drink wine. However, many people in that day, as well as today, drink for 
inappropriate reasons. Some drink to get drunk while others believe they can’t be social 
unless they drink. Others drink to get a buzz, a physical and physiological sensation. Very 
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rarely does one only drink for medicinal reasons. In the end, the alcohol that is consumed 
in society today very rarely has medicinal effects and rather has negative physical effects 
such as blurred vision, slurred speech, damaged liver, and other health problems. And when 
this type of alcohol is consumed, it is neglecting the fact that our bodies are temples to  the 
living God and that we are to glorify God in our body (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 

 
7) No striker: this is an individual that is quarrelsome, one that is prone to fight or argue. 
A spiritual leader must not be one who is quick to go on the offense, but rather must develop 
thick skin. There are many times that a leader will need to take stripes, just as the husband 
for the wife (Ephesians 5:25) unjustly. Remember, this man is to be a leader in the church, 
to be a picture of grace, mercy, justice, love, etc. That means he must be one that doesn’t 
inhibit one to come to them if they have a problem, concern, or constructive criticism. He 
must be approachable. 

 
8) Not given to filthy lucre: Titus must be careful to find people who is characterized by 
doing things for the right motives and doing ministry for money is the farthest from this. 
Filthy lucre simply means that one is not in it for the money. The Free University of 
Amsterdam conducted a survey in 2006 and found that 17% of Protestant priests in Holland 
were either agnostic or atheist. Another survey revealed that 16% of the Church of 
England’s licensed ministers have doubts about God. There has been a growing number of 
agnostic or atheist pastors within Christianity. And while many believe that the pastor 
makes a lot of money, Zip Recruiter reports otherwise. Zip Recruiter reports that the 
average annual salary for a pastor is $36K, while Human Resources is at $60K. The same 
organization reports that Data Entry clerk makes more money than a pastor, at $39K 
annually. While some do seek church positions for money, others do so for tax breaks. 
Either way, the number of people in ministry for impure motives is alarming. And that is 
why it is vital, not to appoint some because of their performance, but rather because of 
their characteristics. 

 
9) Lover of hospitality: God doesn’t call this person to be agape lover but rather philo 
lover. This means that he doesn’t always have to sacrifice for hospitality, but rather is 
supposed to truly enjoy hospitality. Jesus said that men would know that one is his disciples 
if they have love for one another (John 13:35). An elder must be a disciple of Jesus Christ 
and therefore must have love for the church family. And with this love, enjoy hospitality.  

 
10) Lover of good men: as the apostle John writes in two of his epistles, we are to love 
seeing fellow Christians walking in truth and living righteous lives (2 John 4; 3 John 4). 
Rather than seek to please society, this man must be one who lifts up those who stand for 
truth and love, according to the teachings of Christ. 

 
11) Sober: this could mean one of two things. It could mean self-controlled and temperate, 
or it could mean a right mode of thinking. Due to temperance being listed at the end of this 
verse, I argue it means the latter: right mode of thinking, i.e., sober-minded. As opposed to 
being given to wine, this man must be given to soberness. Whereas alcohol controls the 
body and thoughts, this soberness is of God and is rational. As a spiritual leader, rational 
thinking is a must to prevent deception as well as guarding against the schemes of the 
adversary with the helmet of salvation (Ephesians 6:17). 
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12) Just: righteous conduct, living according to God’s revealed command and will for life. 
But also one who is able to handle disputes wisely and justly, so as to keep unity in the 
house of God. 

 
13) Holy: set apart, free from wickedness and immorality. 

 
14) Temperate: self-controlled. The elder must be able to control his passions, desires, 
and the lusts of the flesh, eyes, and pride of life.  

 
15) Holding fast to the faithful word as he hath been taught: no doubt a spiritual leader 
must maintain the truths of God’s word. First, this person must be taught, and maintain a 
sense of teachability. One must never, regardless of position of influence, believe that they 
have arrived. For the disciple of Jesus realizes that there is much to learn and that this finite 
body and finite mind neither has the ability to store nor time to understand all the things of 
God. For this elder to be able to hold fast to the word of God, he must know the word of 
God. This means a life characterized by personal study and application of Scripture. But 
also, in order to hold fast this man must treasure the word of God. It must be regarded, not 
as any other written word, but as the word of the Creator of the cosmos, Elohim, God 
Himself. Understanding that we hold the written revelation of God for mankind should 
bring a sense of reverential awe to the Christian, and most assuredly to the man leading 
God’s people. 

 
The necessity of hold fast to God’s word has two purposes seen here: that he may be able by 
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.  
 
These gainsayers are opposers, those that speak against the revealed truth of God and oppose the 
truth that is spoken of by others. We would not expect God to command Titus to exhort these 
gainsayers, and with this infinitive (having the “to” before the verbs exhort and convince), we can 
understand there are two categories here...the church and the gainsayers. These elders must exhort, 
encourage, strengthen, and teach the believers of God in the truths of God. And without personal 
study the man of God can’t fulfill the will of God in teaching the truths of God to the people of 
God. So much teaching and strengthening in the church is needed so as to combat false teachings 
and legalism and those who seek to hurt the church emotionally and doctrinally. Regarding the 
gainsayers, the elder must convince them. In the Greek it reveals an ability to find fault or refute 
the false teaching. The elder must be able to lead from the front in defense of God’s word, not only 
by knowing God’s word, but being able to explain why the opposite is untrue. And this is only to 
be done by sound doctrine. I like the definition of sound as not defective. Such as a ship that is 
sound so as its ability to be seaworthy, so too must one’s teaching and understanding of Scripture 
be sound, with no defects within. 

 
These 15 qualities must be found in the elder that Titus is commissioned to appoint in the church 
of every city on the island of Crete. Note what is not listed in the qualifications of this position: 
education, popularity, business intelligence, physical appearance, wealth. Society would see these 
things as qualities for a successful person, but God doesn’t see the way society sees. There is 
always someone smarter, someone more popular, someone wiser, someone stronger, and someone 
wealthier. God doesn’t need someone who’s equipped, He needs someone who’s passionate. 
That’s why many times God uses those who seem like unlikely candidates. As the religious adage 
goes, God doesn’t call the equipped, He equips the called. 
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This is quite a formidable task given to Titus, not only considering the treacherous terrain and the 
dangers from the state and contrary religions, but the ability to ascertain who fits these 
qualifications. No doubt Titus spent much time in prayer seeking God’s peace about the various 
people whom he appointed.  
 
1:10  The For is an important three-letter word that reveals not only the purpose of needing these 
spiritual leaders within the church of every city, but also reveals the tall task that they have, as 
elders, in front of them! This is what God cares more about character than conduct, because 
character stands up for the truth while performance can stand up for applause. 
 
So, the mission at hand for these elders are to combat against the unruly and vain talkers and 
deceivers. The first thing we note about these people are that they are unruly. This is the same 
Greek word used in verse 6 regarding unruly children. These people are insubordinate and 
depraved. These do not have the characteristics that God calls upon with the elders, but it doesn’t 
necessarily mean they are unbelievers (more on that later). What’s interesting is that the noun in 
the Greek is not talkers but rather the deceivers. In verse 10, vain talkers is one Greek compound 
word made up of matai (meaning vain or empty) and logos (meaning word). These are 
insubordinate and morally depraved people, characterized by empty words. Empty words do not 
encourage spiritual growth but rather seeks to avoid confrontations and provides no value to the 
hearer. Whether they are words that prevent one from contemplating their thoughts and actions to 
change for the better, or overlooking a fault that will jeopardize one’s fellowship with God. They 
are also similar to words that seek to sugar-coat anything and everything. 
 
This is what identifies the deceivers, or the one who leads another into deception, error, or 
falsehood. This is an intentional act and not something done out of ignorance of doctrine, such as 
the case of Apollos who had to be taught more doctrine by Priscilla and Aquilla (Acts 18:24-26). 
Apollos was just uninformed about the fullness of the Gospel whereas these deceivers are fully 
aware of the teachings and “superstition” of Jesus’s resurrection, yet they are active in duping 
people.  And Paul indicates that there are many, not some, and not few, but many of these unruly 
and vain talkers and deceivers on the island of Crete.  Someone has to step up.  Someone has to 
defend doctrine.  Someone has to take the charge to study and be able to refute falsehood or empty 
words. This would be the responsibility of these elders being appointed hence the great need for 
character, ability to manage one’s own household, and their ability to be meek, sober, and 
temperate. 
 
Paul then reveals who is the main culprits in this attack upon doctrine, especially they of the 
circumcision. These are Jewish people Paul is referring to, and no surprise because when one 
studies the book of Acts, one sees a Jewish group following Paul and trying to cause an uproar or 
try to attack the teachings that God had Paul declare in all the cities. This brings an interesting 
point. With a decent Jewish influence on the island, Jewish people being antagonistic to the 
churches of God in Crete, and Titus being a Gentile. Realize, Titus, a Gentile, is to defend the 
Messiahship of Jesus, as well as the teachings of Jesus and His fulfilling of the Mosaic Law and 
the freedom one has in Christ. These are all things that Jewish people should’ve known, heard, and 
believed, but we know that not to be the case for the most part. So, God is using a Gentile, to 
defend His Hebraic teachings from the TANAKH and the public ministry of Jesus, against Jews 
who most memorized the Torah and argue that they (as Jews) know the Hebrew Messiah better. 
This proves a major point. God will use any willing and obedient vessel to declare His love, mercy, 
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grace, and truth to anyone. God will use a Jew for a Gentile, a Gentile for a Jew, and a Samaritan 
for a Jew or Gentile. Again, this is why the characteristics of the elder are so high, because their 
tasks is so tall! 
 
1:11-14  God is pretty clear in the next few verses as to what must happen for He uses some strong 
language. First, these peoples’ mouths must be stopped. Again, the Greek is very illustrative for 
stopped is a compound Greek word that means over, upon and mouth. In other words, someone 
needs to put something over their mouths to stop them from speaking these vain, idle words which 
produce no fruit or edification. It’s the picture of placing your hand over someone’s mouth to get 
them to stop talking. We’ve all done that, either as a child or as a parent or spouse. To get someone 
to stop talking immediately, we would cover their mouth. This is the picture God is giving us, stop 
them immediately, but yet a better picture may be when someone muzzles a dog. A few verses 
later God will explain how to do this, but for now, realize, this is something quite active and 
dynamic. God is choosing a powerful word picture for stopping these people from talking because 
they subvert whole houses, teachings things which they ought not, for filthy lucre’s sake.   
 
Right off the bat, their motive is impure. They aren’t ignorant teaching, like in Apollos’s case. 
They haven’t been misled and teaching a doctrine that they don’t know is incorrect. Rather, they 
are teaching things they know are against the teachings of Christ and the apostles, and they are 
doing it for shameful gain!  
 
Have you ever met someone that would do anything for a buck or attention? As a child I was dared 
to drink out of a straw that was floating in a puddle in a parking lot. What did I do as a child who 
was dared? I stepped up to the challenge and drank out of it. Now I did that for gain, for lucre’s 
sake, but it wasn’t necessarily shameful or filthy. The idea is that these people are speaking against 
the words and teachings of Christ and the TANAKH, not because they necessarily hold their 
position to be true. Rather, they are mainly doing so for shameful, venal, monetary or emotional 
gain. What does this mean? It could mean a couple things. It could mean that someone is paying 
them to cause strife and division. It could mean that they took positions of religious authority on 
the island and are teaching heretical doctrine for the gain of the position. Or, these people are doing 
so for emotional or psychological gain, through their performance and popularity. Either way, the 
motive is impure.  
 
Again, I cannot overemphasize this enough, God places value on characteristics rather than 
performance. These people can have a great performance, and in that day, there were great 
rhetoricians, but their characteristics were vile. It doesn’t matter what you do, it matters who you 
are. Sadly, there are a lot of teachers within Christianity that are filling a pulpit for money or 
popularity, teaching things that people want to hear rather than things people need to hear. There 
is a difference... 
 
What is important to note is that nothing is specifically mentioned as to what they are teaching, 
other than in verse 14, Jewish fables and commandments of men. The commandments of men 
is a phrase Paul used in Colossians 2:20-22: 
 

“Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though 
living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which 
all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?” 
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This typically points to the Oral Law, which would’ve been Rabbinic elaboration upon the Written 
Law, or Mosaic Law. It was the adding of rules to be certain one didn’t break a commandment of 
God. For instance, if God said that one shouldn’t watch any movie that includes scenes of alcohol, 
then the Rabbi’s would interpret that in the Oral Law by saying that people shouldn’t go to the 
movie theater, or watch television, because they may inadvertently see that scene. Or they would 
go farther as to say one shouldn’t have a television in their home at all.  
 
This is a contemporary explanation of how far some Rabbinic teachings went with the Oral Law. 
Not only were they teaching commandments of man, not of God, and bring people into more 
bondage when Christ made them free from the Law, they were also teaching Jewish fables. While 
there is considerable debate as to what fables are being referenced to, the most likely answer is 
that of vain, idle Jewish stories, illustrations, and analogies that leads one to accept the 
commandments of men. And this legalistic teaching is not uncommon for this time period because 
Paul addresses these legalistic teachings in many of his epistles, to include Colossians and 
Galatians, mainly. 
  
Again, the emphasis on stopping them, shutting these people up, is because they subvert whole 
houses. Families are being overthrown, subvert, deceived into these teachings of the vain talkers 
and deceivers, and bringing them again into the bondage that Law brings rather than gives them 
the freedom in Christ. It goes to show that many times the overthrow of families and the deception 
that enters into our homes today doesn’t come through the front door, by action, but rather through 
the words of the television or the radio. 
 
Part of the vain talk of these deceivers is found within the prophets of their own island and culture, 
historically attributed to the 6th century BC Greek philosopher Epimendes (second quote in the 
NT from this poet). William Barclay said: 
 

“So notorious were the Cretans that the Greeks actually formed a verb kretizein, to cretize, 
which means to lie and to cheat; and they had a proverbial phrase, kreitzein pros Kreta, to 
cretize against a Cretan, which meant to match lies with lies, as diamond cuts diamond.” 

 
In other words, these deceivers are using cultural poets to continue the schism that the Cretians are 
depraved, lazy, gluttonous wild animals. If that doesn’t cause a division upon the island, I don’t 
know what does! This is a clear form of racism and prejudice in that day and the centuries prior.  
 
Because of all this, because of these unruly, insubordinate, improperly motivated deceivers, they 
need to be muzzled, gagged, and the elders are to rebuke them sharply.  
 
The question lies as to who is to be rebuked? Is it the false teachers that are causing division and 
spreading heresy? Is it the Christians who were being deceived by their message?  
 
I don’t believe it’s the Christians being deceived because I don’t personally see God’s chastising 
hand reaching upon the duped Christians that forcefully in that regard. There appears to have been 
very little Christian leadership on the island, and that is what He was establishing at this point to 
help prevent this from continuing. 
 
I believe that the rebuke is to be towards these teachers that are deceiving people with legalistic 
teachings. For one, it remains true to the context of the passage; Paul is talking about these teachers 
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and as such, contextually, they are the ones to be rebuked for their clear deviation from the 
teachings of Christ. But then comes the question of the end of verse 13, the result of the rebuke 
enables the person to be sound in the faith. It is possible for someone to teach legalistic doctrine, 
and to do so improperly motivated, and yet be a Christian. To say otherwise is to bring 
presuppositions and Calvinistic teachings to Scripture.  
 
Again, eternal life and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit occur at the moment of conversion. At 
that point, we are eternally secure in Christ, hallelujah! But at that point, one doesn’t understand 
the whole of Scripture. Say a year later they get into the Hebrew Roots Movement teaching and 
believe that we should obey the Mosaic Law, and teach others the same. Does that negate their 
eternal life a year ago? No, but it would bring judgment and discipline of God upon the individual 
to repent of the teaching. If five years go by and this Christian begins teaching, and the pride gets 
to his head and he begins to teach because it makes him popular, does that negate his eternal life 
he received five years ago? No, but it would bring judgment and discipline of God upon the 
individual to repent of the motivation of teaching. We must remember that every Christian must 
grow, leave behind falsehood, and leave behind improper thoughts and motives that we all, at times 
carry. 
 
This rebuke of these people teaching legalistically is so they may be sound in the faith. It is 
alluded to the fact they are already in the faith, they just need to be healthy, sound in their faith. 
Paul is requiring the elders to sharply rebuke, to abruptly rebuke the legalistic teachers so that they 
may return to a healthy faith. This rebuke is to address and confront the legalists as to their Jewish 
fables and commandments of men that they are promoting. They too need to find the peace and 
freedom from being under the Law of Messiah rather than the Law of Moses. Verse 14 reveals that 
it is a matter of an unhealthy faith because they are to be rebuked, to turn from fables and human 
commandments, because they turn from the truth. That four-word phrase is in the Middle Voice 
and reveals that the verb is an action that the subject is taking upon itself. Therefore, these people 
are turning themselves away from the truth. Again, if you are ensnared into a Hebrew Roots 
Movement teaching, you would be turning yourself from the truth, by believing and teaching it. 
But God cares enough to try and reach out to these people, through stern rebuke, in order to get 
them sound in the faith again. This is the love of God, to correct through discipline to restore into 
fellowship. A concept we understand fully in Hebrews 11:5-11. 
 
1:15-16  I believe verse 15 is a parenthetical statement, that is tied in verse 14. Paul has regularly 
addressed Christian liberty and the freedom a Christian has from the Law (1 Corinthians 8:4-13). 
He explains this freedom when writing to the Corinthian church, as well as if a Christian believes 
that it is a sin to use their freedom against their conscience (1 Corinthians 8:7). So, the pure is the 
purity of things seen in the freedom one has in Christ while the defiled is the Christian conscience 
that believes it is wrong. And though there is a mention of them that are defiled and unbelieving, 
it is fallacious to believe that unbelieving means a non-Christian. It simply means unbelieving, 
and in a legalistic context, these are the people who do not believe the freedom is available in 
Christ but rather want to have both, eternal life with Christ with bondage in the Mosaic Law. It 
doesn’t mean they are Christians, it means they aren’t mature in their faith (1 Corinthians 8:4-13). 
 
Paul finishes up his portion about these people that they profess that they know God; but in 
works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work, 
reprobate. At first glance, these sound like words against a non-Christian, but consider again that 
eternal life is never predicated upon works, but rather faith in the finished work of Christ upon the 
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cross for one’s sin payment. If we are to say that denying God means one is not  Christian, then 
we’d have a problem because Peter, with the same Greek word, denied Christ, not once, but three 
times (John 18:25, 27). To deny God is to contradict or refuse to acknowledge Him. It is a sad 
unfortunate truth that most, if not all Christians, have denied God at one time or another. Whether 
we conceal our Christianity, fail to following the Holy Spirit’s prompting in our lives, or something 
else. This denying doesn’t bring damnation, rather it brings discipline in the believers life. And in 
denying and living a life that is contrary to God’s word makes a Christian disobedient (obviously), 
but also abominable, and reprobate in their works. The word reprobate simply means disapproved 
and reveals that if one does a good work, but it is improperly motivated, then their work is 
disapproved. This disapproval is seen by God first and foremost, for God will not accept this good 
work and the individual will have to account for it. But it will also reveal a disapproval from the 
church as well for when one says their a Christian but live contrary to it, then to other Christians, 
their work is rejected as well because of their motivation. 
 
2:1  Titus is to speak the things which become sound doctrine. This is a command (Imperative 
Mood) that Titus has to carry, and he must pass it onto the elders he appoints to do the same. This 
is a requirement of church leadership. And just as Paul taught Titus who must teach the elders, so 
to must the elders teach those in the church and then those individuals teach those within their 
sphere of influence. This is a unified effort. 
 
First, realize that the sound doctrine isn’t doctrine like Christology, Demonology, Angelology, 
Hamartiology, etc. Many times, we bring a 21st century understanding to Scripture and miss that 
point. While some may have the burden on their life to study these theological doctrines and teach 
the whole counsel of God regarding them, here the Greek word is simply sound teachings. In other 
words, teachings that are not defective and that are free from error. 
 
This brings to light something important; you won’t know the soundness of a teaching unless you 
know what the Author says. In other words, you must study the Bible, read the Bible, meditate on 
the Bible, to see what does God say about .... Again, this is a command for Titus, the elders, and 
us in church leadership positions, to study to see if what is being said in our day today aligns with 
what God says, and to be able to teach it to others, unashamedly, and confidently. And others 
aren’t supposed to simply take the elders word for it, they should study the Scriptures to see 
whether it be so (Acts 17:11). 
 
In regard to the context of Titus, Titus’s command is to understand the false teaching of the 
legalistic system those of the circumcision were placing upon families, and to know what did the 
Scriptures say, and what did the apostles teach? Remember, after the resurrection of Messiah, the 
apostles had the authority to speak and reveal on behalf of God, and their miraculous signs were a 
testimony to their authority (2 Corinthians 12:12). So, in that day, what the apostles taught was 
truth straight from God Himself. And these teachings we read in the New Testament are mostly 
practical Christian living principles rather than theological doctrines. In other words, how should 
I, as a Christian, live my life, make certain decisions, be a witness for Christ, use my light to reach 
others, etc. 
 
This means we will be learning how to be counterculture. Not much has changed from Titus and 
these elders to us today, we are all supposed to be living counter culturally.  
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Do you see how important it is to know God’s word? We can’t fault those false teachers in Titus 
1:10 for teaching vanity if we don’t even know what God says about this or that. Ok, society has 
changed, things are becoming more acceptable in our society than in the society of Paul’s days. 
Does that mean the clearly established word of God gets updated and revised? God forbid! Yet it’s 
an unfortunate truth that many people, dare I say most people, within Christianity are yellow-
bellied cowards that lost their backbone somewhere along the way and will rather attempt to 
change the word of God for society rather than change society with the word of God! 
 
We must know the word of God if we want to see change within our families, cities, and states. If 
we’re complaining because of the atrocities that are occurring within Prattville, Montgomery, 
Alabama, etc, and yet we can’t clearly explain why it is against God’s word, in a way the people 
can understand, with love and grace. Or if we can’t be bold enough to speak up to those within our 
realm of influence, then we have no right to complain. You see the signs “See Something Say 
Something.” Why can’t we employ that within Christianity?  
 
This week let’s really focus on our foundation before we look at the responsibilities we’ll share in 
discipleship in our churches and spheres of influence. Think, personally, who you are influencing. 
Consider how well you are doing in your spiritual walk. If you assign an age to your spiritual 
maturity, what age would you give yourself? What age do you think others would give you? Would 
you be a toddler? Would you been a teenager? How about an elder? Finally, think about the issues 
of culture that bother you and study Scripture to see what God says about them. Meditate on them. 
Pray for how God can use you. 
 
2:2, 6-8  Before we get into this section, I want to paint you a picture of what the average male 
was like in the Greek culture of that day. Dr’s David Fearn and James Davidson, form the Warwick 
Center, reveals a party known as the “symposium.” This was a drinking party in Ancient Greece 
which was the center its culture, a formal way of social drinking in that day. They state: 
 

“Men lounged on couches around the edge of the smoky room. Wine was served to them 
and all were expected to drink at the same pace. To begin with they would drink a specific 
number of toasts to divinities. The Greeks performed two kinds of songs. The first was 
broadcast - easy popular songs sung by the whole group in turns either line by line or 
couplet by couplet – and the second was narrowcast. This type of song was much more 
introverted and on the subject of suffering and love. The broadcast songs were 
accompanied by a ‘flute girl’ who played a double piped and reeded instrument. Rather 
than being hired for her musical expertise she “was supposed to be very {...}, good looking, 
perhaps someone you might be able to persuade to accompany you home that night. As the 
evening went on, the wine had gone around the room in a particular order and so had the 
songs, the members became progressively drunker. This was when the flute girl “was liable 
to be groped by the men.”   (https://tinyurl.com/y4krmkhm) 

 
 
This was the normal behavior of men in the culture of that day, an accepted behavior. Through this 
single party known as the “symposium,” we see that the men were hedonists, lacked self-control, 
had no compassion or care towards the female, were corrupt, and many other negative behaviors. 
Keep in mind that many of these men were married as well. 
 



19 
 

 
Open Door Baptist Church  |  1128 Oates Rd, Prattville, AL  |  www.odbaptist.com 

Many times historians will report the academic and intellectual side of the Greek culture and fail 
to mention the depravity of the people in the day.  
 
In Titus chapter 2, Titus was having to teach the elders to teach a highly unpopular message. To 
rebuke and correct the behavior of men in the island of Crete. Think about it....why would Titus 
have to speak these things as sound doctrine if the men weren’t already living in a way pleasing to 
God? They were being influenced by the culture; just like we talked about last time. 
 
As we saw characteristics required of people being appointed as elders in the churches, we are 
going to see characteristics and behaviors that should accompany a man of God in the church. But 
first, which category do you fit in as a male? 
 
2:2  There are two groups of men mentioned, aged men, and young men (2:6). It is difficult to 
ascertain what age is considered an elder, whether in the American or Jewish culture.  
 
According to the American Association of Retired People (AARP), there is not unity in which age 
is considered elder. A study revealed that Millennials say you are old (or an elder) at 59, while 
Generation X says 65 and the Baby Boomers and Silent Generation at 73. 
 
In the Jewish culture there is a little more clarity as to what defines an elder. 19th century Rabbi 
David Philipson gives some insight in the age of an elder according to Jewish understanding: 
 

“We find {...} the following expressions: sebah (old age), yashish (an old man), seba' 
yamim (satiated with years), melo yamim (full of years), kabbir yamim (rich in years). Of 
the two terms most commonly used for Old Age, sebah designated a greater age than 
ziḳnah. In the Mishnah Ab. v. 21, where the ages of man are enumerated, the age of sixty 
is called ziḳnah, while that of seventy is called sebah. In the Bible itself (Ps. xc.) we find 
but one definite statement of the limit of life: "The days of our years are threescore years 
and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labor and 
sorrow" (Ps. xc. 10). In the Talmud we find a similar statement: "If one dies at eighty, he 
has reached old age" (M. Ḳ. 28a, B. B. 75a).”   (https://tinyurl.com/y5z2upnt) 

 
According to Rabbi Philipson’s referencing of the Jewish Talmud, old age, or an elder, begins at 
60 years old. This aligns with Paul being called a “young man” at the stoning of Stephen in Acts 
7:58, around 35 AD. Most believe Paul was born between 1 AD and 5 AD, making him around 30 
- 36 years old at the stoning of Stephen. We find further credence in Philemon 1:9 when Paul refers 
to himself as “the age.” Written between 60-62 AD, and insight from the Jewish Talmud, it lends 
weight to the belief that one is deemed an elder around 60 years of age. 
 
Therefore, if you are around 60 years or old, you would fall in this “elder” category. The rest we’ll 
place in the young men category. 
 
2:2 There are six characteristics, behaviors that are necessary for elders to emulate; the first one is 
sober. Though sober is found four times in Titus (1:8, 2:2, 2:4, 2:6), here in verse 2 it is a different 
Greek word then the one used in 1:8, 2:4, and 2:6. The Greek word here is nēphalios and means 
staying away from alcohol.  
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“It is commonly held that large scale production, distribution, and consumption of wine 
began on the prominent island of Crete. Wine in ancient Greece was of enormous cultural 
significance. The ancients drank wine to praise the gods and expand their minds. They 
studied it intently to decipher it’s presumed health benefits and it’s obvious detractors. It 
was a nutritional staple, a religious experience. the production, distribution, and 
consumption of wine is so deeply ingrained with the culture of ancient Greece, that you 
simply can not have one without the other.”   (https://tinyurl.com/yxgfrjwn) 

 
If you were to look at this verse in other translations, it will be translated as “temperate,” “self-
controlled,” or “sober-minded.” However, I believe that those translations misinterpret this Greek 
word. We see merely two words later in this same verse the word temperate as a characteristic of 
these elders. And that Greek word is different, being sophron and commonly translated as self-
controlled or temperate. Since we see self-controlled (temperate) as a requirement by sophron in 
this same verse, the Greek nēphalios, which according to Thayer’s Lexicon, means an abstaining 
of controlling of wine. Josephus, in the Antiquities 3, 12, 2 points to it is a complete abstaining 
from the wine. Based upon the culture of the time, the “symposiums” that enabled men to grope 
women, and the different word from self-controlled, and the fact that self-controlled is used merely 
2 words later, that sober is in reference to abstaining from wine.  
 
Keep in mind that this is in reference to elders around 60 years of age and older. Robert Pandina, 
professor and former director of the Rutgers Center for Alcohol Studies reveals that  
 

“tolerance for alcohol can decline over time, possibly due to changes in body composition. 
As [one ages], the proportion of fat to muscle tends to increase, even if your weight remains 
stable.”   (https://tinyurl.com/yxbmrrdw) 

 
This means that as you age your tolerance for alcohol goes down. The National Institute on Aging 
reveals: 
 

“Some older people can feel "high" without increasing the amount of alcohol they drink. 
This "high" can make them more likely to have accidents, including falls and fractures and 
car crashes. In older adults, too much alcohol can lead to balance problems and falls, which 
can result in hip or arm fractures and other injuries. Older people have thinner bones than 
younger people, so their bones break more easily. Studies show that the rate of hip fractures 
in older adults increases with alcohol use.”   (https://tinyurl.com/ya9myxch) 

 
Therefore, elders should refrain from alcohol due to the bodies lowering of tolerance, other aging 
health concerns, as well as the fact that our bodies are the temple of God (1 Corinthians 6:19) and 
should be taken well care of. 
 
Elders are to be temperate, and as already mentioned, is the Greek word sophron. Temperance, 
self-control, in desires and mind, is vital to a Christian’s way of life. In a hedonistic society, acting 
upon hedonistic tendencies, these men were to control their passions, the cultural influences, and 
have self-restraint. A little known, and disturbing fact, is that in Greek culture, the men would have 
sex with boys to teach them the ways. They would do this until they began growing facial hair, at 
which time they kicked them out and had them keep the tradition of teaching the ways.   
(https://tinyurl.com/y6s86hy2) 
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Also, while the men were not culturally expected to be faithful to their wives, which will be 
discussed later. Therefore, an elder, living in a Hellenistic society, is to live counter-culturally. To 
reject the “symposiums”, to reject the cultural influences of gender sexuality and hedonistic 
tendencies. 
 
Elders were to be grave, or in other words honorable. They were to be men who were looked up 
to in society and in the church. 
 
The elders are to be sound in the next three traits, behaviors. As already discussed, to be sound is 
to be free from error, free from defect, like a ship that is sound and ready for its maiden voyage. 
They are to be sound in faith, the conviction of their beliefs. Recall that there was legalism being 
promoted by Jews in the area, as well as paganistic influences due to the trade commerce of Crete. 
These elders need to be convince of what they believe and why. 
 
The elders need to be sound in charity. Not philo, brotherly love, or eros, erotic love, but agape, 
sacrificial love. This would be in contrast to the men of the culture in that day. Due to the fact that 
marriages were made to as young as 14 year old females, and worked by their parents, most 
marriages, at best, hoped for philo (brotherly love). To the Greeks, eros love was sought among 
the prostitutes and “symposium” and they also believed that the wives were simply there to have 
the man’s child and for keeping the home; nothing more. Therefore, again, the elders need to be 
counter-cultural in that they are to have agape love for all, including their wives. 
 
Finally, the elders were to be sound in patience. A behavior to be patient, endure, persevere 
whatever comes their way. They must be strong in not swaying to the way of culture and society, 
of family and friends, and as elders in the church, to be able to persevere in disappointments of 
discipleship and mentoring others. 
 
2:6  For those that qualify as the young men category, the elders are to teach the following, and 
the young men are to live out these following traits. First, they are to be exhorted, encouraged, 
taught to be sober-minded.  This is a compound Greek word from sophron meaning to have 
control over their thoughts and actions. Realize, some of these young men probably have 
hedonistic fathers who greatly influenced their upbringing. And now with this newfound revelation 
of Jesus Christ and victorious Christian living, they are having to confront the thoughts in their 
mind as to what to do and why to do it. 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-4 “3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4 (For the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 
holds;) 5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;” 
 
2:7-8  Young men are also to be able to see Titus, and the elders, as a pattern of good works, in 
various areas. This pattern is to be an example to the young men. From the Greek typos, it brings 
the idea of being imitated. And what is to be imitated? Titus’s and the elders’ good works. The 
young men need godly men to look up to and to see living a godly life, even in the midst of a 
hedonistic society. Most people become encouraged doing our trials and stresses when we see a 
mentor living the way we desire to live. 
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Not only is there the requirement to show an example of godly works, but also in correct teaching. 
The doctrine needs to be of uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, and sound speech. This reveals 
the fact that the young men are to be taught by the elders in the church, either actively or passively. 
 
The teaching, whether actively taught or passively, is to be without corruption, unsoiled, and pure, 
honorable and honest. It’s takes grit, control, endurance, patience, and strong faith to be able to 
stand up and teach against the grain in the hedonistic culture. And those are the traits that the elders 
need to be showing as seen back in verse 2. Their pattern of good works plays a key role in the 
growth of the young men. It is only these types of godly teachings and influences that cannot be 
condemned. This doesn’t mean that another person won’t try to condemn or say what is being 
taught is wrong. It’s that the critics condemnation means nothing and is not justified as the words 
are godly words, which don’t bring the condemnation from God. 
 
Therefore, those that may seek to condemn godly teachings will be ashamed having no evil thing 
to say of you.  Have you ever had someone try to say what you were saying was wrong but every 
reason they gave was unjustified or bogus? They end up embarrassing themselves. And with 
teaching godly lifestyle in a hedonistic society, though some critics may bark, they will lack the 
bite and will end up looking like a fool. 
 
A true disciple of Jesus Christ will live a life, teach others, and have a pattern of good works that 
brings honor and glory to God, as well as reveals God’s love towards others.  
 
Elders are supposed to know how to disciple and be active in discipleship with young men. And 
the young men should seek discipleship from godly mentors they look up to, trust, and see a pattern 
of good works. 
 
 
2:3-5  A background of women during the Ancient Greek culture, according to Ancient History 
Encyclopedia: 
 

“Married at the typical age of 13 or 14, love had little to do with the matching of husband 
and wife (damar). Of course, love may have developed between the couple, but the best 
that might be hoped for was philia - a general friendship/love sentiment; eros, the love of 
desire, was often sought elsewhere by the husband. All women were expected to marry, 
there was no provision and no role in Greek society for single mature females. Married 
women were, at least in the eyes of the law, under the complete authority of their husbands. 
Such writers as Aristotle have no doubts that women were intellectually incapable of 
making important decisions for themselves. Marriages could be ended on three grounds. 
The first and most common was repudiation by the husband (apopempsis or ekpempsis). 
No reason was necessary, only the return of the dowry was expected. The second 
termination cause was the wife leaving the family home (apoleipsis), and in this case, the 
woman's new guardian was required to act as her legal representative. This was, however, 
a rare occurrence, and the woman's reputation in society was damaged as a result. The third 
ground for termination was when the bride's father asked for his daughter back 
(aphairesis), probably to offer her to another man with a more attractive dowry. 
 
Women, of course, were also present in the various other non-citizen classes. As slaves, 
they would have performed all manner of duties and they would also have worked in 
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businesses such as shops and bakeries. The group for which we have most information is 
that of sex-workers. Women were here divided into two categories. The first and perhaps 
most common was the brothel prostitute (pornē). The second type was the higher-class 
prostitute (hetaira). These latter women were educated in music (especially the flute) and 
culture and often formed lasting relationships with married men. It was also this class of 
women that entertained men (in every sense) at the celebrated symposium, the private 
drinking party for male guests only. Finally, some women participated in cults and 
performed as priestesses to certain female deities (Demeter and Aphrodite especially) and 
also Dionysos.” (https://tinyurl.com/ydyyyk38) 

 
In essence, a women’s role in the culture of that day could be seen as the following: 

. Women were to stay at home, produce babies and look after them.  

. They were controlled by their fathers before marriage and by their husbands after 
marriage. And could even be bought back by the father and resold to a better dowry. 
. The Greeks believed that a respectable woman must not be seen in public, and a woman’s 
name shouldn’t be mentioned in public. 
. Women were barred from all kinds of the sports events. 
. They were looked upon as objects to satisfy men’s desires. 
. The women and children were not allowed to eat in the same room as the men in the 
family. 
. Typically, women were reduced to their objects of pleasure, confined to the four walls of 
her home. 

 
Imagine the depression, anxiety, suicidal rate among women in that culture. The degradation of 
people in general, but more specifically the degradation of women in that time period. Women 
were mere objects rather than people, and were literally used for economic service, child bearing, 
child rearing, immoral temple practices, and more. They were sold, returned, and left to the 
authority of their husband, father, or guardian, for most of their lives. 
 
Recall, the men were to be “sound in charity”, or agape love. Imagine the difference between a 
man who loves his wife unconditionally and a man who treats his wife the way we just seen! The 
man is to be well-above society so as to please God and to love those that the world sees as 
unlovable. This, I believe is a great picture of the love of God shown through people’s actions. 
Fighting through depression, anxiety, suicidal ideations, God’s love reaches down to them through 
the lives and conduct of their godly husbands. 
 
2:3-5  The aged women are called to exhibit certain qualities through their behaviour as 
becometh holiness. Meaning, their conduct, demeanor is to be according to, befitting holiness. In 
other words, these behavioural traits, the lifestyle of the women should exhibit a holy reverence 
and sacredness to God. Living a moral, upright, life, free from wickedness, separate from the 
society in which they live.  
 
The reference to not false accusers is diablo in the Greek and means a slanderer; literally rendered 
as a “she-devil.” It is the same word used for “devil” in Matthew 4:1 when Jesus was led to the 
wilderness to be tempted. This word is used also in 1 Timothy 3:11 in reference to women, or 
wives. Looking at various studies, I came to the conclusion that men and women lie about equally. 
But in the day and age of when this letter to Titus was written, many people in that culture believed 
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that all women were liars, gossipers, and were not to be trusted. The first part of a holy conduct is 
that of removing falsehood from conversation. 
 
These women were also to not given to much wine. We’ve already discussed the views of alcohol 
and the differences between then and now. As well as how one should conduct their lives without 
the need for the consumption of alcohol. But this is what John Chrysostom, early church father 
born in the 4th century, had to say about this verse and that day. 
 

“...from their natural coldness at that period of life arises the desire of wine, therefore he 
directs his exhortation to that point, to cut off all occasion of drunkenness, wishing them 
to be far removed from that vice, and to escape the ridicule that attends it.” (catena app) 

 
Recalling the relationship of the wife and husband in that day, coldness and emotional detachment 
were a natural tendency due to poor relationships and led to the increase of drinking wine. 
 
They were also to be teachers of good things, literally “beautiful, precious things.” There is a 
need to disciple others the way of Jesus, the way of love, and the way of sanctity. While women 
would’ve taught their children how to work in the house, they are instructed to teach precious 
things, by their very conduct, behaviour, as seen in the beginning of this verse. Their lives are 
supposed to be examples of beautiful conduct in reverence to God. 
 
Not only by the conduct in passive teaching, but also in active teaching. There are eight areas 
which younger women should be taught by the older women, passively and actively. 
 

1) Sober: this is the Greek work sophron, we discussed it at length when looking at the 
men, and it means to be self-controlled and to be able to curb one’s desire. 

 
2) Love their husbands: women are to have a love for their husbands. What’s 
interesting is the Greek word is philo (friendly, brotherly love) not agape. When men 
are told to love their wives, it’s the agape form (see Ephesians 5:25, 28, 33; Colossians 
3:19). While we see that wives are to be subject to their own husbands, the husband has 
a very high calling in marriage to love their wives sacrificially, as Jesus loved, and gave 
Himself for the church (Ephesians 5:25). I do not see in Scripture where God calls the 
wife to sacrificially love the husband, the wife’s love should be in response to the godly 
love calling that the husband fulfills in obedience to Jesus Christ. There must be a 
mutual love between the husband and wife. 
 
Realize, it doesn’t say to do this “if” their husbands are treating them well, but rather 
to “love their husbands”, period. The wife has the ability of being Jesus to their 
husband. There probably were converted women who had unbelieving husbands, and 
in loving their husbands in this fashion, they would be able to win them to Christ, as 
Paul reveals in 1 Corinthians 7:14-15: 
 

“14 And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be 
pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 15 For the unbelieving husband 
is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: 
else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.” 
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3) Love their children: it is said in Ancient Greece that boys were the desired gender 
of birth and that if a girl was born, either to raise the child or “expose” her. In exposing 
the child, the baby would be left our in the elements to allow the baby to simply die. 
And the mother had zero say as to what happened with the child. It was left up to the 
husband or guardian if the woman was unmarried. A cold, callused mother probably 
had little issue with a baby being “exposed.” Therefore, a godly mother is to love all 
their children; whether or not they were what was desired, or any medical condition 
that may arise.  

 
 4) Discreet: to be wise and prudent.  
 

5) Chaste: modest or free from carnality. As women were seen only to produce babies 
and keep the home, some resorted to prostitution to find attention and affection. 
Additionally, this is contrary to the hedonistic society and the role women played in 
temple prostitution of the day for the pagan gods of Aphrodite and Dionysos. 
 
6) Keepers at home: taking care of and providing for the home and family. In that 
culture, the man worked, brought home the food and money, seeing as the woman could 
not obtain a public job and whose position was to stay at home, barefoot and pregnant, 
and take care of the children. However, they did have important work inside the home 
such as wool-working where they could make clothing and other textiles. This was a 
very important work for it provided for the family material possessions. 
 
We see a few places in Scripture where women are fulfilling this role God has placed 
upon their shoulders. First is Lydia, who was a seller of purple linen, that Paul meets 
in Philippi (Acts 16:40), then is Priscilla (Acts 18:2-3) who made tents with her 
husband Aquila. Finally, is the woman who makes fine linen and sells it (Proverbs 
31:24). God is not against women working or providing for their home, God actually 
requires it of women, to support the family in differing areas. Whether it’s to be able 
to provide financially or to stay at home and keep or guard the family and children. 
This doesn’t make the wife any less than the husband, on the contrary, it makes the 
wife equally as important as the husband seeing as the wife is tasked to not only take 
care of the household affairs, but also provide for the family as well. 

 
7) Good: upright, honorable, pleasant, a person one wants to be around rather than has 
to be around. 

 
8) Obedient to their husbands: God doesn’t say to be obedient to husbands, or be 
obedient to other people’s husbands, but rather “be obedient to their husbands.” Recall 
that when a man and woman get married, the two become one flesh. There should be 
no division among them, and no one elevated higher than the other, but rather they 
should be working together in unity to be a reflection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Additionally, just because the wife is to be obedient to their husband, it doesn’t make 
them less than the husband, just a hierarchal position. Recall that Jesus said that “the 
Father is greater than I” (John 14:28). This doesn’t mean the Father of the Trinity is 
better than the Son of the Trinity, it simply points to the structure of the Trinity. The 
Holy Spirit speaks of Jesus (John 15:26), while Jesus points to the Father (John 8:42). 
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Not one Person is lesser than the other, they work together, in unity. This is the same 
way the marriage is to reflect the Triune God; the wife points to the husband, and the 
husband points to Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 11:3). Again, this stems all the way back 
to the Fall in the Garden of Eden, after Eve took of the fruit and disobeyed God, He 
pronounced this judgment in Genesis 3:16: 
 

“thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” 
 
These eight areas are to be taught to the younger women, so they know how to be counter-culture. 
They are to be passively and actively taught as one not only delivers knowledge and enablement, 
but also models it passively, as an example to be followed. As Paul said, “be ye followers of me 
as I follow Christ”, 1 Corinthians 11:1. 
 
We then see the reason for these eight areas to be taught to younger women, so that the word of 
God be not blasphemed, or spoken against. Our lives are to be walking testimonies to the 
transforming work of Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit’s presence in our life. We are to look 
and be different from a culture that rejects Jesus and His message.  
 
There is no better way to reveal the work of God in our lives then to embody the traits and actions 
of the Virtuous Woman of Proverbs 31:10-31! God praises this woman who: 
 

1) is trusted by her husband (v11) 
 
2) does good to her husband (v11) 
 
3) works diligently to provide for her family (v13, 19, 21-22, 24) 
 
4) provides for her family rudimentary needs (v14-15, 27-28) 
 
5) gives a good name to her family and husband (v23) 
 
6) is wise and kind (v26) 
 
7) fears the LORD (v30) 

 
Ladies, this is the behavioral traits to embody and pass on to the next generation. This is what 
Discipleship for Women looks like. 
  
2:9-10  As we consider the next passage, I believe that this is truly talking about people who were 
owned by another person. While the Greek word for slave could be figuratively, I don’t believe 
the Greek word for master (de-spot-ays) is. It’s where we get our word, despot, from...meaning 
master of a household, or absolute ruler. 
 
Therefore, we must address the elephant in the room, slavery. Does the Bible condone slavery? 
No, the Bible doesn’t condone the slavery we know of today. Scripture is also a history book, with 
many of the books written as historical genre, such as the Torah, Joshua, Judges, etc. So, the Bible 
is simply recording what was occurring historically. 
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During the time that Paul is writing this letter to Titus, slavery in the Roman Empire was fairly 
horrible, and only a small fraction of Rome’s slavery ethic is similar to the prescription from the 
Old Testament. In Rome, slavery came about due to being prisoners of war, sailors who were 
captured and sold by pirates, or simply other slaves that were brought in from outside territories. 
Some Roman citizens, for financial reasons, would even sell their children (not themselves) into 
slavery. 
 
Slaves were sold into various work such as mining, agriculture, prostitutes & gladiators, 
tradesman, and domestic home makers. The best life for the slave was found in the domestic realm 
for their lived with their master and his family and many times grew into fondness of them. The 
other classes of slaves were typically severely mistreated. 
 
As a Roman slave, they were property of their masters. These masters could sell or rent them out 
to whoever, whenever, whyever. Their lives were harsh and were often whipped, beaten, branded, 
or cruelly mistreated. A clear example are the slaves in Pompeii who were discovered to have 
disfigured limbs and were severely malnourished. Such was the common life of a Roman slave. 
 
To the society, slaves looked no different from everyone else as they blended in. The Roman 
Senate even considered having slaves wear separate, distinct clothing, so they could stand out. 
However, the idea was quickly abandoned because they believed the slaves would then see how 
they outnumbered the Roman class, and possibly attempt to overthrow the establishment. 
 
When people think of slavery and the Bible, they think of the Antebellum slavery, given its name 
because it was pre-Civil War. This type of slavery was similar to that of the Roman Empire, 
however, it is quite different from the slavery that was prescribed in the Old Testament. Much of 
the issue about slavery and the Bible could be dispelled if people simply considered what the Bible 
says about the protection and freedoms of the slaves. 
 
Similar to the Roman type, slavery was either prisoners of war or people who sold themselves to 
pay off a debt or for providential care. Realize that the Old Testament does prescribe limitations 
and protections for slaves, as well as the ability to procure their own freedom, something that was 
also possible, though scarcely, within the Roman period.  For instance: 
 

Slaves were given a day of rest on the Sabbath, Exodus 20:10 
 

Retribution would be sought after if a master hurt their slave, Exodus 21:20; 26-27 
 

Slaves could obtain their freedom, Exodus 21:2-6 
 

Slaves who became free were to be given providence from the master’s flock, food, and 
other things, Deuteronomy 15:12-15 

 
Slaves were to be treated, not as slaves, but as a hired servant, Leviticus 25:39-40 

 
Every 50th year, the Year of Jubilee, all slaves were to be freed, debts forgiven, property 
returned to their owner, and prisoners released, Leviticus 25:9-10 
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The problem when people levy this charge against the Bible, and ultimately God, is that they are 
playing a double standard. First, they are ignorant of the slavery within the Israeli culture in the 
Old Testament and believe it’s analogous to the Antebellum slavery, or even the slavery in the 
Roman Empire; it is not. Second, the same people who claim slavery is unethical are the same 
ones typically that are ignorant of the Human Trafficking epidemic we see here in our own 
backyard.  
 
According to 2020 Trafficking in Persons Report, State.gov, regarding Human Trafficking in the 
United States: 
 

62% were sex slave victims while 22% were labor slave victims, while others were forced 
into pornography or strip clubs 
 
One in eight endangered runaway youths is likely to be the victim of human trafficking 
 

And yet our society holds up songs that embrace pimping and human trafficking. No, America is 
no better than the Roman slavery of their day, if anything, America is worse than them! 
 
In application, you and I may consider this passage as addressing the employee-employer 
relationship.  Consider the worst employer you worked for. Why were they the worst? Now 
consider the best employer you worked for. Why were they the best? Thinking of these two 
employers, did you work differently for them? Did you work harder for the better employer than 
you did for the worse employer? 
 
Keeping this in mind, realize what God says, “Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own 
masters, and to please them well in all things...” 
 
As we mentioned before, these words run counterculture to the time period of the original 
audience. As slaves, and possibly many of them having horrible masters, they weren’t told to obey 
and be well pleasing if the master was nice or treating them well. No, the slaves were to do this, 
regardless of how they were being treated. This is for a two-fold purpose that we’ll see shortly. 
 
God doesn’t say to be obedient and please the employers that take care of you. Nor does He say 
that you and I should base our obedience and our work ethic based upon the type of employer, 
manager, boss that we have. Rather, God tells us that we need to simply be obedient and well 
pleasing to our own employers.  
 
A couple things to note here. First the matter of obedience; the Greek term brings the idea of 
subjection, such as the organizational structure within the military. There is nothing that speaks of 
one being inferior to another, but rather a hierarchical system. This same term is used for wives to 
be in subjection to their own husbands (Titus 2:15), husbands to be in subjection to Christ (1 
Corinthians 11:3), and for all people to be subjected to the authorities over them (1 Peter 2:13). 
Also note that the slave is to be in subjection to their own master, just as the wife to their own 
husband, and the people to their own government; so far as the subjection is not contrary to the 
clearly established word of God. 
 
If you worked at Walmart and a McDonalds employee came in, would you take orders from that 
McDonalds employee? No; you are not hired at McDonalds you’re hired at Walmart.  
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Then Paul contrasts being in subjection and well pleasing, with the negative in Titus 2:9-10, not 
answering again; not purloining. 
 
Growing up my mother used to catch me giving a disapproving sigh whenever she told me 
something I didn’t want to hear. She called it the lizard...to this day I don’t know why because I’ve 
never heard a lizard sigh, lol. That’s part of the idea here in “not answering again.” How many 
times have you grumbled this month because your supervisor had you do a task you didn’t like, or 
spoke with you a certain way? Or what about speaking back against or trying to say you’re not 
doing this or that? That’s the idea here; grumbling, the attitude, the speaking against, and then 
gossiping about how bad of a boss you work for. 
 
But not only not answering back, but also not purloining, or in other words, pilfering. To pilfer is 
to steal in small quantities or embezzle. It wasn’t uncommon for that day for the slaves to attempt 
to steal in small quantities from their masters, or find ways to prolong the task simply to stick it to 
the man. 
 
In the same way, you and I fall into the trap of stealing on the job also. Whether we take longer 
breaks or lunches than we are supposed to (time theft), accidentally steal pens, fail to clock out, 
among other things. 
 
Out of each of those ways people can steal on the job, when was the last time you did any of that? 
Time theft, embezzled, misappropriating supplies for your own use? God tells us here, clearly, we 
are not to be doing that, regardless of if our employer is treating us bad or could care less about 
us. 
 
Instead of answering back and pilfering, God says that we are to shew all good fidelity. 
 
In your work you are to be a reflection of godly character and godly faithfulness. Which means 
you must have integrity, you must have reliability, you must have faithfulness, regardless of the 
character of your employer. 
 
In not answering back, in no purloining, in showing good fidelity, it reveals ones subjection as 
well as pleasing the one they are working for. And as I mentioned earlier, there is a two-fold 
purpose for this. First, because we are not serving man, but we are serving Jesus Christ. Too many 
times we have an earthly mindset and are ignorant or forgetful of the spiritual implications that our 
words, actions, and thoughts carry. We would do ourselves well to recall the words in Colossians 
3:20-23: 
 

22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God; 23 And whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 

 
Secondly, we are passively influencing those around, to include those whom we are in subjection 
to. This is what Paul reveals when he says that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things. 
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John Chrysostom wrote  
 

“For if he restrains not his hand or his unruly tongue, how shall the Gentile admire the 
doctrine that is among us? But if they see their slave, who has been taught the philosophy 
of Christ, displaying more selfcommand than their own philosophers and serving with all 
meekness and good will, he will in every way admire the power of the gospel. For the 
Greeks judge not of doctrines by the doctrine itself but make the life and the conduct the 
test of the doctrines.” 

 
Your work ethic and motivation adorn the doctrine of God. In other words, you beautify that 
teachings of Christ in action. They say actions speak louder than words, and you can preach all 
day long about Titus 2:9-10, and how we are to serve our employer as we are serving Jesus Christ, 
but unless you are actually living it out, it is just words. This is the heart beat of James when he 
says “faith without works is dead.” He doesn’t mean you lack faith, but that your faith is 
inoperative and is not helping or being useful for anyone. In being obedient to the word of God, in 
being in subjection with our employers to please them, makes the teachings of Christ relevant in 
their life, and makes Christ look compelling to them. 
 
Again, imagine the servants who are being mistreated by their masters. If they are heeding the 
words of God here, and seeking to please their masters, regardless of how they are being treated, 
then it is a reflection of Jesus Christ to their masters, possibly even leading them to Christ, thereby 
fulfilling the admonition of God in 1 Peter 3:15 
 

“be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that 
is in you with meekness and fear” 

 
You and I must never forget to play the long game. Your actions you take tonight or tomorrow, 
regardless of how small they may be, have reactions in the days ahead. We must keep the long 
game in mind, that there is so much more than this temporal life we see in front of us. Each person 
we come across is an individual that will spend eternity in one of two locations. 
 
Consider your actions similar to the Butterfly Effect, where the hypothesis is that a tsunami is 
caused by a butterfly fluttering its wings in a particular way hundreds of miles away, the actions 
you take can have effects on people you don’t even know, days, weeks, or months down the road. 
 
Do you want those effects to be positive or negative? 
 
2:11-15  The “for” in verse 11 reveals the purpose of the areas of growth and discipleship for the 
men, women, and employees;  
 
The purpose of all this is because God’s grace came for all people; not just some, not just the elect, 
not those who receive limited atonement, but all people. And this grace of God teaches us that we 
should deny ungodliness and worldly lusts. And rather live self-controlled, righteously, and godly 
in this present world, or age, period of time.  
 
Because, He says, we are looking for, expecting, awaiting the Blessed Hope, and Glorious 
Appearing of our God and Savior. This return of Jesus Christ will usher in a brand-new world, 
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age, period of time. At that moment, you and I will no longer be in this sin-cursed world, but rather 
be a part of a global system ruled by the Messiah!  
 
And why do we have this Hope and expectation of Glorious Appearing? Because He, Jesus Christ, 
gave Himself for you, me, and everyone else, that He might free us from the bondage, slavery of 
sin and make us unto Himself a people, zealous of good works. 
 
So, this entire time, when we’ve been considering the discipleship aspect of older men, older 
women, younger men, younger women, and servants, our growth isn’t simply to be a requirement 
because of rules. No, our discipleship should be an outgrowth of our love for Jesus because of the 
revelation of His great love He has for you and the great price He paid to free you from the bondage 
of sin. 
 
So, we need to gut-check ourselves. First, are we growing? Are we discipling or being discipled 
so we can become more like Christ? Second, what is the motivation of our growth? Is it to simply 
draw attention to ourselves, or because the revelation of God’s love for you? 
 
3:1-2  Recall that the purpose of the last chapter on discipleship are things that “become sound 
doctrine” (Titus 2:1). This chapter also falls within that category. Lately we’ve been watching a 
television show that highlights religious cults. We’ve watched documentaries about Tony Alamo, 
Jim Jones and the People’s Temple in Guyana, to the Word of Faith church, as well as Marshall 
Applewhite’s Heaven’s Gate, among others. What is telling about each of these cults is a far 
straying from orthodoxy, oppression, and fear tactics. However, to the people inside these cults, 
they believe these people are from God, are living prophets of God, because they don’t know what 
sound doctrine is. Unfortunately, it becomes too late when they realize the truth of these cultic 
organizations as we’ve seen over 900 commit “revolutionary suicide” through Jim Jones, or 
teenagers being beaten to death under the Word of Faith Church, and the Heaven’s Gate having 
39 people commit suicide to join a spaceship behind Comet Halle Bopp in the 90s. 
 
You must know what is sound doctrine, not only for the sake of yourself, but also the sake of your 
friends and family who may be duped by these brainwashing cults. So remember, it is vital to know 
what God’s word truly says and to be able to spot errors. 
 
These people’s lives would’ve possibly been spared had they heeded to words here in these first 
two verses of chapter 3. Understand that doctrine alone reveals one’s views, but doctrine in actions 
reveals ones belief. 
 
In other words, everyone has a worldview, a view of society and the world. And the doctrine they 
hold reveals how they view the world. But many times, one doesn’t live according to their views. 
That’s because only when one truly believes their doctrine, will they live it out revealing their 
belief. This can be good or bad. Bad in the cultic sense that people truly believe, through 
brainwashing, that they need to commit suicide to get to heaven. That is living their doctrine. 
 
But it can be a good thing, for with godly doctrine, we can live it out, revealing we truly believe 
the words we read and teach.  
 
Recall the life of these early Christians. Living in a Roman world but committed to a Jewish 
Messiah and Savior. Regardless of where they were living, they are still told to be “subject” to the 
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authorities over them. This subjection is the same sense we spoke of last week, bring the idea of a 
military authority structure. It’s not that one is better than another, it’s just that there is an authority 
structure, even within society. In the OT, it was a Theocratic society, the nation of Israel under the 
authority of God. But then the people wanted a human ruler, and so it became a Monocratic society, 
under Saul, and then under David.  
 
How many revolts happened during that time? We know from Scripture there were at least two 
that Gamaliel spoke of in Acts 5. First was Theudas, who lead 400 to overthrow the government, 
but they were all killed and scattered. Then was Judas of Galilee, who again was killed and his 
followers scattered. These people attempted to overthrow the government rather than be in 
subjection.  
 
Recall what Paul tells the Roman church, the Christians that were in the epicenter of the Roman 
world. 
 
Romans 13:1-2 

1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained of God. 2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth 
the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 

 
The purpose of this is found a few verses later in verse 5: 
 

Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 
 
Now understanding God’s word systematically means that if our authorities are telling us to do 
something contrary to the word of God, then obviously we are to obey God rather than man (Acts 
5:29). But when it is not contrary to the word of God, then they’d do well to simply submit. 
 
We are told to be ready for every good work. The “be ready” is an adjective and brings to mind 
a state or condition of being. Are you in a ready position? In football, once going to the line of 
scrimmage, the offense and defense are both in a ready position, that’s the picture you and I should 
be in. But be ready for what? “Every good work” 
 
In context, in being in subjection to leaders, every good work is contextually being in subjection 
to what the authorities are asking, as long as it doesn’t infringe on the word of God. It’s the idea 
of championing a good decision that is funneled down from the top. 
 
Also, in regard to those in authority, a Christian is to speak evil of no man. To “speak evil” comes 
from the word where we get blasphemy; it’s the same Greek word used in Mark 3:29 when the 
religious leaders committed blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Coming from the compound blapto 
to injure or hurt, and pheme meaning fame or reputation, together means to injure or hurt one’s 
reputation, or in other words slander, which is to maliciously utter a false report respecting another 
person. 
 
None of us appreciate having false information spoken about us. But how many times have we 
spoken falsely about another person? How many times have you and I shared a post, a tweet, any 
information that speaks negatively about someone we don’t like, whether LeBron James, Nancy 
Pelosi, Biden, Harris, Trump, etc? Out of all those times that you and I shared this information, 
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how many times have you and I actually fact checked what we shared? I guarantee you, 95% of 
negative information that is written about any of those people is biased. If you and I aren’t fact 
checking what we are spreading, then there is a great chance that you and I are doing exactly what 
God is saying right here for us not to do. 
 
Does that mean to fact check everything we are sharing that is negative information? Yes! Or else 
run the risk to slander this person. God didn’t say to speak evil only of some people, He said to 
speak evil of no man. Don’t slander anyone. Not Biden, Harris, Trump, not even Herod, who just 
beheaded the apostle James just a few years earlier. It doesn’t mean not to speak truth to power, 
but to make sure the truth you are speaking is actually truth. 
 
We are also told to be no brawlers, in other words, don’t stir up strife or contentions. Ask yourself,  

 
Why am I sharing this negative publicity? Is it to defame another person? Is it to educate 
people on what is truly happening? Is it to make people aware of what is coming down the 
road?  

 
If you are sharing negative publicity, make sure your motive if pure and true, and don’t do it simply 
to stir up strife. In not being brawlers, contrary, you and I are told to be gentle shewing meekness 
unto all men. Again, there is no qualifiers here...not some men, not some people, not the people 
you get along with. No, you and I are to be gentle and meek with everyone.  
 
This doesn’t mean not standing up for what’s right. Rather, it’s doing so remembering that you’re 
an ambassador of Jesus Christ, and if you preach that He is love and truth, then do so with love 
and truth. 
 
Something to think about is:  
 
The church wasn’t born by anger, contention, strife, and gossip, but by love, grace, and truth.  
 
If the early church acted like the American church, in its hatred and judgmentalism for those on 
the outside, how much would the church have grown? 
 
3:3-7  This is some hard information to swallow and truly consider within ourselves, but here we 
get the purpose of these admonitions. It’s because you were the same way as those people you 
hate, you are slandering, etc. And yet, Jesus never gave up on you. 
 
Here we are shown that the same reason we have a disdain for figures against our views, like 
LeBron James, Biden, Harris, etc, are the same things you and I have done before Christ came into 
our lives. God doesn’t say here that some of us were foolish, disobedient, etc, no He says that we 
also were foolish, disobedient, etc. 
 
But even after that, when God saw us the same way we see those who we have a hatred for, God 
revealed His kindness and love through Jesus Christ. Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, malice, envy, hate, etc, but according to His mercy He saved us.  
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Jesus didn’t come because you were good. Jesus didn’t come because you wanted to do good. 
Jesus came because He knew we couldn’t do good without Him. And it was His love and mercy 
that sent Him. 
 
That’s the power of Titus 3:5! When you contrast it with how you feel about those you have 
contempt for, that’s what God could’ve done for you, but He didn’t. You and I were no different.  
 
What is evangelism? As Oscar wrote a few weeks back, one beggar telling another beggar where 
to find bread. Do we see that other person as someone who needs the bread of life? Or do we see 
that person as someone who doesn’t deserve it? I pray it’s the former and not the latter. 
 
3:8-15 That this information would be key to his message, to regularly remind Christians the whole 
duty of man, as Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes: 
 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 
 Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 
 
These are commandments of God, not suggestions of man. And in doing so, we should regularly 
remind ourselves so we might be careful to maintain good works, which are profitable to all 
men. 
 
Finally, maintaining meekness and gentleness, we are to avoid foolish questions, genealogies, 
and contentions and strivings against the law, seeing as they are unprofitable. This isn’t the first 
time God gives this word; he had Paul write it in 1nd and 2nd Timothy. 
 
You and I have got to be wise enough to see whether someone is seeking or critiquing. Don’t cast 
your pearls before the swine. 
 
Lastly, in dealing with a heretic, realize what a heretic is, according to Scripture.  
 

A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject 
 
It is a schismatic person whose beliefs are bring division to the people of God. Mainly speaking to 
church leadership, the first couple times, gently rebuke this person, explain why and how they are 
wrong, and to stop trying to bring division. Matthew 18 gives words on how to administer church 
discipline. If this individual doesn’t stop, then they need to be rejected or shunned. This is because 
they are not trying to seek the truth, they are subverted and condemning themselves.  
 
As pastors one of our main duties is knowing the word of God and protecting the church from false 
teachings from others claiming what the word of God says.  
 
Paul then concludes his letter with a desire to see Titus, to have certain fellow workers in the 
Gospel to be provided for, and to remain fruitful in ministry. 
 
Life is hard, and ministry is harder. But keeping the end game in view provides a finish line to 
continue striving for. Keep your eyes on Christ and you’ll neither be barren or unfruitful in your 
ministry for Him. 
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Online Video Teachings 

 
Part 1: No Matter How Small 
Titus 1:1-4 
https://odbaptist.com/podcasts/sermons-teachings/2020-12-13-no-matter-how-small 
 
Part 2: The Making of a Great Leader 
Titus 1:5-9 
https://odbaptist.com/podcasts/sermons-teachings/2020-12-20-the-making-of-a-great-leader 
 
Part 3: From Rebuke to Reconciliation 
Titus 1:10-16 
https://odbaptist.com/podcasts/sermons-teachings/2021-01-03-from-rebuke-to-reconciliation 
 
Part 4: Where’s Waldo Christianity 
Titus 2:1 
https://odbaptist.com/podcasts/sermons-teachings/2021-01-10-where-s-waldo-christianity 
 
Part 5a: Discipleship for Men, Part 1 
Titus 2:2, 6-8 
https://odbaptist.com/podcasts/sermons-teachings/2021-01-24-discipleship-for-men 
 
Part 5b: Discipleship for Men, Part 2 
Titus 2:2, 6-8 
https://odbaptist.com/podcasts/sermons-teachings/2021-01-31-discipleship-for-men-part-2 
 
Part 6: Discipleship for Women 
Titus 2:3-5 
https://odbaptist.com/podcasts/sermons-teachings/2021-02-14-discipleship-for-women 
 
Part 7: Servant Discipleship 
Titus 2:9-15 
https://odbaptist.com/podcasts/sermons-teachings/2021-04-18-servant-discipleship 
 
Part 8: The Power of Titus 3:5 
Titus 3:1-15 
https://odbaptist.com/podcasts/sermons-teachings/2021-04-25-the-power-of-titus-3-5 
 
 
 

Online Audio Teachings 
 

https://www.sermonaudio.com/search.asp?SourceOnly=true&currSection=sermonssource&keyword=odbaptist 
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