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Pastor’s Message by Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Change and Hope  

 

Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set them on 

her shoulders and then sent her off with the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the desert of 

Beersheba. When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the bushes. Then she went off 

and sat down nearby, about a bowshot away, for she thought, "I cannot watch the boy die." And as she sat 

there nearby, she began to sob. God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven 

and said to her, "What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. 

Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation." Then God opened her eyes 

and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. Genesis 

21:8-19 (NIV) 

 

This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to 

Babylon:  "… seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD 

for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper."  For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, 

"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:4-7, 11 (NIV) 

 

Hagar stood in the desert with her son Ishmael in her arms, the dust of the dry landscape swirling about her. 

She cannot bear to see his parched lips any longer, cannot stand that her words and desperate caresses no 

longer comfort him. So she places her son under a bush to die. As she walks away helplessly, trying to escape 

her child's cries, Hagar calls out to God, begging God to prevent her from seeing the death of her son. At that 

moment of heart-wrenching distress, Hagar begins to understand she will be a mother of a great nation. It is 

as if she has somehow been given a taste of Abraham's covenant, when God promised Abraham his offspring 

would be as numerous as the grains of sand and the stars in the sky. It is after this realization that Hagar 

looks up and sees a well in the distance. 



Pastor’s Message (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is the church that we’ve come to know seem to be dying like Ishmael in the desert? What may have once 

been fertile land for our churches seems now to be parched. Looking over our pews, even before COVID, 

many of us see the faithful remnant of a congregation from a half-century ago. We wonder whether our 

church will exist twenty years from now. Churches that once boasted large membership have dwindled. 

Some, who could no longer afford to keep the church building running have closed their doors. Our ELCIC 

and Alberta Synod have had to make drastic cuts to staff and ministries. The world seems so unstable 

these days. Throw in a pandemic, and the instability has gone on steroids. Yet, I believe we, like Hagar, can 

sense great hope in our own seemingly barren landscapes. 

 

Isn’t it hard to recognize the world in which we live and minister today? Don’t you feel like a stranger in a 

strange land.  The world is changing before our eyes. From the time I left seminary in 1993, I have found 

myself having to drastically change the way I do pastoral ministry. The social and cultural context has 

changed so much, so fast, and the models in which I did ministry in the past don't seem to be working in a 

new generation. I believe there are a number of reasons why church ministry needed to change.  

 

Family structures have changed. Churches use to primarily work with nuclear families—ones with a mother, 

a father, and offspring. Our congregations often relied heavily on the volunteer work of housewives (sorry 

for the mild sexism, but that’s the way it was back then) and geared programming and outreach to young 

families (i.e. – the Sunday School classroom model). 

 

Now people get married and have children later in life, if at all. There is no longer a mom, a dad, and two-

and-a-half children in each home. Families come in all shapes and sizes. A good percentage of our 

households are likely to be single, blended or in a same-gender relationship. The women of our 

congregations typically work at full-time jobs and have less free time to volunteer in the church.  

 

Society has changed. Churches, back in the day, surveyed the culture accurately and developed programs 

to meet the needs of the larger society. Now, the ethnicity and culture of society has grown more diverse; 

we no longer live in the same context. In the past, the people to whom our churches reached out were 

largely from a Christian background. Most of the people we welcomed into our congregations had been 

born and raised in the church. They could easily find their way around a Bible and could recite the Lord's 

Prayer and the Apostles' Creed on demand. These men and women knew those complicated hymns and 

were familiar with the flow and structure of the liturgical worship service. 

 

Today, our neighbourhoods are filled with people from a wide array of religious backgrounds and cultural 

expressions. Many come with limited or no church background. We struggle to communicate our faith in 

the midst of such pluralism. Within our past models, we could rely on social conditioning and 

denominational loyalty to drive people to church. Now, we need to become much more as we reach out to 

our wider communities.  

 

Finally, our modes of communication have changed so dramatically and so quickly that the church has 

struggled to keep up. It is a new world in which we live. The new social media has affected the way people 

communicate (multimedia). It is transforming our lives in ways we have yet to understand. And once again, 

the pandemic has put the necessity of a virtual presence into overdrive. 
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The social, cultural and religious landscape has changed all around us. To some, I know, it feels like a 

desert—dry and barren, and inhospitable. Yet the scriptures remind us that we have a God who brings 

salvation to people who wander in the driest deserts. With a bit of divine imagination and flexibility, I believe 

we will see the wells full of living water, as Hagar and Ishmael did. With a bit of divine imagination and 

flexibility, we will see the milk and honey flowing all around us. Even in the driest deserts we are beginning to 

see networks of tributaries flowing around us.  

 

You, I and all of Christianity are at a crossroads in human history. We, who have carried the mantle of the 

Gospel are passing this treasure to the next generation. We have made wonderful contributions to the 

structure and ethos of the Church and now we are asked to entrust it into the hands of the generation after 

us. They have different containers in which they present the Message of Jesus, but it is the same message. 

The social and cultural structures are changing in our churches. We can look at it two ways. We can see the 

changes as fearful and dangerous. Or we can see them as exciting and joyous ways in which God is calling 

the church to “be in the world, but not of it.”  If you’re like me, there’s probably a little bit of all these 

emotions running through you. That’s ok. When something new is happening, it is a joyous and painful 

experience; just like childbirth. But I believe with all my being that the church of the future will be a “great 

nation” of believers who, like us, will change the world for Jesus Christ. Our God has always promised hope 

and a future for his people. May you be refreshed, knowing that God is in control in the midst of the joy, 

excitement, fear, and pain that we are experiencing through these changing times.  

 

Peace and blessings! 

Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecostal Christians 

 

Every Christian is a Pentecostal Christian. Not denominationally, but Spiritually. We possess the Spirit, or I 

should say the Spirit possesses us. What does being Pentecostal Christians mean for us today? Starting on 

Pentecost (May 23) we will take a journey to discover what it means to live in the Spirit. Or, I should say, 

letting the Spirit live in and through us. 
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Resurrection Now! 

Through April and May we will be celebrating the season of Easter; the Resurrection of Our Lord. However,     

we can celebrate the resurrection everyday! Even though the fulfillment of our resurrection is yet to come,    

this abundant life is in us now. This sermon series will focus on our life in Christ today and not just when        

we die. He is Risen! He is Risen, indeed! May we live in that reality today! 

 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seeing Christ in the Old Testament 

The first evening after the resurrection, two disciples of Jesus met a man on the road from Jerusalem to 

Emmaus. He seemed clueless about the events that had transpired during Holy Week. They did not recognize 

that it was Jesus in disguise. Finally, in their confusion and doubt, gave them the greatest Bible study lesson 

ever. 

Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 

Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 

scriptures. Luke 24:25-27 (NRSV) 

In the coming months we will search the Old Testament to find the treasure that is Jesus. Join us on Zoom 

Wednesdays at 7:00 pm and Thursdays at 10:00 am. 



Board Report by Nick Perchthaler 

 

Greetings to everyone and the Board continues to pray that all of you and your families are healthy. By now, 

many of you will have received your first dose of the vaccine, which is good news. It is unfortunate to see that 

the cases in Alberta continue to rise during this third wave. Please note that our Risk Management Committee 

continues to meet early each month to review the situation. Based on the current circumstances, the 

Committee continues to recommend that no “in church services” be held. But let’s stay optimistic that things 

will improve over the coming months. 

 

Easter is behind us. For the second year in a row, it was held virtually. For Pastor Greg it was his first year 

celebrating Easter at LCOS. He and Jocelyn have done a great job adapting to the circumstances. The “Journey 

for Jesus” was a unique and spiritual way of being able to celebrate Holy Week. 73 members attended and 

walked through the twelve station experience. A video taking you through the experience was also made 

available to those who couldn’t attend in person. Jocelyn deserves a lot of credit for putting this together. A big 

thank you also to the volunteers who helped out to ensure the experience was managed safely. 

 

Some exciting news for the Board is that we are finally able to hold the first reading on the 2021 Constitution 

and ByLaws. This will take place on April 25. For most of the church members this is a very dry topic, but for the 

Board this is an essential document for us to perform our duties. We are very optimistic that the vote will be 

approved. As per our current Constitution, a second reading will then have to be held in late May. A lot of work 

has been done over the past couple of years by the Constitution Committee and Board. It will be nice to be able 

to report that the document has been approved and more time can then be spent on growth opportunities, 

which is a key focal area for the Board in the post pandemic environment.      

 

During the pandemic, the Board continues to manage our Financial situation very carefully. The Canadian 

Emergency Wage Subsidy continues to help our bottom line significantly. But we cannot be complacent. Even 

with this support we finished March with a deficit of about $1,005 and our surplus has shrunk to $5,810. 

Without this Government subsidy we would be in a deficit position of $9,818.  April is looking to be a better 

month as there have been several significant donations. As we progress through the year, the Board will revisit 

all budgeted items (such as hiring a Youth Minister).  

 

We continue to Live stream the services from the Sanctuary and continue to Broadcast over FM 100.5 station 

at our 9am and 11am services. If there are comments on the live stream or FM please contact Mike by email at 

Michael.Mihaichuk@gmail.com. We also continue to provide a YouTube recording of the services when 

completed on Sunday afternoon. Since we are live streaming, we will be able to conduct virtual communion, so 

please be prepared with your own elements (bread and wine/juice) for that part of the service on the first and 

third Sundays of the month. 
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Board Report (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the Board continues to acknowledge all staff and volunteers at LCOS who continue to support the 

congregation and all church activities. That has allowed us to continue with weekly services, communicate 

with all congregational members and enjoy our music in a safe manner. 

Thank You Volunteers! You are a blessing to the congregation. 

 

If you require any assistance with operational issues, please contact Pastor Greg at 403-464-8254. 

 

The Board continues to work on behalf of the Congregation to ensure that LCOS is a safe place where we can 

grow according to our Mission “We are an inviting and growing Christian presence, with a passion for living 

and sharing Jesus Christ” and our Vision “To be a Christ-centered community that equips disciples to make 

disciples”.  If you have any questions or comments regarding Board activities, please feel free to contact Nick 

Perchthaler at nperchthaler@shaw.ca or via phone at 587-437-8511. 

 

Stay safe and get out and enjoy spring! 

 

Nick Perchthaler 

Board Chair 
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Virtual Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Virtual VBS was such a success, we want to offer the experience throughout the year with our     

 Virtual Sunday School Program.  

 

 There is so much flexibility with this program. You can do it on Sunday or whenever it fits with your 

 family’s schedule. And LCOS will cover the licensing cost. It will be like VBS all year! 

   Contact Pastor Greg if you would like to sign up your family at                          

           pastorgreg@oursaviourchurch.ca or 403-464-8254. 

 

mailto:pastorgreg@oursaviourchurch.ca


Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen, Financial Secretary 

  

If you wish to contribute to the church, the following are options for giving: 

 

Interac e-transfer: 

Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. This is set up to transfer automatically 

without a password.  

 

PAR Program Giving: 

The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give monthly directly from a bank or credit 

union account. If you sign up by May 01, your monthly donation would begin May 20. Please contact the 

Financial Secretary Cliff Blumhagen (403-936-0419 or blumhagencg@gmail.com) to get a PAR sign up form. 

 

Cheque: 

You can mail or drop off a cheque to the church. However, bank trips are limited at this time and it may take 

several weeks until cheques are deposited at the bank. 

 

Online Giving (via credit or debit card **): 

Donations are made via the following secure link: https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now.  

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code 

on the back of a credit card. ** 

 

Text Giving (via credit or debit card**): 

Donations are made by texting LCOSGive to 73256 followed by the donation amount.  

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code 

on the back of a credit card. ** 

 

Quarter 1 Giving Statements: 

Quarter 1 giving statements were created in early April. And distributed via an email containing a link to retrieve 

your statement. 

** NOTE: if you have an email address and did not receive an email with a link to your statement, check your 

Junk or Spam folder in the event it was directed there. ** 

For givers who do not have an email address and are getting The Vine delivered to their residence, their tax 

receipt is being delivered along with The Vine. 

 

Did you know… 

 

… that you can see your personal information and your up to date giving when you login to the church database 

system called ‘Realm’. 

 

If you do not have a login and would like one, please contact Cliff. 

 

You can contact Cliff at blumhagencg@gmail.com or 403-936-0419. 
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Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Seed Planting  by Pat Kaack 

 

 

I like to do a little seeding in small pots in March. Our kitchen table has just the right amount of natural light 

for the pots to sit on. I prepare the small pots with nutritious potting soil. Carefully I drop the tiny seeds into 

¼ inch soil. Then I gently pat the soil down. Finally, I spray the newly potted seeds with warm water to give 

them a start at germinating. I make little signs to tell me what I planted, and the date. 

 

Each morning and evening I spray the pots. I watch carefully for the little seeds to poke their heads thru the 

soil. The day arrives, I say to myself, ”oh, look, new life has sprouted.” What a joy to see. As the days go by, I 

wait on the slow pokes and eventually they poke thru the soil. There are also some who just don’t poke up. 

That is sad, but I am happy for the ones who show their faces. Surprisingly, a few do poke up. 

 

April arrives and the newly sprouted plants of kale, lavatera, dill, parsley, squash and cucumber start to grow 

and take on a new look. I tend to them very gently as their stems are so very fragile, like a mother tends to 

her new born baby. Every day without fail I water them and spread a little soil around their stems so they 

don’t wither away. The leaves are growing wider and a third and fourth leaf comes forth. Patience and 

persistence are required to see these babies come to fruition. I now need to put the sturdy ones into bigger 

pots, that will give them room to grow until the day I transplant them into our garden in mid-May. 

 I will continue to water my tender plants and remove the weeds that will strangle the good roots. Sunshine is 

always ordered as well as, an occasional rain fall. 

 

Eventually July, August, September are happy days for me to pick my produce and share with others. The 

months pass by, attentively I care, listen and watch my flock of plants grow. 

 

Let me take you to GOD’ GARDEN. He dutifully and patiently attends to it unconditionally. WE ARE HIS 

GARDEN. His greatest Creation is His people. Just this past month we have been blessed to receive two little 

babies Tate and Jack here in our neighbourhood. We are blessed to have such nurturing neighbours who 

have encouraged their mothers for the past nine months. With expectation we all awaited new growth and 

arrival. Happily, we will nurture Tate and Jack and watch them grow into the person God created them to be. 

I found this poem by Mary S. Chevalier in a little booklet I have had for years, “Flowers in God’s Garden”. It 

gave me the inspiration to share. 

 

 

 

 



Seed Planting  by Pat Kaack 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Pastor Greg said in his sermon on Sunday April 18th, we are the seeds. He nourishes us daily with His 

Word, He waters us and prunes us as needed, so we can grow to be that person He so designed us to be--- 

His Christ-like servants. Our greatest gift is life and He gives it to us abundantly. “Let go and Let God "take 

your hand and walk with you in His Garden of Life.” 

 

We all have seeds to sow. No matter where we live, preaching the Gospel in the little things we do, and 

bringing God’s joy to others. I made baby cards for Tate and Jack, and knitted them baby face cloths and 

bought them a baby sleeper. A hot meal and fresh bread for the families was warmly welcomed. I sowed a 

seed for their parents and siblings and most of all for these little baby boys. We bring the church to others. 

Hope you enjoy the poem     

God’s Servant Patricia Kaack 



The Brenda Strafford Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ‘What an amazing donation!  

  It filled up our whole donation room. 

  Please send our most sincere thanks to the congregation.  

  LCOS did amazing!’ 

        Volunteer and Events Coordinator  

          

 



Donations 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If  anyone wishes to make donations to the Acadia Food 

Pantry, the Calgary Mustard Seed, the Brenda Strafford 

Centre or the Lions Eye Bank we will have donation      

boxes at the church on an ongoing basis.                                           

Items can be left at the west door or by emailing               

office2@oursaviourchurch.ca to make arrangements. 

Acadia Food Pantry 



Lutheran Hospital Ministries - Southern Alberta  

 

              WALK, RUN or ROLL FOR LOVE 

Saturday, May 1, 2021 
 

 
Support Lutheran Hospital Ministries – Southern Alberta Society 
We bring Jesus’ Healing to Patients in Hospitals and Care Centres 

 

Join the Fun         Raise the Funds   
 

 
Walk or Run 5 km through Confederation Park 

 

Sponsor a Walker or Runner / Support by Donations 
 

8:30 am  Registration 
Faith Lutheran Church 

1903 – 19 Avenue NW, Calgary 
9:30 am  Walk & Run Begin 

Juice and water will be provided 
 

Tax Receipts will be issued for sponsorship donations of $20 or more. 
 

Pledge forms are available from our web page or 
Lutheran Hospital Ministries – Southern Alberta 

66 – 7 Street NE, Calgary, AB  T2E 4B7 
Phone:  (403) 264-4045      

email:  lhmsac@gmail.com 
Website:  www.lhmsa.ca 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/Lutheran-Hospital-Ministries-Southern-Alberta 
 

 
THE WALK WILL TAKE PLACE COME RAIN OR SHINE, OR SNOW 

 

mailto:lhmsac@gmail.com
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Canadian Blood Services 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      Bishop’s Message by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 



      Bishop’s Message (continued)  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



         May 2021    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

1 

 

2      Communion 

9:00 & 11:00 am 
Drive-In Worship Services 

Live Stream Services 
 
YouTube Service 
 
1:00 Zoom Fellowship 

3 

 

4 5 
 

7:00 pm Seeing 
Christ in the Old 

Testament         

Bible Study 

 

 

6 
 
10:00 am  Seeing 
Christ in the Old 

Testament         

Bible Study 

 

 

7 

 

8 

 

  

  

9 

9:00 & 11:00 am 
Drive-In Worship Services 

Live Stream Services 
 
YouTube Service 
 
1:00 Zoom Fellowship 

10 

 

11 

 

 

12 

7:00 pm Seeing 
Christ in the Old 

Testament          

Bible Study 

 

   

13 

10:00 am  Seeing 
Christ in the Old 

Testament         

Bible Study 

 

 

14 

 

 

15 

 

 

  

16    Communion 

9:00 & 11:00 am 
Drive-In Worship Services 

Live Stream Services 
 
YouTube Service 
 
1:00 Zoom Fellowship 

17 

 

 

 

 

18 
 
7:00 pm 

Board Meeting 

19 
 

7:00 pm Seeing 
Christ in the Old 

Testament          

Bible Study 

 

 

20 
 
10:00 am  Seeing 
Christ in the Old 

Testament         

Bible Study 

 

 

21 
 
June Vine 
Submission 
Deadline 

22 

 

23 

9:00 & 11:00 am 
Drive-In Worship Services 

Live Stream Services 
 
YouTube Service 
 
1:00 Zoom Fellowship 

 

24 

 

25 26 
 

7:00 pm Seeing 
Christ in the Old 

Testament         

Bible Study 

27 
 
10:00 am  Seeing 
Christ in the Old 

Testament         

Bible Study 

28 29 

30 

9:00 & 11:00 am 
Drive-In Worship Services 

Live Stream Services 
 
10:00 Constitution &   
ByLaws Second Reading 

 
YouTube Service 
 
1:00 Zoom Fellowship 

 

31      


