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Take a moment to pray for the Lord to still your 
mind, as well as direct your thoughts, conversation 
and response to the study. 
 
Appetizer: 
 
Question:  Two questions off the top:  (1) Have you 
ever told someone about your faith only to have the 
conversation turn very awkward?  Why do you think 
that happened?  (2) Have you ever had a moment 
where you thought you had an opportunity to share 
the gospel but decided not to?  Why? 
 
Main Course: 
 
Have someone read Matthew 7:6 
 
The passage is most likely talking about the kingdom 
of God, the vision Jesus has for humanity that he has 
been outlining in his Sermon on the Mount. 
 
When he talks about pigs and dogs, he is using 
common words that were often used for Gentiles.  
This might make us uncomfortable, seeing Jesus use 
such strong language to describe people.  If it’s 
helpful, remember that it was language used by 
people who were under the rule of gentiles.  It 
would be like Americans being called Yankees, or the 
English being called Colonialists.  Regardless, it was 
Jesus using a metaphor that his audience would 
understand well:  Don’t preach this message of the 
Kingdom of God to the Gentiles. 
 
Yet. 
 
We know that Jesus does want the whole world to 
know about the message of the kingdom.  We know 
that the gospel needs to be preached to all nations 
(Matthew 24:14) and that the people of God are to 
make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28L19-20). 
 
Jesus is just saying that the gentiles are not ready for 
the message at this point.   
 

And when an audience is not ready to hear God’s 
they will either dismiss it, discard it, treat it 
disrespectful, or down right abuse you. 
 
That’s probably Jesus’ bottom line in the passage:  
There is a time and place and way to communicate 
the message of Jesus. 
 
Discussion:  In the sermon, Jeff suggested that one 
of the best places for us to start sharing the message 
of the kingdom is close to home.  Why would it be 
best to start “in our own neighbourhood” (families, 
friends, co-workers, fellow Christians) when it 
comes to talking about our faith?  On the other 
hand, why is this often a challenge for us? 
 
In the sermon the question was asked:  How can we 
address the large issues of the world when we forget 
the address of our neighbours?  
 
Question:  In a society where “being neighbourly” is 
a lost art, what are the first steps towards bringing 
the kingdom of God to our neighbours? 
 
Discussion:  When it comes to the message of Jesus, 
not only can we start close to home, we need to also 
start with a respectful conversation, or translation of 
the gospel.  Right now, Christianity is often 
responded to with distrust or even with anger or 
fear.  Much of the reason for this is the way the 
gospel has been communicated.  What ways has the 
gospel been communicated in North America in the 
last 10 years that make it unappealing? 
 
Question:  What are the things about the message of 
Jesus that you find captivating that you think, if 
people just heard it or “got it” they would find it 
enticing? 
 
 
Dessert: 
 
How can we practice respecting the message of 
Jesus as we proclaim it?  Here are a couple exercises 
for this week to encourage each other in: 
 
1.  Describe the Good News to yourself in a 
sentence.  One struggle that people often confess 
when it comes to the message of Jesus is their own 
insecurity of explaining it.  We’re concerned we 
won’t be able to deal with the hard questions, or 
explain what Jesus was up to when he said, “My 



kingdom is not o fthis world.”  So, start with 
something simple:  In a nutshell, why is Jesus 
appealing to you? 
 
2. Redeem Social media 
 
You may not be on social media but if you are, you 
may have noticed a bit of a change over the last few 
with what Christians post.  There used to be a lot of 
cat pictures and videos, and encouraging phrases 
and Scripture verses.  Now it would seem that 
Christians have identified themselves not as Jesus 
people or even church people, but as political 
people.  Certainly there are a lot of causes that 
Christians should be concerned about, but in the 
midst of all the discussion, the message of Jesus (as 
describe in your sentence or phrase that you are 
crafting above) seems missing.  Or it seems that it 
isn’t being communicated at the right place and the 
right time in the right way, and the audience is 
dismissing it, or abusing it or mistreating it. 
 
Take a moment to brainstorm:  How can the whole 
small group, those who are on social media, 
participate in a “Jesus campaign” where every post 
from the group over the next week highlights one of 
the best aspects of the gospel.  Create a 
conversation over one of the themes that has arisen 
throughout the sermon series (whether its turning 
the other cheek, or justice, or the kind of people 
who get to be in God’s country, or anxiety, etc.  
Friends may respond both negatively and positively, 
but no matter: let’s see what happens when we 
collectively make our social media presence a 
kingdom of God presence.  Share the experience 
with one another next week. 
 
Take a moment to pray for one another.  Pray that 
God’s Spirit would empower us with wisdom and 
confidence to share the kingdom of God with those 
closest to us, in respectful ways.  And, when 
necessary, use words. 
 
 


