
BBC Distinctives

BBC Purpose Statement:
The purpose of Bethany Baptist Church is to bring glory to God by making

disciples who reflect the character and priorities of Jesus Christ.

www.bethanybaptist.ab.ca
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Baptist Identity and Ecclesiology
Bethany Baptist church is a traditional Baptist congregation. The name “Baptist” has come to
mean many things to many people, and so can sometimes cause confusion. As with any other
church, the name above the door isn’t as important as what is taught inside.

Bethany Baptist Church is:

- Autonomous gaining the benefits of fellowship and counsel through voluntary
associations.  The church has existed only since Pentecost and is constituted solely of
believers. Membership, then, in the local church must be on an individual basis, and
children may not be counted as members until they have experienced salvation, have
been baptized, and have joined the church.

- Elder Led Congregational model.  Everyone is responsible to do their part in the church
family.  Being inactive is not an option in this polity because everyone bears
responsibility for the health of the local church, and also then everyone enjoys the
blessings as well.

- Credo Baptist by immersion.   Only those who have personally placed trust in Christ as
Savior may and should be baptized by immersion, which pictures death, burial, and
resurrection

- Not “Reformed” or “Covenantal” nor is it outright “Dispensational.”  However, Bethany
Baptist Church believes that the church only began to exist in the New Testament.

Using labels is challenging in the Christian world today because these labels can mean different
things to different people.  However, there are two main systems of thoughts that describes how
to understand the theological big picture in Scripture:

- Dispensational Theology
- Covenant or Reformed Theology

Depending on one’s background and what they have been taught they will fall into one of the
above two categories.  Nonetheless, whatever framework is influencing us, we all must maintain
a willingness to have our thinking and theological system be modified by a careful and robust
hermeneutic as we study the Scriptures.

Calvinism is another word that is sometimes equated with Reformed theology. To be fair, they
are not identical. Even within Dispensationalism, you will find Calvinists and non-Calvinists,
though likely more of the latter. However, adherents to Reformed theology are almost always
Calvinist.  Bethany Baptist Church and the Fellowship of Evangelical Baptist Churches are
mostly and historically Calvinistic in its Soteriology (Please refer to the “Soteriology” section in
this material).
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Though, historically and recently, Reformed brothers and sisters have done much for the cause
of the Christian faith.  We fellowship with reformed brothers and sisters however Bethany
Baptist Church is Baptist.  Bethany Baptist Church is not a church that is bound together by a
framework of systematic theology but by Christ; we do not gather under the label of
Dispensationalism but in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Bethany Baptist Church wants to
be judged by the hallmark of the Reformation itself – Scripture alone. Soli Deo Gloria.

Why is it important?
Bethany Baptist Church does not claim that one needs to be a Baptist in order to be a Christian.
A person certainly does not have to be a Baptist to get to heaven! But we do believe there are
important gospel truths for which we stand as a baptist church family.

Some of them are:

● The Lordship of Jesus Christ
● The Church as the gathered company of believers
● Churches associating together
● Believers' baptism
● The authority of the Bible
● The significance of the church meeting
● Elder Led Congregational Governance
● The priesthood of all believers
● The missionary task
● Religious freedom

All of this is really a way of being the Church of Jesus, of being Christian. And that's the
important thing!
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Biblical Eldership
What is it?
The Bible teaches that each local church should be led by a plurality of godly, qualified men
called elders. (1)

Where is it in the Bible?
Paul lays out the qualifications for elders in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9. Passages that
evidence a plurality of elders in one local church include Acts 14:23, Acts 20:17, 1 Timothy 4:14,
1 Timothy 5:17, and James 5:14. (2)

Why is it important?
God gifts churches with elders to:

● feed God’s sheep God’s word (Jn. 21:15-17),
● guide the sheep (1 Tim. 4:16; 1 Pet. 5:3, Heb. 13:7),
● and protect the sheep from attackers (Acts 20:27-29; 2 Tim. 4:3-4; Tit. 1:9),
● while protecting both themselves and the church through the wisdom of their plurality

(Prov. 11:14; 24:6).

The bottom line? Biblical church leadership is important because without it, God’s people are
like sheep without shepherds. (3)

Reference Links:
(1) https://www.9marks.org/about/the-nine-marks/
(2) Ibid
(3) Ibid

Other Links:
- https://www.gotquestions.org/church-leadership.html
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Church Discipline
What is it?
On occasion a Christian will wander away from the fellowship of other believers and find himself
ensnared by sin through ignorance or willful disobedience. It then becomes necessary for the
church, and particularly its shepherds, to actively seek the repentance and restoration of that
Christian. As shepherds of the flock, the elders love the sheep and are also held accountable by
God for their spiritual welfare, including that of the wandering sheep. As in Jesus’ parable in
Luke 15:3-8, it is a time of joy, both in heaven and within the church, when the wandering
Christian truly repents.

Where is it in the Bible?
In Matthew 18:15-17, Jesus sets forth the four step process of church discipline: (1) tell him his
sin alone; (2) take some witnesses; (3) tell the church; and (4) treat him as an outsider.

Why is it important?
To many, church discipline (excluding a professing Christian from membership in the church and
participation in the Lord’s Supper because of serious unrepentant sin) sounds downright mean.
Yet the Bible portrays discipline as an act of love (Heb. 12:6-11). Here are several benefits:

1. Church discipline calls a professing believer out of sin. For instance, a man in the Corinthian
church was having an affair with his father’s wife, and the church approved of it. Paul
commanded the church to exclude the man so that the man might repent, be saved, and come
back to the church (1 Cor. 5:5).

2. Church discipline warns other Christians about the danger of sin. Paul told Timothy that if a leader
sins, he should be rebuked publicly “so that the rest may stand in fear” (1 Tim. 5:20).

3. Church discipline purifies the church as a whole. Paul writes, “Do you not know that a little leaven
leavens the whole lump?” (1 Cor. 5:7). Excommunicating an unrepentant member keeps sin’s
destructive influence from spreading and results in a purer, holier, healthier church.

4. Church discipline presents non-Christians with a more faithful corporate witness. Would you be
surprised to learn that church discipline can be a powerful evangelistic tool? When a whole
community lives in a way that’s radically different from the world, people notice and wonder why
(Matt. 5:16, John 13:34-35).

5. Church discipline promotes the glory of God. Christians should be conspicuously holy, not for our
own reputation but for God’s (1 Peter 2:12). As the church increasingly reflects God’s loving and
holy character, we put God’s glory on display for all to see. Like a billboard! This is why God
made us (Gen. 1:27, Isa. 43:6-7, Eph. 3:10)! (1)

Reference Links:
(1) https://www.9marks.org/answer/what-are-benefits-practicing-church-discipline/
(2) BBC Has a Church Discipline and Restoration Plan that the Elders use as a guideline in

such circumstances
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Church Membership
What is it?
In a day when commitment is a rare commodity, it should come as no surprise that church
membership is such a low priority to so many believers. Sadly, it is not uncommon for Christians
to move from church to church, never submitting themselves to the care of elders and never
committing themselves to a group of fellow believers.

To neglect—or to refuse—to join a church as a formal member, however, reflects a
misunderstanding of the believer’s responsibility to the body of Christ. And it also cuts one off
from the many blessings and opportunities that flow from this commitment. It is essential for
every Christian to understand what church membership is and why it matters.

Where is it in the Bible?
Although Scripture does not contain an explicit command to formally join a local church, the
biblical foundation for church membership permeates the New Testament. This biblical basis
can be seen most clearly in (1) the example of the early church (Acts 2:41, 47; 5:14; 16:5; (1
Tim. 5:9) (2) the existence of church government (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2; 1 Thess. 5:12; 1 Tim.
5:17; Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:3) (3) the exercise of church discipline (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Cor.
5:1-13) (4) the exhortation to mutual edification (Heb. 10:24-25; Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12:4-7; 1
Pet. 4:10-11).

Why is it important?
Living out a commitment to a local church involves many responsibilities: exemplifying a godly
lifestyle in the community, exercising one’s spiritual gifts in diligent service, contributing
financially to the work of the ministry, giving and receiving admonishment with meekness and in
love, and faithfully participating in corporate worship. Much is expected, but much is at stake.
For only when every believer is faithful to this kind of commitment is the church able to live up to
her calling as Christ’s representative here on earth. To put it simply, membership matters.

Other Links:
(1) https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/6-reasons-why-membership-

matters/
(2) https://www.9marks.org/article/journalchurch-membership-biblical/
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Creation Position
What is it?
Knowing that this position on creation is not popular we would like to come right out and explain
what we believe and be clear on this issue.  Young-earth creationists believe that the creation
days of Genesis 1 were six literal (24-hour) days. We base this view on the literal, grammatical,
historical reading of Genesis chapter one.  Therefore, the book of Genesis is to be read and
understood as actual history.  Tied to this historical understanding of Genesis is the belief in a
worldwide flood most often referred to as Noah’s flood in Genesis chapter six.  This worldwide
flood is responsible for most of the rock layers and fossil formations.  It is possible that other
layers were created due to more localized geographical events and processes.  We disagree
with and will not teach any competing views on creation as alternatives but rather teach them as
errors and misinterpretations.

Where is it in the Bible?
A simple reading of Genesis 1-11 leads us to understand the text as 7 literal 24 hour days.  Also
when you look at the meaning and use of the Hebrew word “yom” in the Old Testament it is
almost always meaning a literal day, which is confirmed in Genesis one.  “Yom” is repeatedly
used with a number (one day, second day, etc.) and with evening and morning, which elsewhere
in the OT always means a literal day. It is defined again literally in verse 14 in relation to the
movement of the heavenly bodies.

● Moses referred to creation as literal days in Exodus 20:8-11.
● Jesus refers to Adam and Eve, Cain and Able, Noah and the flood and other names as

literal history (Mark 10:6; 13:19; Luke 11:50-51).

Why is it important?
The Bible clearly teaches the young-earth creationist view of Genesis 1–11. The literal history of
Genesis 1-11 is absolutely foundational to the truth of the rest of the Bible and the gospel itself.
Taking these early chapters of Genesis in any other way undermines God’s Word and the
gospel of Jesus Christ, and over the past 200 years such compromises with evolution and
millions of years have done incalculable damage to the spiritual health and evangelistic and
missionary efforts of the Church.  Ultimately, the question of the age of the earth is a question of
the truth and authority of Scripture. That’s why the age of the earth matters so much and why
the church cannot compromise on this important issue.

Other Links:
(1) https://answersingenesis.org/creationism/young-earth/young-earth-creationist-view-s

ummarized-and-defended/
(2) https://www.gotquestions.blog/young-earth-creationist.html
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Complementarian
What is it?
Complementarianism is the teaching that masculinity and femininity are ordained by God and
that men and women are created to complement, or complete, each other. Complementarians
believe that the gender roles found in the Bible are purposeful and meaningful distinctions that,
when applied in the home and church, promote the spiritual health of both men and women.
Embracing the divinely ordained roles of men and women furthers the ministry of God’s people
and allows men and women to reach their God-given potential.1

Where is it in the Bible?

● Male and female were created equally in the image of God (Genesis 1:25-26).
● Though created equal in value and worth but with distinction (Genesis 2:18)
● Ephesians 5 details how husband and wife are to function within marriage and a

Christian home.
● 1 Timothy 2:11-27 and Titus 2:2-6 explain the the complementarian model being lived

out within the church and its leadership.
● For a theological summary please refer to the Danvers Statement.2

Why is it important?
“A difference in role does not equate to a difference in quality, importance, or value. Men and
women are equally valued in God’s sight and in His plan. Complementarianism seeks to
preserve the biblical differences between men’s and women’s roles while valuing the quality and
importance of both genders. The result of true complementarianism is honor to Christ and
harmony in the church and in the home.”3

Other Links:
(1) https://www.9marks.org/article/why-complementarianism-crucial-discipleship/
(2) https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/how-important-is-complementar

ianism/
(3) https://cbmw.org/
(4) The Nashville Statement: https://cbmw.org/nashville-statement

3 Quote from: https://www.gotquestions.org/complementarianism.html

2 https://cbmw.org/about/danvers-statement/

1 https://www.gotquestions.org/complementarianism.html
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Expository Preaching
What is it?
An expositional sermon takes the main point of a passage of Scripture, makes it the main point
of the sermon, and applies it to life today. (1)

Where is it in the Bible?
● According to Scripture, God accomplishes what he wants to accomplish through

speaking (see Gen. 1:3, Isa. 55:10-11, Acts 12:24). This means that if preachers want
their sermons to be filled with God’s power, they must preach what God says.

● The Bible has many examples of this kind of preaching and teaching: Levitical priests
taught the law (Deut. 33:10), Ezra and the Levites read from the law and gave the sense
of it (Neh. 8:8), and Peter and the apostles expounded Scripture and urged their hearers
to respond with repentance and faith (Acts 2:14-41, 13:16-47).

● On the other hand, God condemns those who “speak of their own imagination, not from
the mouth of the Lord” (Jer. 23:16, 18, 21-22). (2)

Why is it important?
Expositional preaching is important because God’s Word is what convicts, converts, builds up,
and sanctifies God’s people (Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23; 1 Thess. 2:13; Jn. 17:17). Preaching that
makes the main point of the text the main point of the sermon makes God’s agenda rule the
church, not the preacher’s. (3)

Reference Link:
(1) https://www.9marks.org/about/the-nine-marks/
(2) Ibid
(3) ibid

Other Links:
- https://www.gotquestions.org/expository-preaching.html
- https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/erik-raymond/what-is-expository-preaching/
- https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/expository-preaching/
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Inerrancy of Scripture
What is it?
Inerrancy, simply means that the Bible is without error. It’s a belief in the “total truthfulness and
reliability of God’s words” (Grudem, Systematic Theology, Inter-Varsity, 2004, 90). Jesus said,
“Your word is truth” (John 17:17). This inerrancy isn’t just in passages that speak about
salvation, but also applies to all historical and scientific statements as well. It is not only
accurate in matters related to faith and practice, but it is accurate and without error regarding
any statement, period (John 3:12). (1)

Where is it in the Bible?
● The Bible itself claims to be perfect. “And the words of the Lord are flawless, like silver

refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times” (Psalm 12:6).
● “The law of the Lord is perfect” (Psalm 19:7).
● “Every word of God is pure” (Proverbs 30:5 KJV). These claims of purity and perfection

are absolute statements.
● Note that it doesn’t say God’s Word is “mostly” pure or scripture is “nearly” perfect. The

Bible argues for complete perfection, leaving no room for “partial perfection” theories.(2)

Why is it important?
Inerrancy deserves high regard among evangelicals and has rightly earned the status of being
essential (in an epistemological sense) to the Christian Faith.  Thus, to reduce inerrancy to the
level of non-essential or even “incidental’ to the Christian Faith, reveals ignorance of its
theological and historical roots and is an offense to its “watershed” importance to a consistent
and healthy Christianity. Inerrancy simply cannot be rejected without grave consequences, both
to the individual and to the Church. (3)

Reference Links
(1) https://www.gotquestions.org/Biblical-inerrancy.html
(2) https://defendinginerrancy.com/why-is-inerrancy-important/
(3) https://www.gotquestions.org/Biblical-inerrancy.html

Other Links:
- https://answersingenesis.org/is-the-bible-true/why-should-we-believe-in-the-inerrancy-of-

scripture/
- Chicago Statement of Inerrancy & Hermeneutics PDF -

https://library.dts.edu/Pages/TL/Special/ICBI_1.pdf
- https://www.gotquestions.org/Chicago-Statement-Biblical-Inerrancy.html
- Inerrancey - https://library.dts.edu/Pages/TL/Special/ICBI_1.pdf
- Hermeneutics - https://library.dts.edu/Pages/TL/Special/ICBI_2.pdf
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Missions
What is it?

Bethany Baptist Church has a high value and long history of supporting missionaries.  We have
an active and robust Mission’s Committee who support people’s calling to share the Gospel with
those who do not know Jesus Christ personally as their Lord and Saviour.  Our Mission’s
Committee has a set of standards that are described in a policy manual that is available upon
request to the BBC office.

Where is it in the Bible?

The basic biblical premise of Mission’s is supported by Matthew 28:19-20 with Christ’s
command to go into ALL THE WORLD to make disciples. Though this command is given to all
Christians BBC does recognize the individual calling of a believer in Christ to go to a particular
people group or country.  Though the Bible does not give a chapter and verse for this distinctive,
there are many examples in the Bible that help us develop biblical principles for our Mission’s
team to follow (please refer to the BBC Mission’s Policy for more details).

When one is considering missions they should:

- Consider the high personal cost to themselves and others (Luke 14:26-30)
- Know how they can use their skills and interests for the Gospel and evangelism (acts

18:1-4)
- Have been in prayer and also been prayed for making the decision to enter into a

missionary role (Acts 13:1-5)
- Seek both council and affirmation by trusted and well known godly Christian leaders

(Prov. 15:22)

Why is it important?

When Jesus was talking with His disciples one day He looked up at the crowd of people. Jesus
could see a great harvest of souls. He knew that there were many people who were ready to
hear and receive the Gospel. In Matthew 9:38 Jesus said that we should pray for the laborers to
carry the Gospel to the harvest field. The harvest is plenteous. The work to be done is
tremendously large. What is necessary are the people to go out and do the work. Jesus said
that we should pray that the laborers would step up to the task and accept the challenge of
carrying the Gospel to the people.4

4 https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/importance-of-missions-7-reasons-to-support-them/
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Soteriology
What is it?

Soteriology is the study of the doctrine of salvation. Soteriology discusses how Christ’s death
secures the salvation of those who believe. It helps us to understand the doctrines of
redemption, justification, sanctification, propitiation, and the substitutionary atonement.

The Need for and Reality of Salvation

Man was created in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-27) but that image is now tainted and distorted
by sin. Through repentance and faith in Christ alone (Acts 4:12), trusting only in the work of
Jesus, one may be saved from the penalty and power of sin (Acts 13:38-39) and have
assurance of eternal life (1 John 5:12-13).

A person receives the benefit of Christ’s substitutionary death by faith in response to the
Gospel. This salvation is the free gift of God’s grace through faith alone in Christ alone and is
not dependent upon church membership, baptism, ordinances, good actions, works of
righteousness or intermediaries to attain or sustain it (Eph. 2:9). Conscious, personal faith (i.e.
trust) in Jesus Christ, believing in who Jesus is and what he has done, is essential and there is
no salvation without it.

Substitutionary Atonement

The significance of the death of Christ is the center of the Biblical message and thus the heart of
the Christian faith. When Paul describes the content of the Gospel, that is, the “good news”
about Jesus Christ, in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 he describes (1) the death of Christ and (2) states
that this death was “according to the Scriptures.” In this statement, Paul presupposes (1) that
the historical events surrounding Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection are significant, and (2)
that the Old Testament will bear out his claim that this is indeed good news.

In this same passage, Paul states that Christ died “for our sins” and elsewhere states that Christ
“was made sin for us” (2 Cor. 5:21). The death of Christ then served a substitutionary and
salvific purpose. Jesus’ own statements regarding the significance of his death in Matthew
20:28 (“the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many.”) and Mark 10:45 (“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give His life a ransom for many.”) and the OT prophecies, such the suffering servant motif of
Isaiah 53 with its strong substitutionary and expiatory overtones, also express the
substitutionary nature of Christ’s death.
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Justification

Christ, by his death, discharged the debt of those who will believe (Heb. 10:14; 1 Pet. 1:18-19;
Isa. 53:5-6) and satisfied the wrath of God that was directed toward them (Rom. 3:25; Heb.
2:17; 1 John 2:2; 4:10). Justification is the act of God wherein, because of Christ’s death on their
behalf, God declares a person righteous on the basis of that person’s faith in Christ alone
(Romans 3:32; 5:1). Justification is instantaneous and not a process.
Eternal Security

No true believer can fall from their state of justification (Luke 22:32; John 10:28; Heb. 10:14).
Faith in Christ that leads to eternal salvation does not constitute a freedom to live as one wants.
Salvation frees the believer to live in a manner worthy of God’s grace such that they will
persevere to the end (Phil. 1:6; 2 Pet. 1:10; John 10:28-29; 1 John 3:9; 1 Pet. 1:5, 9). Indeed,
one’s manner of life demonstrates that they have truly received God’s saving grace (James
2:18, 22) so that they may glorify God (1 Pet. 2:12; Phil. 1:11; John 15:8).

We believe that the gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ—God’s very wisdom. The truths of
the gospel are nonsense to the world, even though it is the power of God to those who are
being saved, this good news is christological, centering on the cross and resurrection: the
gospel is not proclaimed if Christ is not proclaimed, and the authentic Christ has not been
proclaimed if his death and resurrection are not central (the message is “Christ died for our sins
. . . [and] was raised”). This good news is biblical (his death and resurrection are according to
the Scriptures), theological and salvific (Christ died for our sins, to reconcile us to God),
historical (if the saving events did not happen, our faith is worthless, we are still in our sins, and
we are to be pitied more than all others), apostolic (the message was entrusted to and
transmitted by the apostles, who were witnesses of these saving events), and intensely
personal (where it is received, believed, and held firmly, individual persons are saved).

Bethany Baptist Church Position:

Bethany Baptist Church does not fit any theological system.  Instead there is much respect
given to all believers who may hold views from all theological systems.  The reality is that man’s
attempt to understand and explain a divine work in the human heart is a difficult task.  It is safe
to say that the majority of the Bethany family are somewhere in the middle of the soteriological
spectrum and recognize the tension between God’s sovereignty and human responsibility.
However, the pastoral staff are Calvinistic in their soteriology and affirm the doctrines of grace
but recognize the wide spectrum of understanding the details of this doctrine.  So in recognition
of this tension we know that it is, “far more valuable to be actually proclaiming the Gospel than
argue about how precisely a person comes to accept the Gospel.”5

5 S. Michael Houdmann - https://www.gotquestions.blog/Calminianism.html
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