
Welcome to Metropolitan United Church
the downtown church for a diverse city

Overlooking McGill Square (C. Davidson)

April 25, 2021
Fourth Sunday of Easter

We are an Affirming Congregation, offering welcome and companionship
to all, regardless of orientation or designation.

For thousands of years, this land has been the traditional home of the Huron-Wendat, the
Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. It is still home to

Indigenous people from across Turtle Island. We are grateful to work, live and worship on
this land.



ORDER OF SERVICE

CARILLON PRELUDE Prelude from Belmont Suite John R. Knox

ORGAN PRELUDE Praeludium in G Minor Dieterich Buxtehude
Sheep May Safely Graze J. S. Bach
Brother James’ Air Searle Wright

WORDS OF WELCOME

OPENING HYMN O Jesus, Crowned With All Renown to Kingsfold
1. O Jesus, crowned with all renown,

since thou the earth hast trod,
thou reignest and by thee come down
henceforth the gifts of God.
By thee the suns of space, that burn
unspent, their watches hold;
the hosts that turn and still return,
are swayed and poised and rolled.

2. Lord, in their change, let frost and heat,
and winds and dews be given;
all fostering power, all influence sweet,
breathe from the bounteous heaven.
Attemper fair and gentle air
the sunshine and the rain,
that kindly earth with timely birth
may yield her fruits again:

3. That we may feed the poor aright,
and gathering round thy throne,
here, in the holy angel's sight,
repay thee of thine own:
That we may praise thee all our days,
and with the Father's Name,
and with the Holy Spirit's gifts,
the Savior's love proclaim.

INVITATION TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER OF APPROACH
One: The God of love plants the seeds of compassion within us,
All: watching with joy as they sprout in our lives.
One: The Christ of God's heart walks among us,
All: calling us to tend to the needy and offer hope to all.
One: In the rhythms of nature, the Spirit is at work around us,
All: nurturing us to bring forth crops of justice and peace.



One:     The Lord be with you.

All:    And also with you.
One:  Let us pray. (please be seated)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND SILENCE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER

KYRIE #68 More Voices Guarani song, arr. Sosa
O God have mercy, O God have mercy, O God have mercy, have mercy on us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

ACT OF PRAISE (All) #59 More Voices Yoruba song (Nigeria)
Alleluia, praise to God (repeat); Praises, high praises we bring you, O God.
Alleluia praise to God.
Songs of joy sing out to God (repeat). Dancing and singing, we praise you, O God.
Songs of joy sing out to God.
Beat the drums, sing out to God (repeat). Praises, high praises, we bring you, O God.
Beat the drums, sing out to God.

READING Deuteronomy 11:10-15
From Egypt to the Promised Land

READING 1 Corinthians 3:10-17
Kingdom contributions

PSALM Psalm 23 Voices United p. 747 to Crimond
1 The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want;

he makes me down to lie
in pastures green; he leadeth me,
the quiet waters by.

2 My soul he doth restore again;
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
even for his own name's sake.

3 Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale,
yet will I fear no ill;
for thou art with me; and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.

4 My table thou has furnished
in presence of my foes;
my head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.

5 Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me,



and in God's house for evermore
my dwelling-place shall be.

GOSPEL READING Mark 4:26-32
Inevitable and optional growth

ONE:  This is the witness of the good news of Jesus Christ.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM The Lamb John Tavener
poem by William Blake

CHILDREN’S TIME

HYMN 503 When Seed Falls on Good Soil Walhof
1 When seed falls on good soil,

it's born through quiet toil;
where soil receives, the earth conceives
the blade, the stem, the fruit, the leaves.

Good soil, O mother earth,
the womb, where seed takes birth.

2 God's Word in Christ is seed;
good soil its urgent need;

for it must find in humankind
the fertile soil in heart and mind.

Good soil! A human field!
A hundredfold to yield.

3 Plough up the trodden way,
and clear the stone away;

tear out the weed, and sow the seed.
Prepare our hearts your Word to heed,

that we good soil may be.
Begin, O God, with me!

SERMON “SEED SUPPLY” THE REV. KAREN BOWLES

PIANO SOLO Song Without Words Op. 19 #1 Felix Mendelssohn

PEACE GREETING

One: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.

We believe in God:
who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,



to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:

to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND OFFERING

DEDICATION OF OFFERING

GREAT THANKSGIVING
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
One: Let us pray.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

LORD’S PRAYER (all) (Voices United, p. 921)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #238 How Great Thou Art O Store Gud
1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder

consider all the works thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee,
How great thou art! How great thou art!

2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze. R

3 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration
and there proclaim, 'My God, how great thou art!' R



COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

ORGAN POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune Frederick Swann

LEADING IN WORSHIP are The Rev. Karen Bowles and The Rev. Jason Meyers. The reader is Gunn
Wongsuwan and delivering the Children’s Message is Alana Martin, Children and Youth Animator. The
ministry of music is offered by Minister of Music Dr. Patricia Wright, Carillonneur Roy Lee, lead singers
from the Metropolitan Choir, and mezzo-soprano and pianist Chris Taeyoung Kim.

TODAY

1:00 p.m. Affirm Committee (Zoom)

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS THIS WEEK
Zoom links can be found in MET Connect and at metunited.ca

Wednesday, April 28

8:30 a.m. Breakfast Bible Study (Zoom)
11:30 a.m. Hospitality Tent McGill Square Park
12:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study (Zoom)
5:30 p.m. Official Board  (Zoom)

Thursday, April 29

8:00 p.m. Evening Communion (Zoom)

Saturday, May 1

8:00 a.m. Saturday Bible Study  (Zoom)

NEXT SUNDAY: May 2 -  The Fifth Sunday of Easter
The Rev. Karen Bowles preaching

11:00 a.m. Online Worship Service



OUR LEGACY.  OUR FUTURE:

“Congregations and Christians everywhere are discovering that the best giving flows not from heads
informed about the budget, but from hearts that are tuned to the will of God.” (Thomas C. Reike).
Thank you for remembering Metropolitan Church with a gift in your estate plans.For help, please
contact Doug Flanders at 416-769-2746; email dougflanders@sympatico.ca A legacy — It’s ours to
leave. Generosity is the most natural outward expression of an inner attitude of compassion.
—  Anonymous.

CONTINUED GIVING

A new, easy way to donate! Focus your smartphone’s camera on the QR
code to the left and you’ll be directed to our giving page.

Sign up for the MET Connect weekly newsletter at metunited.ca
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram (@metropolitanunitedto) & YouTube

https://www.facebook.com/MetUnited

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX06rqiRKXjRZas_Poy02ZA

https://www.facebook.com/MetUnited
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX06rqiRKXjRZas_Poy02ZA


DIRECTORY
Chair of the Official Board: Kenneth Younie (boardchair@metunited.ca)
Intentional Interim Lead Minister: The Rev. Karen Bowles, ext. 227 (karenb@metunited.ca)
Minister of Congregational Care: The Rev. Jason Meyers, ext. 224 (jasonm@metunited.ca)
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca)
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. G. Malcolm Sinclair (malcolms@metunited.ca)
Children & Youth Ministries Animator: Alana Martin (alana@thegoproject.ca)
Teachers: Karlos Griffith (karlosgriffith@rogers.com)
Library: Marion Lick (library@metunited.ca) and Maureen Maguire (vigrass78@gmail.com)

Community Outreach Ministry
Outreach and Housing Worker: Megan Carver, ext. 221 (meganc@metunited.ca)
Outreach and Community Service Coordinator: Stephanie Cunti, ext. 241 (stephaniec@metunited.ca)

Ministry of Music
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca)
Wayne C. Vance Organ Scholar: Timothy Wisnicki
Metropolitan Choir Lead Singers: Gisele Kulak, Chelsea Van Pelt, Valeria Kondrashov,
Chris Taeyoung Kim, Charles Davidson, Benjamin Stein, Nicholas Higgs, John Schneider
Director, Great Heart Youth Ensemble: Benjamin Stein
Conductor, Metropolitan Sparklers: Dr. Jennifer Martyn
Carillonneur: Roy Lee
Director, Metropolitan Silver Band: Fran Harvey

Administrative Ministry
Director of Administration: Jane Tuomi, ext. 222 (janelt@metunited.ca)
Office Administrator: Sheela Taylor, ext. 210 (sheelat@metunited.ca)
Financial Manager: Elena Pejcinovska, ext. 229 (elenap@metunited.ca)
Technical Administrator: Vinoth Thanganadan, ext. 223 (vinotht@metunited.ca)
Communications Specialist: Charles Davidson, ext. 228 (charlesd@metunited.ca)
Property Manager: Frank Cormier, ext. 231 (property@metunited.ca)
Custodian: Puvi Kanagalingam, ext. 305

56 Queen Street East, Toronto, ON M5C 2Z3
Tel. 416.363.0331 Fax. 416.363.7586
Email: metunited@metunited.ca
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