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Worship Guide for Christ the Good Shepherd 
April 25, 2021 - 4th Sunday of Easter 

For worship today, you will need: bowl of water to remember baptism bread and wine or juice. 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION  
 

SONG: The Lord’s My Shepherd  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDAIwMvFcXQ 
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EASTER PROCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the mark of our baptism 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.  
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 
tears to joy.  
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from 
tears to joy.  
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our 
thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.  Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.  Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
 

GREETING AND KYRIE 
Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
Kyrie Elison (Def: “Lord, have mercy.” A plea for mercy) 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want. 
He makes me down to lie 
in pastures green; he leadeth me 
the quiet waters by. 
he leadeth me 
the quiet waters by. 

My soul he doth restore again, 
and me to walk doth make 
within the paths of righteousness, 
e’en for his own name’s sake. 
within the paths of righteousness, 
e’en for his own name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, 
yet will I fear none ill, 
for thou art with me and thy rod 
and staff me comfort still. 
for thou art with me and thy rod 
and staff me comfort still. 

My table thou hast richly spread 
in presence of my foes. 
My head thou dost with oil anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 
My head thou dost with oil anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
shall surely follow me, 
and in God’s house forevermore 
my dwelling place shall be. 
and in God’s house forevermore 
my dwelling place shall be. 
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Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray: (A brief silence)  
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we 
shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

1st READING:  A reading from Acts 4:5-12 
Peter and John had been arrested the previous day because they were proclaiming the news of the resurrection to the people. In 
today’s reading, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit so that he can proclaim salvation in Jesus’ name to the religious authorities. 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 
John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand 
in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good 
deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of 
you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is ‘the stone that was 
rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’  12There is salvation in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 

One: The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not  be in want. 
All: The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
One: You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways  for your name’s sake. 
All: Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your 
rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
One: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my 
cup is running over. 
All: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 
the LORD forever. 

2nd READING:  A reading from 1 John  3:16-24 
Jesus’ death on our behalf is the clearest demonstration of divine love. This is the very love we share with 
others, not just through our words but especially through our deeds. In sharing such love we fulfill God’s 
commandments. 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for 
one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister 
in need and yet refuses help? 
18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that 
we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is 
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments 
and do what pleases him. 
23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in 
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
We all say together 
Alleluia. Jesus says, I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me. Alleluia.  
(John 10:14) 

+++ THE HOLY GOSPEL According to John 10:11-18   Praise to you, O Lord. 
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares for his 
sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 

[Jesus said:] 11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired 
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired 
hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just 
as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep 
that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one 
flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up 
again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

MESSAGE – Pastor Curtis Zieske  

SONG: Have No Fear Little Flock-  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5oAt2daf28 

1 Have no fear, little flock;  
have no fear, little flock,  
for the Father has chosen  
to give you the kingdom; 
 have no fear, little flock! 

2 Have good cheer, little flock; 
 have good cheer, little flock, 
 for the Father will keep you  
in his love forever;  
have good cheer, little flock!  

3 Praise the Lord high above; 
 praise the Lord high above, 
 for he stoops down to heal you, 
 uplift and restore you;  
praise the Lord high above!  
With Spirit’s gifts empow’r us for the work of 
ministry. 

4 Thankful hearts raise to God; 
 thankful hearts raise to God,  
for he stays close beside you,  
in all things works with you;  
thankful hearts raise to God! 
With Spirit’s gifts empow’r us  
for the work of ministry. 

ELW 764 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, The Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  
Of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, The only son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation. 
He came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 
human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge on baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, And the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to 
hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to your loving embrace. 
Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness to your expansive love. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your creation to 
wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with life. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of all leaders and 
rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give leaders joy in lifting up the 
lowly. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your Spirit, so that we 
lay down our lives for those in need (especially). Help us love one another in truth and action. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 

Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together and give us vigor as a 
people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities (specific concerns may be named), fill us anew 
with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Jack Johnson, prayers of healing 
Lois, Mary’s Michener’s friend, with broken hip.    
Linda, Diane Hawkins' sister, diagnosed with cancer 
Sharon Reynolds. 
Heidi Pramuk’s  grand nephew, Ty, rejoicing for coming home from hospital 
Pastor Shelley , undergoing  chemo, prayers for healing 
Miles and Stephanie's daughter Lucy, with medical diagnosis 
Kathy Moredock for health 
Nancy Ostrem recovering from shoulder replacement surgery 
Josie, Mary's friend, injured from a fall 
Rev. Elwin Bergstraesser , with lung cancer, wife and family  for peace 
Mary, continued eye healing and increasing sight 
Julie, Mary’s daughter, healing from surgery 
Robin and family grieving the loss of Ken 
Baby Olivia  awaiting heart surgery 
Margaret and family grieving the passing of Jim, Joel Mathias’ brother-in-law 
Eleanor Norman for healing after a fall 
Annie Christie for healing and strength after hospital admission for pneumonia 
Frank Palmer for healing after a fall and hip surgery 
Cora Lee recovering from kidney surgery 



Page 5 of 8 
 

Jenny Shumer, health issues 
Brad Shumer, healing broken bones after fall 
Jacque Kautto with life changes and Carvin in memory care  
Jamie Sauer looking for daycare 
Small business owners during COVID. 
Communities affected by fire, flood, earthquake, tornado. 
All diagnosed with COVID-19 and families that support them. 
Victims of hate crimes and gun violence 
Sena Norton as she prepares for pastoral leadership in September 
Students and staff as they transition from distance to in-person teaching 
Shut-ins experiencing loneliness 
 

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrection hope, we 
remember our loved ones who have died in you (especially the evangelist Mark). Bring us, with them, to 
dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

PEACE 
     The peace of our risen lord Jesus Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 
     Worshippers share a sign of peace with one another. 
 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
Heavenly Father, we welcome this day of Resurrection with its opportunity to bring gifts to a living God. 
Receive these offerings as our joyful celebration of your new life and reign in Jesus, your Son. And through 
the bread and wine we have presented, share your new life with us. Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times in all places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb 
who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth 
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, and the whole 
company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn of praise, saying: 
 

SANCTUS (Holy, Holy, Holy) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest. + Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

CANON FOR EASTER 
You are indeed holy, almighty and most merciful God. You give life and bring new life in your risen Son, 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
We praise you as the God of promise, delivering your chosen people from their captivity in slavery and giving 
them new life in the land promised to faithful Abraham; and though they experienced the death of exile, you 
remained faithful to your promise, sending the prophets and giving your children renewed life. 
We praise you for Jesus, born of Mary by the power of your Holy Spirit, the first-born from the dead; who, 
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through the exile of his suffering on the cross, served us as both victim and priest, and through him you have 
delivered us from our exile and captivity to sin and death, giving us the joys of eternal life, fulfilling all 
covenants and promises. 
Send your Holy Spirit to breathe new life into ☩ us and to bless these gifts of ☩ bread and wine, that they 
may be for us the body and blood of our living host, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
This same Lord Jesus, on the night of his betrayal, took bread; when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, and said: Take and eat, for this is my body, which is given for you. Do this for my 
remembrance. (All bow) 
When the supper had ended, he took the cup; when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and said: All of 
you, drink of this, for this cup is my blood of the new covenant, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this for my remembrance. (All bow) 
Therefore, Father, before you we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
We offer to you, most holy God, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, remembering this Easter day all you 
have done through the Passion and Resurrection of your Son. 
In this Holy Communion you unite us in the sacrifice of our eternal High Priest. Through his promise he made 
to his disciples we await his final coming to fulfill all of life and to make new the heavens and the earth. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
As we now gather to receive this Holy Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood, strengthen us in your mercy 
and grant us the fullness of your salvation and peace. 
Through him, with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, almighty 
Father, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as our Savior has taught us, we pray boldly:  Our Father… 

 

FRACTION (Breaking of the bread) 
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
ALL ARE INVITED TO RECEIVE THE BREAD/BODY AND WINE/BLOOD OF CHRIST 
 

AFTER ALL HAVE RECEIVED: 
The body and blood of Christ our risen Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
Let us pray: Lord, Jesus Christ, by this holy sacrament you proclaim your death for all people. May the whole 
world come to know and believe in your resurrection by our being raised to new lives of love through this 
holy communion. We bless you now and forevermore. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon 
you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

SENDING SONG: Your Grace Finds Me https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmFJkGEv3Lw 

Verse 1 
It's there in the newborn cry 
There in the light of ev'ry sunrise 
There in the shadows of this life 
Your great grace 

Chorus 1 
From the creation to the cross 
There from the cross into eternity 
Your grace finds me 
Yes Your grace finds me 
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It's there on the mountain top 
There in the ev'ryday and the mundane 
There in the sorrow and the dancing 
Your great grace 
O such grace 
Verse  
It's there on a wedding day 
There in the weeping by the graveside 
There in the very breath we breathe 
Your great grace 
The same for the rich and poor 
The same for the saint and for the sinner 
Enough for this whole wide world 
Your great grace 
O such grace 

Chorus 2 
From the creation to the cross 
There from the cross into eternity 
Your grace finds me 
Yes Your grace finds me 
There in the darkest night of the soul 
There in the sweetest songs of victory 
Your grace finds me 
Yes Your grace finds me 

There in the darkest night of the soul 
There in the sweetest songs of victory 
Your grace finds me 
Yes Your grace finds me 

Chorus 3 
So I'm breathing in Your grace 
And breathing out Your praise 
I'm breathing in Your grace 
Forever I'll be breathing in Your grace 
And breathing out Your praise 
I'm breathing in Your grace 
Forever I'll be breathing in Your grace 
And breathing out Your praise 
I'm breathing in Your grace 
Forever I'll be breathing in Your grace 
And breathing out Your praise 
I'm breathing in Your grace 
Forever God forever God 

Ending 
It's the same for the saint and the sinner 
It's enough for this whole wide world 
Yes Your grace finds me 
Yes Your grace finds me 

 

CCLI Song # 7000686 Jonas Myrin | Matt Redman ©2013 Atlas Mountain Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)  
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! Thanks 
be to God. Alleluia! 
All Songs used by permission: OneLicense A-706738, CCLI License# 1419993 

If you are unable to use the Zoom app on your phone or computer, you can still dial in to the weekly meeting with your 
phone.  Call: (253)215 8782 and enter meeting ID: 837 6115 9516 when prompted.  Meetings begin at 10 AM.  Please log 
in 10 minutes early for prayer requests and updates.  
Pastoral Care Needs 
Please contact our U-Matters Team through Twila Anderson at (503) 871-5253.   In addition, Pastor Curtis Zieske, our bridge 
pastor, is available for critical needs: 507-351-9580.  Because of Covid restrictions he is unable to make hospital or care 
center visits at this time except for end-of-life circumstances.  Twila will coordinate with him. 

Announcements  
Office Hours: Office hours are 9-3:30, Monday-Thursday 

Rose will be working in the church office on Wednesdays, unless otherwise communicated.  
Please send prayers, praise, and announcements to office@christthegoodshep.org or share with Heidi Dupuis. 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection for the 4th Sunday of Easter:  
Reflection on Saint John 10. 11-18, Jesus the Good Shepherd. 
The 4th Sunday of Easter each year has the theme of “Shepherd.”  We name Jesus “The Good Shepherd.”  
But the problem with good is its expected antithesis — bad.  And dichotomies are often not helpful when it 
comes to Jesus.  Unfortunately that seems to be the world in which we live — where assessment, 
adjudication, even identity is construed by contrast and opposition.  You know what I mean: Democrat or 
Republican, pro-Israel or pro-Palestinian, gay or straight, black or white.  If we are honest, it’s a rather safe 
move.  Contrasts are easier.  They require less dialogue, less listening, less thinking. 
Which is, in part, what has happened to Jesus as the good shepherd. 
If Jesus is the good shepherd, our first response seems to be, “in opposition to bad shepherds” and then we 
immediately embark on all kinds of allegorical fancy to determine the identity of these bad shepherds so as 
to avoid them, pit Jesus against them, or make sure we aren’t one of them. Lest we forget, the audience of 
Jesus’ discourse in response to his healing of the man born blind includes the Pharisees and the disciples, not 
to mention the original audience and those of us who authorize John’s Gospel as Scripture. So before we 
quickly assert simplistic designations that determine the “bad” shepherds as the Pharisees, we would do 
well to remember that listening to Jesus is Judas as well. 
As a result, we spend a good deal of interpretive energy sifting out those that appear to oppose Jesus, those 
that seem counter to Jesus, those who are not Jesus.  We need to think more about what makes Jesus the 
“good” shepherd before our answer is, “he’s good because he’s not bad.” 
Can you answer that? What makes Jesus the good shepherd?  
Jesus is the good shepherd because he the source of abundant life, first to the man born blind, giving him a 
new existence, new life — he is a new creation, a child of God (1:1; 12-13).  Jesus is the good shepherd 
because he finds the man born blind after the blind man has been thrown out (9:35) which the disciples 
need to hear because they too will be thrown out (12:42; 16:1-2) and which they need to remember because 
Jesus found them (1:43).  Jesus is the good shepherd because he knows his sheep and he calls them by name 
(Lazarus, 11:43; Mary Magdalene, 20:16).  Jesus is the good shepherd because before he goes to the cross, 
he lays down his life by coming out of the garden, the fold, leaving his sheep protected and safe in the 
garden, giving himself up (no kiss from Judas) for the sake of his disciples, his sheep (18:4).  Jesus is the good 
shepherd because he will take up his life again in the resurrection AND the ascension, the resurrection being 
our promise of life here and now (11:25) and the promise of life in our future; the ascension being the 
abiding place that Jesus prepares for the ones he loves (1:18; 13:23; 14:2). 
That is what’s good about Jesus the good shepherd. 
[Adapted from the writings of Karoline Lewis] 

Are you or a loved one in 
need of a scooter? A 
scooter once owned by 
our own Marian Paulson is 
available by contacting the 
office by the end of April.   

BETTER TOGETHER RACIAL JUSTICE 
As part of Better Together among the three Lutheran 

churches in Salem, our next Racial Justice 
Gathering will focus on Anti-Asian racism.  Our guest 
will be Carrie Lee Brown, a retired school councilor.  
Carrie is Chinese, born in Cuba.  She will share her 

experiences of racism along with her perspective of 
the history of racism against Asians in Oregon. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84676836079?pwd=Tk8w
U1docFNpYUswNXJ3S243SlZwZz09 

Meeting ID: 846 7683 6079   Passcode: 403323 
Dial-in Numbers: 1 (669) 900-6833 or (253) 215-8782 

April 28 6:00 PM 

Backpack Buddies is BACK!  
Come help us pack lunch and feed kids!   
May 3 - Tuesday 9:30 AM – Gathering Room 
We will be packing every 2 weeks going forward. 


