
 
 

April 25, 2021     -     “Making Choices”     -     Mark 14:1-11, 27-31  
 

OPEN 

  
How do you navigate choices such as a major purchase?  You could create a 
comparison chart or consult consumer reports and reviews.  For followers of 
Jesus, prayer should be part of the process.  Yet we often struggle making a 
choice.  In a TED talk The Paradox of Choice “psychologist Barry Schwartz 
takes aim at a central tenet of western societies: freedom of choice. In Schwartz's 
estimation, choice has made us not freer but more paralyzed, not happier but more 
dissatisfied.”  Fifty years ago Alvin Toffler warned about “choice overload” in his book 
Future Shock (Random House, 1970). 
 
Our current series presents a profound choice: will you follow Jesus?  To 
some fishermen Jesus said “Come, follow me and I will make you fishers of 
men.” (Mark 1:17)  To a tax collector Jesus said, “Follow me.” (Mark 2:14)   
 
What was Mark’s objective in writing his Gospel?  He wrote a succinct narrative 
focused on action to establish the faith of Roman Christians who were under 
persecution and heresy.  On Easter Sunday we arrived at the final two 
chapters of Mark (15,16).  But we circled back to see three more passages of 
“Passion Week”.  Today we conclude in Mark 14 where we find the final phase 
of the disciples’ training. 
 
 

DIG 

   
What did it mean for Jesus to train stubborn Galilean fishermen?  What was it 
like to work with a Roman collaborator such as Matthew?  How did Jesus have 
patience for Judas, the betrayer?  These were all men who in some measure 
chose to follow Jesus.  But the Bible record bears out that there was greater 
grace extended to the disciples than they returned to God in faithfulness. 
 
Isn’t this often the way with us?  Have you responded to the call to follow 
Jesus?  At the same time, are you painfully aware your failure to follow well?   
 
Here is the key:  God is the author of our choice to follow Jesus!  Mark 14 
contains three examples people faced with the choice to follow Jesus. 

Example 1:  bitter betrayal – vv. 1-2, 10-11   
 
The conflict between Jesus and the religious leaders reached a pinnacle prior 
to Passover.  Several passages in Mark document their dislike for Jesus.  More 
than once, Mark recorded that the religious leaders plotted to arrest and kill 
Jesus (3:6; 11:18; 10:34).  But with pilgrim worshippers in Jerusalem they 
feared a riot (v.2). 
 
Soon, their bitter jealousy infected Judas’ heart and he took the first steps of 
betrayal (v.10).  John 13:26 indicates that Satan motivated him!  Though Judas 
was one of the Twelve, he lost faith in Jesus’ mission.  “Lord, what has 
happened that You are going to reveal Yourself to us and not to the world?” 
(John 14:22).  Later, his bitterness led to suicide (Matthew 27:1-5).  What went 
wrong in Judas?  I believe that he put his faith in his own choosing, rather than 
the God who chose him. 
 
 
Example 2:  hollow heroics – vv. 27-31   
 
Faced with the prospect of Jesus’ crucifixion, the disciples naively boasted of 
their loyalty.  It was hollow heroics, fueled only by self-sufficiency.  Jesus did 
not pull any punches about this fact.  He told them what they could not see 
within themselves: they were fickle – “you will all fall away” (v.27). 
 
They would become the “scattered sheep” noted in Zechariah 13:7.  But before 
we become too harsh with Peter, note that he was the merely the one example 
named – “all the others said the same” (v.31b)!  Self-sufficiency can be such a 
problem for us.  This is not the objective of Jesus call upon our lives.  In fact, 
His call is the opposite – to take up our cross (die to self) and follow Him (Mark 
8:34-38). 
 
 
Example 3:  lavish love – vv. 3-9 
 
Mark was less concerned about chronology – he placed this story of the 
anointing of Jesus where he does to contrast with poor examples of following 
Jesus. 
 
John 12 puts this incident prior to Passion Week.  John also identified the 
woman as Mary, sister to Martha and Lazarus, residents of Bethany.  Mary 
offered lavish love by anointing Jesus’ head with “expensive” (v.3) perfume 
worth “more than a year’s wages” (v.5). 
 
“Spikenard, also called nard…is a class of aromatic, amber-colored essential 
oil derived from Nardostachys jatamansi, a flowering plant in the honey-
suckle family which grows in the Himalayas of Nepal, China, and India.” (see 

more)  Nard was kept in an alabastra (Greek term) – a bottle with a long neck 

which had to be broken to empty the contents. 
 

https://www.ted.com/talks/barry_schwartz_the_paradox_of_choice#t-74437
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spikenard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spikenard


 
 
This was seen as a waste (v.4) by the disciples (Matthew 26:8) and specifically 
Judas (John 12:4-5).  Mark indicates that they were angry and indignant.  
Why?  An excuse of care to the poor was offered.  However, this is a common 
smokescreen for a self-sufficient, love-less relationship with Jesus.  Beautiful 
acts of service are often sacrificed on the altar of pragmatism! 
 
But Mary was deeply and sincerely thankful for Jesus, her Master.  Did she 
fully comprehend His soon coming sacrifice?  Whether she did or not, Jesus 
explained that it anticipated His sacrifice (v.8).  God’s love is described in 
Ephesians 2:2,7 as “rich”.  But what does lavish love for God look like?   

 

Theoretical – there is truth to know, but following Jesus is not just intellectual exercise 
 

Mechanical – there is discipline in following Jesus, but it is more than just being dutiful  
 

Financial – there are offerings to give but loving Jesus is not measured by the financial 
 

Individual – there will be a personal response, but we must follow Jesus in community 
 

Sentimental  - there will be deep feelings, but following Jesus is more than sentiment 
 
 
As Bill George and Gloria Gaither have beautifully expressed in their lyrics… 

 
Broken and spilled out, just for love of me Jesus 

God's most precious treasure lavished on me 

You were broken and spilled out and poured at my feet 

In sweet abandon Lord, You were spilled out and used up for Me 

In sweet abandon, let me be spilled out and used up for Thee 

 
 

REFLECT 

 
Jesus “called to him those He wanted” (Mark 3:13).  It is important that we 
relax to match our pace with that of Jesus.  In a recent article, Alastair Sterne 
wrote, “Jesus walked at roughly three miles per hour, just like the average 

human.  This was quite literally God’s speed on earth. Spiritual formation 
doesn’t function like self-improvement.” (“Spiritual Growth in a Pandemic”, 
Faith Today, Jan/Feb 2021, 31) 
 
Remember, following is more about the power of God’s leading than your 
ability to follow!  In I Corinthians 1:26-27,29 we are told, “consider 
your calling…there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame 
the things which are strong…so that no human may boast before God.” 
 
This week in his Life for Leaders blog (“Called to Believe the Good News”, 
April 20, 2021) Mark D. Roberts wrote, 
 

Those who first heard the good news about Jesus tended to 
think it was nonsense. Both Jews and Greeks, though for 
different reasons, just couldn’t stomach the thought that God 
was saving the world through an obscure Jewish man who was 
crucified on a Roman cross. That was about as far from a 
sensible salvation story as anyone in the first-century A.D. 
could imagine….Paul answers these questions by pointing to 
the call of God….When we call out to God to save us, we are 
replying to God’s prior call to us. We can say “Yes” to God 
because God has already said “Yes” to us.” 

 
 
 

For further reflection and worship 
 
Listen to “Broken and Spilled Out” sung by Steve Green 
 
 
Listen to “He Leadeth Me” sung by Candi Pearson Shelton 

 

He leadeth me, O blessed thought!  O words with heavenly comfort fraught 

Whate’er I do, where ever I be still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me 

 

He leadeth me, He leadeth me, by His own hand He leadeth me 

His faithful follower I would be, for by His hand He leadeth me 

 

Sometimes ’mid scenes of deepest gloom, sometimes where Eden’s bowers bloom 

By waters still, o’er troubled sea, still ’tis His hand that leadeth me 

 

Lord, I would place my hand in Thine, nor ever murmur nor repine 

Content, whatever lot I see, since ’tis my God that leadeth me 

 

And when my task on earth is done, when by Thy grace the victory’s won 

E’en death’s cold wave I will not flee, since God through Jordan leadeth me 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1tUvtfuxAI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=unk0ViVyt6Y

