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‘Focus on the Four’ 

The Gospel of John 

Wk. #46 – 21 April 
 

John 13 
 

18 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this 

passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned[a] against me.’[b] 
19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will 

believe that I am who I am. 20 Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts 

me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.” 
21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one 

of you is going to betray me.” 
22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23 One of 

them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter motioned 

to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.” 
25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 

26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped 

it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon 

Iscariot. 27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. 

So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 28 But no one at the meal 

understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some 

thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to give 

something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was 

night. 
 

 

Verses 18-19 
 

The intensity of b__________________ and the s________________ that accompanies it for 

Jesus are lost on us a bit until we look more closely at what Jesus says in light of the 

culture of that day. 

 

First, Jesus quotes Psalm 41:9. This is the whole verse: 
 

Even my close friend, 

    someone I trusted, 

one who shared my bread, 

    has turned (lifted up his heel) against me. 

Psalm 41:9 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26649a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26649b
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It is not clear who David was writing about here, but what is clear is the effort to express 

brutally v_____________ betrayal and d________________. 
 

Such a sentiment is also echoed in Psalm 55: 
 

If an enemy were insulting me, 

    I could endure it; 

if a foe were rising against me, 

    I could hide. 

But it is you, a man like myself, 

    my companion, my close friend, 
   with whom I once enjoyed sweet fellowship 

    at the house of God, 

as we walked about 

    among the worshipers. 

Psalm 55:12-14 

 

Make no mistake, Jesus k_______________ what is in the hearts of each of the 12 original 

apostles that He chose. He wants the others to know that Judas’ betrayal is not a 

s____________________ and has been prophesied. This will further confirm that He really is 

the Messiah – all of this, including this betrayal is on the Divine a______________. 

 

Remember: 
 

The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life - only to take it up again.  

No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 

John 10:17-18a 

 

Perhaps you have experienced such betrayal from someone close, as well as the 

resulting pain and sorrow. Jesus knows what you have gone through – there is 

Someone who understands and Who can strengthen you to move forward. 
 

Verse 20 
 

We go out as a____________________ of our King and home country. Our chief aim is to 

h_____________ the Lord with our lives so others might be p________________ to Him. 
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Verses 21-30 

 

 
 

 
 

The bottom photo is a more accurate depiction of the setting, posture and 

 placement of those present.  

 

• Judas is in the place of h_________________ honor; the most intimate f___________. 

• For Jesus to offer Judas a piece of bread was a sign of s_____________ friendship. 

• Jesus’ being ‘troubled’ may be more for Judas than for Himself. 

• Even now, Jesus seems to engage in efforts to lead Judas to r___________. 

• It seems the others either did not know or did not understand the m______________ 

of what was going to happen because they did not s_____________ Judas. 

 

We can be successful at fooling other men / women but not God. Are you trying 

to? 
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When Judas received the morsel, the devil entered into him. It is a terrible thing that what 

was meant to be love’s appeal became hate’s dynamic. That is what the devil can do. He 

can take the loveliest things and twist them until they become the agents of hell. He can 

take love and turn it into lust; he can take holiness and turn it into pride; he can take 

discipline and turn it into sadistic cruelty; he can take affection and turn it into spineless 

complacence. We must be on our watch so that in our lives the devil never warps the 

lovely things until he can use them for his own purposes. 

William Barclay 

 

Are you ‘on your watch?’ 

 

 
31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in 

him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at 

once. 
33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I 

told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 

one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.” 
36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” 

Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” 
37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 

38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, 

before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times! 

 

 

Verses 31 – 32 

 

Jesus receives glory in His s____________________. God the Father receives glory in Jesus’ 

o________________. God glorifies Himself in Jesus through His sacrificial provision of a 

m____________, a w__________ of rescue / redemption for mankind. God the Father will 

glorify Jesus through the vindication of His e______________ reign. 

 

Sacrifice and Love are the foundation for all of this. 

Do we have ever-increasing gratitude for what God has done for us? 
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Verses 33-38 
 

Jesus would arrive to where He was going now through physical d_____________ and 

resurrection. All of these men present now would follow Him one day, but first, He 

needed to m___________ the Way. 

 

In the meantime, Jesus told them it was critical to follow an old command in a new way: 

we love each o________________ as a followers of Jesus based on our e________________ of 

the love of Jesus and the e_______________ of His love for us. 

 

From David Guzik: 
 

i. “ ‘New’ (kainen) implies freshness, or the opposite of ‘outworn’ rather 

than simply ‘recent’ or ‘different.’” (Tenney) 

ii. “The ‘new commandment’ (mandatum novum in the Vulgate) has given 

its name to the anniversary of the Last Supper: Maundy Thursday.” (Bruce) 

 

Jesus isn’t implying that how we feel about those who are not following Jesus doesn’t 

m______________. He is, however, making clear how mission critical it is that we love fellow 

followers of Jesus. This h________________ identify us to the world as His followers and 

points them toward His a_________________ love. 

 

Verses 36-38 
 

Christ must first die for Peter, before Peter can die for Him. 

Adam Clarke 
 

Peter would one day die for the Gospel.  But, that point would come after Jesus had 

r_____________ and Peter received the Holy Spirit. 
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