
December 20, 2020 at 3:00 pm 

Blue Christmas Service 

WELCOME 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT 

A TIME OF CENTERING  

Sing: Don’t Be Afraid (MV #90, twice) 

Don’t be afraid, my love is stronger, 
My love is stronger than your fear. 

Don’t be afraid, my love is stronger, 
And I have promised, promised to be always near. 

READINGS 

Gospel of Matthew: Matthew 1: 18-23  

Prayer:   

O come, Emmanuel, come to us, for some of us are despondent and we all need your presence. 
O come, Emmanuel, bring us your gift of hope. 
O come, Emmanuel, come to us, for some of us are anxious and we all need your presence. 
O come, Emmanuel, bring us your gift of peace. 
O come, Emmanuel, come to us, for some of us are grieving and we all need your presence. 
O come, Emmanuel, bring us your gift of joy. 
O come, Emmanuel, come to us, for some of us are lonely and we all need your presence. 
O come, Emmanuel, bring us your gift of love. 
O come, Emmanuel, we humbly pray, bring your gifts of hope, peace, joy and love that we may 
experience them in our hearts and lives. We remember all whose hearts are heavy this Christmas – 
heavy with loss, anger, fear, despair, lonliness and sadness. Help all to know that you are with us, 
now and always. Amen 

Gospel of John: John 1: 1-5  

Sing:  O come, O come, Emmanuel (VU #1 verses 1 and 6, adapted)  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and with your captive children dwell. 
Give comfort to all exiles here, and to the aching heart bid cheer, 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come within as love to dwell. 

O come, you Day-spring, come and cheer our spirits by your presence here. 
And dawn in every broken soul as vision that can see the whole, 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come within as Light to dwell. 

LIGHTING OUR ADVENT CANDLES 
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We light this first candle to remember those whom we have loved and lost. We pause to remember 
their names, their faces, their voices, the memories that bind them to us in this season. (first candle is 
lit) … 

We mourn this loss of life. 
We mourn this loss of life. 
We honor and remember these beloveds. 
We honor and remember these beloveds. 
We pray for comfort and peace. 
We pray for comfort and peace. 
Amen. Amen. 

We light the second candle to lift up the loss of security (second candle is lit.) … 

We mourn this loss of security. 
We mourn this loss of security. 
We honor and remember the weight of anxiety carried by so many. 
We honor and remember the weight of anxiety carried by so many. 
We pray for strength and resilience. 
We pray for strength and resilience. 
Amen. Amen. 

This afternoon we also remember the shock of the violence we’ve witnessed and experienced this 
year. We pause and remember these past weeks and months; the disbelief, the anger, the down 
times. In particular, we mourn the loss of love. (third candle is lit) … 

We mourn this loss of love. 
We mourn this loss of love. 
We honor and remember the work of prophets who proclaim justice. 
We honor and remember the work of prophets who proclaim justice. 
We pray for compassion and change. 
We pray for compassion and change. 
Amen. Amen. 
  
Finally, we mourn this night the loss of a sense of well-being. (fourth candle is lit) … 

We mourn this loss of well-being. 
We mourn this loss of well-being. 
We honor and remember each person who is struggling. 
We honor and remember each person who is struggling. 
We pray for safety, healing and hope. 
We pray for safety, healing and hope. 
Amen. Amen. 

Solo: I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day Lyrics: Longfellow (verse 4 adapted by Mike Trew) Tune WALTHAM 
(Calkin) 

REFLECTION  

A Story: The Missing Piece by Arlene Simmonds 
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Sing: O Little Town of Bethlehem (VU #64, verse 1 and 3) 

O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.  

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n. 
No ear may hear his coming, tut in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

A TIME OF PRAYER 

Solo: Angels Among Us written by Don Goodman and Becky Hobbs 

A TIME FOR HEALING AND CANDLE LIGHTING  

As Brent plays quietly, I invite you, if you are able and comfortable to do so, switch on your video and 
switch into gallery view so we can see each other and know we are not alone in our grieving and 
struggles. 

Sing: Silent Night  

Hold up your candle once more as we sing together: 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born. 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

BLESSING 

Worship Team: Rev. Debbie Stockdale, Music: Brent Tucker, Soloist: Dianne Trew, Readers: Jan 
Clare and Marilyn Outtrim, Tech Team led by Deb Charnuski 
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Note: Advent Candle Lighting liturgy credit to Worship series design © Worship Design Studio by 
Marcia McFee. Used, adapted, and live streamed with permission.  
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